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on the ordinances of the Church bc imposed. Sup-t
port of thc Church by the State bas deadened the.t
Cliristian conscience so iar as the matter of giving is
conccr,îed, and il takes time for ad justment te sum-a
pler andi more cvatîgelical nielhods of contributionra
for religious purposes. The educative process is1

~advancitîg. Various influences more or lcss worlby(
are at tt ori for its extension. The scycrance of tbe(
bond that bound Cburch and State togcther has1
thrown the Churclies on their own resources. It bas
beeti found that Ibis is a great advantage te the
religious bodies theinselves, since it bas been the
means of enabling theni te adopt a more excellent
tvay in the support ai Chiristian ordinances.

Atiother educative force lias beeti the sclî-deniat
and endurance whi:ch the larger portion oi the Chris-
tiai ministry bas excnîjlifled. Many wortby lab-1
ourcrs have beeti very itsadequately stipported, yet
îbcy bave gone oin unconplaîningly looking for a
higher reward Iban any înerc compensation moîîey1
can afford. The dificullies tbat beset the working1
of the Augmentation Scbemne, confessedly necessary
as il is, and ils dlaims prescnîed with unflagging1
energy and carncsttîess by Rev. D. J. Macdonnelli
and ether disinterested men show thal education ini
the principle of Christian givîng is only imperfecllyi
understood. At ail events in the carrying ent ofi
the schemne Ihere is considerable divergence betwceni
profcssion anîd practice.4

Yet anoîber appreciablc influence ini stimulat-1
ing liberality is found in the appeals te the eimuila-
tive capacîty of himman natuîre. Mr. Smith afnnually
conîributes so much ta the congregational funds.
The tact is duly chrouicicd in the financial records,
and in due course fsnds ils tvay mbt the annital
printed report. Mr. joncs, in spîte ai himself, tlsoughj
flrmly cotsvinced thiat giving for religions purposes is
a materai dîîty and persanal rzsponsibility, is morei
influenced by what ho secs in the printed reporti
tban hie cares le admit. This mclbol of appeal te
avcrage human nature is supposed ta bc a carryingi
eut of the Scriptural practice of proveking oe e
anotber to lave and goad works, and ini barmonyi
tith strict and carclul business rnetlîods.

A hopeful cducaîîve agency ta promote Christian
giving is that oi systesnatic beneficence. This is
anc ai the latest fealures ai aur Ciuurch work. It is
no longer leit ta sporadic effort, but bas a recognized

F place amang the instrumentalidies te bc employed
for te advanccment ai practical religion. There is
a standing comittlee which annually reports te
the General Assembly and occasianally issues
addrcsses ta the mernbership ai the Church in wlîich
the dusîy is clearly explained and cniorccd. One of
the leading spriis in conrnction with this movenient
is Principal Caven who in cue season plcads earn-
cstly and eloquently for the exercise of this aose of
the best evidences of the power of a living personal
Christianity. The Church cannae attain ta the full
measure of ber power until rich and poor, yeung and
aid, give as the Lord bath prospered them ungrudg-
ingly and in the spirit oi a truc consecratien for
Cbrist's sake and fro.n lave te Hini.

TO WYN A N!) CO UN TR Y CHUR CHES.

C %OUNTRY churches pursue their work under
conditions somewhat different from those in

towns and cities. They have net the sanie facilities
fer organization, and tbey have difficulties of their
awn ro contend witb. The minister has his fuît
measure ai responsibility, and ofren has te do single
handed wvhat in better erganized charges is donc
by others. In the country churches there is net,
and under the circumstances cannot vell be, the
same division ai church work that is ilpand ta exist
in town and city congregatiens. Whilc conceding
that there is a degree of slowness in moving, a pro;-
ference for old ways in many country congregations,
snuch mîght hc donc by vigilant and prudent energy
in pushing the work of crganization. There s, it is
truc, neither suficient range nor tht same facility
for diversificd congregational agencies, yet with
resolute purpose and silful action there is no de-
nying that efficient sacieties for carrying on con-
gregatienal werk might flourishi far more extensively
than tlîey do ai present.

