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the dini pI'ol)letic notices of' uuklloiwn lands ; Portug,,e.-c discoveries, and vague
reports aiiou-ni ariners of drift-îvood seen utpon the ocean. It required tliý-

qîik instinct of» ciiiis, on the part of Colîubus, to iink ail these to(rotiier.
and divine frcein titein a new ivoric in i the we.st- with that, Rtroiiir-witigod con-

vtion t bore liiîn to its shores. I)id lot, Shîakespeare voiiîStruct, hi$ uni-
mnort ai cira mas out of rte rougliest mnat crialis-traditions, til o l choicles,
plity, anîd histories ? Thiese, fuiscd by the tire of luis getiius, camne forth deatit-
Iess ci-varions, to delighit and iinstruti, die wor1d. I-owv littie otiiers mtadle of*
the saine inaterials thiat wvere avaîllablo to Columîbus, appears froin the falet
titat flor y'ears lie wvas iii a xiiuiority of oni', anid that till the scientitie mcii of
the day conidemîcd,( bis schiene as vibioiiary. In spite otf ail thiis, lic airrived
at the fixed coiichîtioti that tixere n'as a way by the west to the Indics ; thnt
lie could disicover tliat way, and so arrive at Cipango, Cathiay, and thec colntries
described in such glowing phrases by ilarco Polo. le by no means calcul-
ated on -inding a nîighîty continenit, uîîtrodden hy the foot of any 1Butropoan.
I-is theory waq that, as the earthi is a splierc, it miit, bu travellcd round
from east to w-est ; that only a third of its circuîîîtkwence yet reiiuained unex-
plored ; that this space -ý%'as partly filledt uip by the eastern regions of Asia,
wiceh he iminiied cxtcîîced 80 Car as te approaclu ivithin a moderate distance
of thie western shiores of Eunrope and Africa ; ami that, by sailing due West
acrosà tlic intervenling ocean, lie %vould land on the casteril shores of Asia, or,
as hie always termied it, India. Tus, whlat Columibus actually accorîpislied,
proved te be flar greatter thau auything lie proposed. Ile hoped te fld a new~
way te India ; lie discovered instead a miglity continent, iudreamced of before,
etit off from the Old Worldl by iiiiglity oceanls. The gifîs of genius are far
greater than lte givers tlîemselves venturc te sbppo.se. Two fortunate errors
cntered into Columbus's calculationF :-HI-e fancied the globe inueli smaller
titan it is; and hie iniagined Asia te stretchi inucli further castward than it
really dees. These happy inistakes encouraged hini to venture eut into the
western waters, uinder the impression titat, his voyage could flot be unduly
lengthened before hie touchled some of the islands off the coast of Eastern
Asia. Thus, thon, the great thouglît, dimily seen at first, rose grander and
grander, like a great, sun on his soul, and at length possessed and enthrailed
luis whele beiug. Doubts vanislhed. The long arns of lus faith. reicied
across and touclied the proinisedl land, while lie stood on the shores of Spain.

We have ail looked with interest on the picture that represents Columbus
expouuding to flue Pnior of La Rahidfa the -rounids of his imighty hope. Seat-
cd at a table, w'ith a map before im au compasses iii haud, is the stately
figure of> the hiero, his littie son Diego by his side. A striking portrait it is:
tall, majestic, grave and lofty ini bearing; the face lightcd up ivitlî that en-
thusiasm, whiclh marks the hiero ami the saint; the ruddy check, bronzed by
exposure to the ocean winds; the luair prematurely wvhite; tj.u man himuself
fresh and courageouis-battered but not overtlîrown by miisfortune. 1l liIad
arrived at the Franciscan Convent of Santa, Maria de I-,abida, iu Andahîsia.
on foot, leaditcg by the lîand his little boy. Weary, dust-covered and thread'
bare, hie bcggecd at the Couvent gate for a crust of bread. H1e liad turued bis
baek is disgust ou Portugyal, whiose king had meaîly tried te act on bis plauF
wheu confidentially subniittcd, witliout luis concurrence or aid, and so./rob hinii
of his reward. Now lie wvas on his way to flic capital of Oýpaiti. The Prier
of the Couvent, Juan Perez by naie, entcred iiute conversation ivith. the cane-
worr wa.yfarer; aîîd beiug a, nia of education and intelligence, lie soon fouud
thiat hie n'as entertauuutge ne ordinary traveller. H-our after Ilour lie listened,
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