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MG HEWS,

CAPE NOME GOI.D FIELDS.

Washington, D.C., Jan. 25.

United States Consul Smith, at Victoria,
B.C., writes to the State Department that
there is great excitement over tho recent

discoveries in the Cape Nome gold ficlds
and thae there will be a large emigra-
tion to that new Eldorado in the spring.
Mr. Smith says :

“Tho indications are that thero will be
a great rush to Cape Nome in tho spring,
something 1lika that to the Klondike in
the spring of 1808. 1t is ovident that o
nurnber will go there from Victoria and
this provinge, in prefcrenco to elther Atlin
or the Northwest Territory. The trans-
portation companies here and on the
Sound are all actively engaged in pre-
paring stcamers_ for the long trip. The
distance from Victoria to Capé’ Nowo is
2,500 miles, entirely by water.

““But, notwithstanding that fact, the
companies have already
booked all the passengers that can be car-
ried-on the first trips, on every vessel that
can bo secured. At a8 recent meceting of
tho representnfives of the companies it
was computad that 65,000 people desired
to go to Caja Nome as soon as it is pos-
sible.

‘“The reports that %ad been circulated in
regard to the gold discoveries were gen-
erally disputed, the opinfon being that the
Atlin and Klondike countries were more
promising, and also easjcr of access, but
the last two stecamers from the North ef-
fectunlly dispelled all uncertainties, tho
passengers bringing with them undisputa-
ble evidence that all along the heach in
the vicinity of Cape Nome gold in paying
quantities can be had for the digging.

A pumber of these men have called at
the consulate, exhibiting specimens of the
gold, saying thoy dug it on the beach,
near the water's edge; that men with
only hand shovels, and the rudest and
simplest of pans clearcd from 850 to
$100, and even $300 a day, while some-

Hontreal,

times & clean-up of from $1,000.t0.81.500...

has been reported. Nuggets worth from.
$200 to $400 were found near /anvil
Creek, and it is believed from $800,000 to
$40Q,000 in Gold was taken out of Snow
Guleh last summer; onc man, it is said,
took out $1980,000, whilo a..other claims
stiil more.

Every one¢ of the men who camoe down
expresacd his resolve to return  in the
spring—some even engaging raturh pas-
sage on the steamers on which they came
down. According to their statements the
20148 does not extend to a great deopth,
five or six foot being as low as any have
yat found ‘pay atrt.”

Complaints have been mnde by some of
the returning miners that claims—twenty
miles onch — wero strotched for miles
around, and virtually embraced th' vvhole
shore
some forty mfiles distant, had been staked,
‘This, however, has been much changed by
tho docision of Commissioner Herrmann,
which {s underatood to mean that no land
below the ordinary high tide can be dis
posed of to individuals or corporations;
but {& open to the public to operate on;
that the right to dig in theso tide lands is
as Irce as the right to fish {n tho adja-
cent waters, and that anybody may wash
gold out of the .snnds botiwveen tho high
and low waters, whilo no autharity ¢an
give any person an oxclusfve right to do
50, 80 that the land cunnot bo obiained
by corporations or syndicntes, | ten

that  thero

vegoliia dhprehension {8 felt - .
may ho some clashing of interests on that
point, and it is gencrally desired that the
Government  establish  regulotions and
have sufficient police to enforce:them., An-
xjoty is also cxpressed here regarding tho
establishment of a port of entry at Cape
Nome. Captains all practically agree that
there-is no anchorage or harbor at the
cape itsell, but that at Port Clarence, on-
ly o fow miles distant, thera {8 a harbor
rafo and commodious,

WORK ON THE REFERENDUM,

Contracta Have Been Lot for Work on the
100-Foot Level.

