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Our Conteibutors.

SOME SHATINGS.

By RNONONIAN

Oac of the good things 1 heard during
my visit to the Old Land was an address,
delivered in the cabln of the Vancouver, by
Mr. McKenzle, one ot our missionarles to
Honan. The cabin was filled with people
from all parts of the world. Many of them
attended because they were Interested in
foreign mission work, and sume, X dare say,
because there was nothing else to attend.
Kuowlng something of ihe difficulty of
speaking in a place of thzi kind and betore
an audience composed of all kinds of peo-
ple, I felt a little anxious about the appear-
ance our representative would make. There
was not the slightest cause for any anxiety.
Our misslonary stood up like the brave,
manly Highlander he is, told his story ina
straightforward, common-sense, business-
like way and won the respect of everybody
who heard him. There werc people present
who did not believe In foreign missions and
were candid enough to say so, but all that I
heard speak in that way ended by adding,
# No doubt Mr. McKenzle isa good man,
and certainly he delivered an interestiog
address.” Itis a great thing to have our
Church represented in the outside world by
men who can give a good account ot them.
selves and of thelr work in any company.
It is bad enough to make an ass of yourself
around home, but it is a great deal worse to
do so before representative people from all
parts of the world. It would have done
good to Hamilton Cassels, and Brother
McKay, and Father Wardrope, and Dr.
McLaren and all the other young men who
are taking an ioterest In Forelgn Misslon
work to have attended that meeting on the
Vancouwer.

I worshipped 1o two churches in  Scot.
land in which the service is said to be * ela-
borate.” Just what elaborate means when
applied to a religious service I am not quite
sure, but I can tell what I saw aod heard.
To begin with, there are two preachers and
they sit over against each other in Episco
palian style. They wear a hood over the
Genevagown. Let no man say wearing
the hood is an O1d Kirk practice. I saw two
jn churches far enocugh removed from Old
Kirktism. There is nothing wicked in a hood,
though if 2 hood doesnot lie more kindly
on one’s back and keep its place better than
the Kunox Colleze hood does, it might be-
come a great nuisance to a preacher who
warms up in his discourse. As a rule, how-
ever, the preacher who wears a hood does
pot warm up to any great extent, Chanting
is part of an elaborate service. Responsive
readings form anotber part. All is very
gaod if the people like it and can do it well.
1f one of the preachers can pray and preach
as Dr. Marshall Laug does, almost any kind
of a service would be good. T utterly failed
to see any special advantage inthe “ela.
boration,” while it always does more or less
injury by creating the impression that there
is an attempt to Imitate the forms of another
Church. Certainly there is nothiog gained
jo any dlrection by intoning, or what is
worse, half intoning. Is there any power in
this or in any other world that can show why
it is better to say ah-men than amen.

The fullest church I saw in my travels
was Free St George's, Edinburgh, the
church that Dr. Candllsh preached in for
many years. The great Doctor's bust stands
ip the vestibule, How I did wish that he
could bimself stand in the pulpit just for one
evening. I have often heard it said that the
congregation that worships in Free St
Gueorge's 1s intellectually and soclally one of
the strongest Presbyterlan coogregations in
the world. One might add physically as
well, for certalnly a finer looking body of
people could not be found. Candlish gather
ed around him,a splendid representation of
the inteliect of “the Modern Athens. Q.
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C's, judges, literary men, representative
business men, professors, and people of that
kind, and many of them are there yet. The
church could not be any fullerin the Doctor's
time than it Is now, In August, however,
there is a large representation of the people
that over there they call ** Americans.” One
of the things a Canadian leatns with a little
paln on the other side of the water is that
most of the people he meets do not seem to
know, or perhaps do not care to koow, the
difference between a Canadian and a citizen
of the United States.

I saw one thing in Scotland that we need
badly ‘enough in our Church, and which1
hope we may soon bave, A glance atths
interlor of the Free Church Assembly Hall
makes one say, *‘this Is a much better kind
of a room for alarge Church Court to sit
in than any church can possibly be. The
seats are arravged in much the same way as
the seats In a modern Parliament House and
there is a splendid gallery from which hun-
dreds ofladles and their escorts watch the
proceedings. Why should not we bave ao
Assembly Hall In our church? We are bet-
ter able to build one than the Free Church
people were when they built theirs, There
is plenty of room on the Kuaox College lot
for a hall and church offices. A few years
ago the position might be a little out of the
way for the church offices, but the street cars
have brought all parts of the city near one
another.