In town and city there is a cry that organization
is overdone. The com plaint is nat altogether tith-
o ut foundation. Yet even in larger centres this need

Snot be There is roorn for a more complete adap-
tation in the employmcnt of Christian activity. It
happens occasonally that in a large cengregatien
many of the people ,lho are styled workcrs do not
hnsband -their strength or exercise, a great amount
of discrimination. They belong to three or four or
even more cengregatienal secieties, net to mention
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those of a more general charactcr. Thcy expend
their. energies in a ceascless activity. It is a question
whcther thcy mightflot be able to do more effective
and better work if their time was flot se crowded
and their energics more concentrated. It is both the
privilege and duty of the congregation te foster and
dcvelop the latent talent and pover of service of
cach individual member, flnding out the particular
forni of Christian activity for which each is best
fittcd. As it is there arc many in every congrega-
lion both in town and country whose attitude is
oine of pt--sive reccptivity. They are contented to
browse ruminatingly on the field of ordinances. It
nieye- occurs to theni that they might taire a share of
the active Christian %work tvhich lies near to the
hand of evcry one. Truc, aIl have not the same
gifts, but in this is the Church's strengtb. Each in
bis place doing what lie is most capable of doitîg
wili bring eut the Chiurch's power for practical
good.doing in a mianner that bas neyer yet bcen
fully rcalizcd.

Even itn large centres a proper distribution and -
glineral apportionment of congregational work
would remove thr objection thal bas been urged, flot
wîîhout reason, that we are being organized te
death. In the cily the complaint is that we have
ton inuch organization ; in the country ton lilîle. It
is a narrow and convenhiatial view that exalts the
city churches at the expense of those in the country.
Mainy advantages are on the side of city charges.
They have numbers and wcalth ; they are sur-
roîînded by sphercs that offer unlimited scope for
practical Christian work. They are in general able
to secure the best available mninisterial talent. The
mnaterial for the sciection of the flîtest office-bearers
is abundant. Some of the difficulties that country
churches have to contend with do not exist. The
tendency of population is townward. Energies are
taxed to provide necessary accommodation for the
stcadily augmenîing city populations. There are
many country places and small towns where there is
perceptible a steady diminution of inhabitants. The
more energetic and onterprising setîlers, finding the
outl-ok tee circumnscribcd, move away tn the busy
centres, and thus the town and city congregacions
are benefitted by the influx of those who have been
traincd unfer faithful country pasterates. But
their pews in thecocuntry churches are let empty.
The )eople that replace the farmers wl'o leave may
belong to other communions. The young people,
finding no suitable outlet for their energies, hive off
as oppartunuties offer, mnd ilst when they might bc
iiseful in the Christiar. wosn. ini the community to
which by birth they belong and in the congregation
ta which they owe their religious impressions and
training-they move away and leave the tanks ditnin-
ished.

People generally judge by visible results. A
cengregatien placed ini exceptionally favourable cîr-
cumstances may be able to tabulate large annual
accessions to its membership. Things generally are
presperous. It gets full credit for its progressive-
ness, and no fair-minded person will do other than
rejoice and desire its continued success. No less
but possibly more credit and encouragement are
due te the Church that stands as a beacon light in
the midst of a stagnant or decaying- communily.
The cengregation that faitbfully and resolutely
maintains with urtdiminished zeai its steady work
amidst rliscouragements is worîhy of much more
credit than usually falis to its share. The minister
who remains at bis post with its attendant depres.
sions, and works on steadily and conscientiously
under a deep sense of accountability to the King
and Head of the Church bas the making in him of
a spiritual hero. It is the customi too much to judgeof men by the rmttward visible success of their work,
and to ovcrîook those who no less worthily occupy
the fields that do flot obtrude themselves on the
public gaze. Those whose eycs are undazzled by
superficial appearanct-s vill accord to the brethren
who labour so efficiently in the country charges a
higher meed of esteem than is customnarily extendcd
them.