Rossland, Jan. 19,

Mr. Charles Parker, M.E., returned yes-
torday from o visit to tho properties of
the Referendumn Mining Company in the
Nelson division. The shaft has been un-
watered and is now being retimbered. A
contract has bheen let for drifts, etc., on
the 100-foot level., Later on the shaft will
he extended to the 200-foot level. It is
anticipated when the contracts are cora-
pleted that there will be plenty of ore in
sight to keep the mill in continuous, oper-
ation for a long perfod. Tho contracts are
to be finished in May. The five-stamp mill
which the company recently purchased,
will be put up in June and will be ready
for operation by the 1st of July. The ore
averages &15 to the ton and there i8 o
seowm fovr inches wide that goes $82 to
the ton. Tho ore is absolutely free mill-
ing and consists of a quartz carrying free

gold.
COLOFPADO FOR 1900.

The increasing intercst that is being
tnken in mining in all scctions of the
state at this time is the harbinger of bet-
ter thinga to come. Reports from overy
mining centre of Colorado are to the eflect
that never before in their history were
such strenuous efforts being put forth to
dovelop these camps. The pussibilities of
theso several sections are being heralded

far and wide, and eastern capital is being

attmacted ns nover before. The presdnoco
of the ropresentative of the Rockfaller in-
terests in tho San Juan region -during the
past three months, the visit of Joe Leiter
in person to Leadville, and of others of
almost equal prominence in the financial
world ‘to other sections, bespeaks the faet
that ‘this state 1808 "FécoIvE "REALIOH T
a most substantial way from men wha are
ahle to put millions in tho ground before
recelving a cent In roturn. But that this
latter coadition is ¢to bhe the result isnrot
to be supposed; for in almost every <ase
of late, where monoy has been put into
the ground, judiciously, returns have bean
almost instantaneous. Gilpia county, on
the north, to San Aligucl, tho other ex-
treme of the state, indicate that the in-
vostor is rocelving most substantial ro-
turns upon his investment. The: yer.s
closea with a bright record and a future
full of hope for 1900.

from Cape Nome to Cape York, ~

THE OKANOGAN STAMP MILI, GRINDS
OUT $5,400 IN 24 DAYS,

Rossland, Jan, 19,

Nows of tho fourth cloan-wp of the
quartz mill of the Okanogan Free Gold
Mines was recgived yoesterday by Mr. K.
K. Pelser, the. spcretary. This iast clean-
up of the scries with tho concentratos, ag-
gregates $5,400. The first two, made last
fall, wero of good sized amounts and then
followed a smaller one, which was the re-
sult of a fow days’ run and now omes
one which is the largest yot. ‘The avérago
value of tho .ore is good—459 tons yleld-
ing- 85,400, or averaging $10,92 per ton.
There haa been but little cessation in the
working--of.-.tho.mijl forutliospastrmonti,
The-only lot -up svas during the holidays
a. the Christmas and New Year's scason.
The crushing ropresents a run of 24 days,
aad the mill, having now secured plenty
of fuel, fs still running, so that anothor
clean-up may be expected about thd: mid-
dlo; of February, and as the mill will be
kopt in operation il tho month o result
larger than $5,400 mny be expectcd, There
is ample ore in the property to koep - the
mill going for o year. The 'steady output
of the mino continuing in this madnner
should go far toward confirming the valuo
of the shares.

NOTICE

Is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting of the .

Knob Hill Gold Miaing Co.. of

British Columbia, Limited,
will be held atthe President's office, 45
Viotoria S8quare, In the City of Montresl,
--.-.g.n uond!.ﬁx’ithe

.- . eetureaneve Boranc e S ogandy
8th DAY OF FEBRUARY'
noxt at 2 p.us,

A. L. WHITE, Sceretayy.

CasLE Aboress “"MININC,” TeL M 770,

ROBERT MEREDITH. & CO.,
MINING BROKERS,

Stocks bought and sold on commissios:
FRANCOIS XAVIER ST., WONTREAL.

. A. W, OGILVIE, . 044,
Hon President., W L ’gx.‘ﬁfm

The Investment Company

LIMITRD.

CAPITAL, $500.000,
47 8y, Francois Xavier S8t,, MONTREAL.

Stocks, Eands, Mcrtgages and
Municipal Securitios dealt In,
P.0. Box 657. ot

J. F. PIGGOTT,
AGENT,

MINES AND MINING
London & ITancashire Chanbers,
8T. JAMER STRERT,
Telsphons 3353, KONTREL&
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