To me one of the most interestiug build-
ings in Edioburgh was Dr. Guthrie's old
church, As a kind of supplement to a ser-
vice I attended one Sabbath morning, I went
around to see the place where the Doctor
delivered the sermons I have been reading
more or less since boyhood—the place, too,
in which Dr. Hanpa delivered his classic
lectures on *“the Life of our Lord.” The
beadle and 1 got well acquainted in a minute
or two when he heard what I wanted and
be showed me around in a style that was
particularly demonstrative for an Edinburgh
man. 1 wentinto the pulpit and epjoyed
the luxury of a rather peculiar sensation as
1 stood on the spot where Dr. Guthrle won
his greatest triumphs. A rather loquacious
man—very loquacious for an Edinburgh
man—that I happensd to strike up a talk
with on the way to the church, showed me
how far out on the street the crowd used to
stand as they waited to get la to hear
Guthrie. Heassured me in the most con-
fident tone that they **had nothing of that
kind in Edinburgh now.” He seemed to
feel the loss about as keenly as a lawyer |
met in a town near the capitu! who assured
ma that there is not a single minister in
Edinburgh now who can ‘' paiat a ship-
wreck.” He said he heard Guthrie paint a
shipwreck so vividly ooce that he felt the
planks golng from under him. There may
be no one in Scotland now who can paint a
shipwreck or anything else as vividly as Dr.
Guthrie used to paint, but there are any
number of ministers in Scotland, Canada
and every other Christian country who cao
preach the gospel fairly well, and that after
all is the main thing. 1f Gathrle could paint
as well as prove and persuade, he had oone
more talent, and let us all be thauokful that
he used it so well.

IN THE NEW WEST.

——

BY THE REV. ] H. EDWARDS, D.D.

As a Yaokee '* neebui” taking a friendly
survey of Presbyterian field-work west of the
Rockies, Iam incliced to send THE CANADA
PRESBYTERIAN a few notes of recent exper-
ience. The same kind ot work is being
done on both sides of the international line,
uander slightly different clrcumstances. Like
detachments of the same army corps assigned
adjacent parts of the common battlefield,
the Presbyterians of Canada and of the
United S.ates may well sympathize with each
other and rejoice in every onward movemeszt
either may make,

Enterlng British Columbia from the
south, by the Columbia river route, we came
intothe West Kootenay district at Trall, and
found two ‘‘ hustling” young cities where
two years ago only a few prospectors and ex-
perimentlng miners were on the ground.
Trail now members 1,500 Inbabitants and
Rossland four times as many. Everything,
of course, is new and crude, but these min-
ing camps are much In advance of those
commonly found in Australia, Africa or the
States. The good order which marks the
British Columbian minlng towns is most
creditable to the Province, and au object-
lesson to other reglons. In the Trall Creek
district, including these two crowded
* camps” and the surrounding reglon, the
majesty of the law is embodled in the person
of Mr. John Kirkup, goid commissioner,
maglstrate, sheriff and jailer all in cae, Ile
is a brawny Scot, with over six feet of com-
pact bone and muscle, who, like John Kaox,
fears not the face of any tnan. Pistals are
no more than popguas to him. Toughs and
sports are spotted by him at once, and
informed that the climate Is not healthy for
them, A stralght bout with the fists he does
not object to except to thrash an uofair
pugllist ; but if any law is violated Joha
Kirkup does not let the sun go down on bhis
judicial wrath before he has administered
even-handed justice. It is the promptness
and certainty of the law's execution which
breeds respect for it, and makes orderly
citzens of those who, under other conditions,
become reckless and violent in conduct.

As to the immense resources of British
Columbia your readers are well informed.
Muttitudes will be grea.ly disappoiated ifit
does not prove the Colesado of the Domia-
ion, with Rossland a- its Denver. More
importa.., however, {s the progress of that
Word which is better than thousands of
gold and silver, The advance heralds of
the Gospel are found in all parts of this new
country, doing brave and faithful work for
the Master. Presbyterians are among the
foremost to occupy strategic polnts and
minister to the incoming throng. I did not
have the good fortuce to sce the Rossland
pastor, but learn that heis meeting with
much encouragement in his effarts at this
important polnt. Its peculiar character and
the difficulty otthe work may be imaglned
from the fact that the stream of new-comers
crowds every traln from Trail, so that some-
titnes men are sitting on the front of the
locomotive, and a score or two of feet fringe
the roof of the cars occupied by those who
find no room inside.

At Trall, a student from Queen’s, Mr.
McMillau, is not only holding but first build-
ing the fort in true soldierly style. I found
him at work with his Sunday school super-
intendent, hammer in hauod, prepariog the
new church, ofthe board and batten style
of architecture for its opening service last
Sunday. A hundred and tweoty-five in.
terested listeners were present. Upon the
foundation now being laid the future will
doubtless see a large and prosperous church.
The tollsand sacrifices of the first workers
may be forgotten on earth, but in heaven
there is a record of them which will be re-
ward enough in itself.