In town and country the animating spirit of
Christian work is the saine. Location does net add
to or diminish the value of the imtnortal soul. Ils
salvation is the object of ail Christian effort, and
the advancemezàt of the divine life, the edification of
the body of Christ whcther in city or rural resting
places, is a work worthy of the highest attairiments
and most devoted consecration. In view of the
magnitude and importance of the work solemnly
entrusted te the minister of Christ temporary dis-
tinctions fade out. The final award will be te, the
fidelity with which Christ and Him crucifled has
been preachcd, not in town or country, but through-
out the world. Christ's commission is world-wide.
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Tor, NaWv ENGLANII MAGAZINE. (Boston: New England Mage-

sine Co"petin.)-The September number of ibis magazine is of
speclal Interesltau Canadian tenders. In addition to valuabie papets
on general andi economlc subjects, thete ate twa interesting cantribu.
tions by Canadimn uritets of acknowiedged meuit. Dr. George
Stcwaîl wmites on IlLiterature in French Canada," and W. Bllackburn
flatte discusses IlSortie CanadiunWriters of To.day." This las%
paper la fiéel>, ilustrateti with portraits ai a number of aur best
knawn andi watt esteemeti Canad ian authors. W. WiI(red Campbell
and Archibaiti Lampman contribute pocms ta thc cuitent number.

PLYMOUTHISM WRIGHîîw EN THItI IALANCIS. 13Y ReV. John
Nichais, pistai of St. Marks Church, Montreal. (Montreal : W.
Dry3dale ll Co.)-This trenchant exposure of ahe assumptions andi
defects of I'lymouthism wss otiginall>, prepatd, the author tells us,
with no intention ai publication, but as a paper ta lbc tend before the
Protestant Mlinisterial Association ai Montreat. Ilis ministerial breih.
ren and other frientis thougbt so, well of it that they stiviseti its pub-
lication la the present faims. Wiîhin bri compâsa Mr. Nichais hats
been succeaiful in dealing wth the leading points, and soute ai
the *actics af the PlymouthB litren.lits general circulation uilbe
useful.

Titi John Y. fluiber Ca. ai Philadeijihia bave faîwsrded ativance
siteets of uhat promises ta be a mast excellentt anti valuable wotk.
ltis titt is IlThe Prince of l'eace," b>, Mis. Isabella M. Abrita, sa,
uldel>, and favourabl> knwn b>, her pen.narne oaIl "Pans>." This
admirable suriter in this, ber latest warlc, does for yaung reand.
ers *hat such mets as Fanrar, Geikie, Andrews, Edecahcim andi
athera have dane for the aduit seadiers ai the time. She narralea the
fle afijesus in the ardinar>, language of aur time. Judging friouthese
adivancedi sheefs, she bas laviagi>, andi cousdcntiously performeti the
taue asigntd ber, andi the woik wbcn given ta the public wilf be certain
ta méet wltb a cordial recensioin, andi il wilI na less cetaaity wield a
pawerfil influence (or gooti. The work witl bt i cpiausy illustrateti
with engravings fineiy designeti andi caic(utly cxecuted.

TTiiRAsuity FOR PA.4TaR ANI)> PEoPLE. (New York : F.
Bl. Treat.)-Tbe September numbcr oaibtiis evangelical manthi>, la
prc*eminently richin laseverai depaitmients. Evcry preacher andi
uurkcr for Christ wiui final here a tich <tast, mental stimulus anti
practical biais. The portrait ai Dr. A. T. Wolft, favoutabi>, knawn
in Toronto, faims thetfrantispiece, anti bis sermon on IlDavidi For.
givcn " wulli bc a source of great colit ta man>,. A splcndid ser-
mon b>, Dr. R. S. Starra cornes next in aider, followcti b>,tua others
ai gteat power-ane by Dr. Meyer anti the other b7 Dr. liait. Tht
article lhy President Grahamu on the Living Issue-" thse Bible asea
Texti-Boal in Thealogical Seminaties," bas the truc ing. The tendi-
ing articles on Il Will lie Draw the Youngil " I Belicve in tht
fli, <has," ant Il"The <One Themne," are ful ai ucîl cansidercil
ideas, and IAn Easstcrn City," b>, Mcv. J. G. Kitchin, thtaus a flood
af light upon man>, trais af Sctiapturc. Thtel'.q;z. Meeting Topics arc
very suggestive ; IlThe 1lcavcnly Registcr," b>, Dr. T. L. Cuylea,
ls replcte with comfoiting anti testing iîuth. Dr. G. R. Van Die
WVatcr gives excellent ativice ta fnen ia their homes, anti Dr. J.
Thampsan notes several apecial paints in lionsiletics that should hle
ai grest service ta sermcnizers. Ail tht deparînienîs aret udt sus-
tancti.