At Revelstoke, anotber Queen’s student,
Mr. Geddes, is laboring with zeal and effi-
clency. The church building, though not
large, is the best in  town. The Sunday
school and evening service are well at-
tended, largely by young people, who main-
taln an excellent choir. Revelstoke is 3 dif-
ficult field, but the church there more than
hold its own, and with the expscted growth
of the town ought to be a strooghold of faith
and good works for all the reglon roundabout.
Mr. Geddes has a patish 8 hundred miles
long, and of indefinite breadth. Every week
he goes out on the line of the Oanadian
Pacific and holds meetings among bridge
crews, trackmen, miners and others, retura-
log In time to drill his cholr Satarday evea-
ing.

The Rev. Mr. Black, a former studeat at
Queen’s and at Kaoox, occupics the feld at
Banff, with branch work at Canmore and
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Authracite.  The Eplscopalians have the
use of the church on alternate Sundays,
Last Sabbath Canon Sansoon, of Toronto
preached a solemn practical discourse 01;
death and the judgment. Mr. Black had 5
unique experience a short time since. A
lost prospector was reported to be wande-
ing among the mountalns by his comrade
who arrived at Baoff more dead than ul|v¢:
The Mounted Pollice made no mcvement
and the citizens raised a subscuption u;
seadan Indian out for him. Mr. Black
volunteered to go with the Indian and push
the search. They were gone a week, learq.
ed from a plctograph on a tree at a deserteq
camp that the man had fallen in withy
party of Shuswap Iundlaas, in pitlable plight,
and had fioally emerged at Golden oa the
rallway. The story of the expedition as re.
lated to me by the plucky young mioister,
would make a stirring and romautic nar.
rative.

Eoough has been said to show the ster.
ling stuff of which these young ploneer work.
ers in the New West are made, and aiso to
suggest the difficultles and dangers of thei
work. They doa kind aad .amount of laber
which older men with family responsibilities
might not so readily accomplish, Vet the
employment of studgats 1n these importagt
fields can be only a temporary expedient. As
soon as possible, stroog, able mea should
be sent forward to occupy these posts, and
carry oo the work as no inespericnced,
partially tralned wministerscan doit. To
the heroic young workers on the frontier ali
pralse is due. The experience they gain
wlil be invaluable. To all its missionary
representatives in the forefront of the Lae
with scepticism, vice and materialism Ia the
great West, the Church owes unfailing
sympathy and generous support.

THE GOSPEL IN LARGE
CAPITALS.—11].

PATON'S STORY OF A CHRISTIAN
ADVENTURE.

Dr.

BY FIDELIS.

For a loog time Mr. Paton made but hittle
head way among the degraded and childish
savages, whose barbarous habits ot pamt.
ing themselves red and black and carrying
spears aod clubs made them formidabie
enough in appearance as well as tn reality.
They were greedy and rapactous too, un-
willing to render the smallest service without
exorbitant payment., Ia such circumstances
the purchase of land and the erection ofa
mission-house was a matter of no little diff-
culty.
young mussionary often witnessed, even i
the family relations of the heathen, pamfully
shocked and depressed him. He gradoally
collected a small congregation for a church
service, learned their language by the simple
colloquial process, smce it had never yet
been reduced to forms that could be printed.
But his position was precarious in the ex-
treme. The warlike savages were always
on the verge of hostile outbreaks between
tribes, and it was not difficult for thein.
famous sandal-wood traders—a disgraceto
ths English name—to incite them, by fiend: |
ish iatrigues, against the missionary, whose .
worlk they disliked and feared. Even the
elements seemed at times to war agaiost
them; hurricaues and epidemics, from which
the missionaries themselves suffered, were
attributed to the anger of the Evil Spirit,
whose worship was menaced by the new
religion. Again and agaia Mr. Patoo’s life
seemed Io imminent danger from the
incensed savages, but in God's goud provi-
dence, thelr nefatious desigas were frustrats
ed, sometimes by the iotervention of one ot
two friendly chiefs, sometimes by the forceof
the missIONaty’s Own 1Impressive pesonality.
On one occasion, when it was almost decid:
¢d, in a couacil, to take the lives of the whole *
mission party, including their Ancityumese
teachers, a great warrior chief jotervened
with the declatation . “ The man thai kills
Missi must first kill me, the men thatkil

The cruelties and barbarities the °