FOUR Yeats agni says the Christian 1korid, when Mr. Greenwoo',
publiaheti his flet edition afII" Public Liarieîs," o111Y 133 places bas
adopteci the Public Lisaties Acis. Now bc teills us, in bis thirti
edtian <Simpisin & Ca.), a total ai 208 adoptions ai the Acta has
been reacheti. Scventy.five adoptions afube Acta in four years against
133 for ibis t>,six yetis, may, Mr. Grcenwood thinles, be considerîctia
very saaistactaiy record. It indicates ibat ute bave trachei a tung ai
tht latider la aut national lufe uhen these institutions are fast begia.
aing lo be looledt upon as an inseparabt coroliary ai tht Boactichools,
andi that no district tau be complete until it bas a building inscribeti
as a Public Librar>,. Taking as a criterian the number ai public lib.
rat.'es lanailier counitries, the comparison la, bowever, woeiully against
us- In Atutila thcre are no0 cer thian 557 ; France posses S sac,
ItalY,, 49J; German>,, 398 ; Greti llitain, 2o8; Russa, 145 ; Bavaria,
t69. Ir. saout districts tht praportianate issue ta esch inhabitant
teachef.avec four books pet year aifte entire population ai the taun
and ta eauh actiai borower aver twenty volumes pet year. But
white anc touas cequires four bocks pet beati for its population, other
towas arm satisficti wiîb less tisa one. Taksrag tht average ai tht
touas through where there are public libraties, it is about ane book
and tia-UV ta each persan in the acta tht>, cover. Thetreading la
dont : Seventeen pet cent, b>, the independent anti prafessianal
classs, fortyfour pet cent, b> tradesmen, students, sbop aissstunis
andi cletlas, andtittu:y-nlae pet cent. b>, mecbanict andti abourets.
IBadtraIde ulil ai once affect the returas, andi gooti trade leaves is
tine for ceading. Wett uather sentis people ta the libraries, andi a
strict af lectures on special sublects uiil lesse tht zretuins. Asoanti
the heati oi thtesues oa iction tht starmu of criticism bas rageti gitis
the greateat iuiy. As everybody>, however, teasa sart works ai fic.
lion at saut lime or other, the question lil probabl>, seule itsd1 if
a wise selection ai bookes la exerciseti. Amassg the working clas
especiali>,, if tht>, axt ta live isealthil>, and naturailly, there muat bc
a cauneterpoise ta the monotony ofaisemechanical employmeni,
andi if their imagination can lic quiciceneti b7 fiction that la tlevating
andi educational in chazacter, anti a passon for rtading createti, it
wili nat remain satisfleti uitb uciles af fiction ocl>. This ia proveti
by the faci ihai the proportion af rnlid literature la steadul>, an the
itacrease andi tht issue ai fiction in ma>, libraries steadu l.- ciinissg.
Looking at the vast libraries ia uhici s sae gret Englisý . miies
keep under loek andi key mua>, rare editions ai lamous books woutb
their ueight ia gobai, the refleetian ta Mr. Greenwoc is ainevitable,
tisaI, valuabie as these collections are, the>, are not put ta the heu
usne. Bound fsultlessly andi abut up in elabotatti>, caveti oak book-
cesatha are selda. opeèti, inaccessible save to a feu, md on
occasions of gret atit>,, tht>, becomet utile .acte than expenaîve
articles of i fuciture, wbereas if the treasures were placet uponi the
gapinq ishelves of public libraties, tht>, ucultilive borevet, «dt no ont
coulti estimate wue, alanR the liine ai the tenerations ta flîcur, ibe>
woolti ceaie ta gratify maW enlighien.
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