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It should not be difficult for a scttled pastor to
form a correct estimate of the difficulties out cate-
chists have to labour under in not having authurity to
marry and baptize  Let any pastor ask himself this
simple question, How would I like to have to call
in a neighbouring Methodist minister to marry the
young of my rongregation and baptize the Lildren:
How lnng would some ministers huld their congicga
tions together on these conditions®> And yet these
are precisely the conditions on which we put cus
catechists to work, and that too in fields in which de
nominational ties arc not ncarly so stiuny as they
usually are in cstablished congregations. It does
not meet the difficulty to say that a neighbouring
Presbyterian minister may be called in.  In pasts of
our largest mission field there 5 no neighbouring
Presbyterian minister to call in.  The nearest neigh-
bour may be fifty miles away. People wun't go fifty
miles for a minister to marry them if they can get
one at five. The visits of ordained ministers are few
253 far between The mission superintendent can
not make his rounds more than oncc a year In the
meantime we say to our zatechists, “Y va may preach
—¢+he most responsible and important wutk Gud and
his Church cver assigned to man but yuu must
send for a rival minister of another denomination
to marry your young penple and baptize the children
ot your fle~k™ Can no one suggest a practical
remedy for this state of things ?

DurinNe the last hours of the General Assembly,
an attempt was 1aade to show the supreme court that
our catechists labour unde- very serious disadiantages
in the home mission field, because they have nu
authority to baptize and marry. The attempt was
not very successful, mainly beciuse business was
being put through with a rush, and there was no time
to give the matter any lengthened consideration.
Those whn are brought into close contact w.th ous
home mission work know that just here is one of our
weakest points  Ou- -atechists preach, and preach
as well, or perhaps hetter, than any of their neigh-
bours. When the young penple unde- their Jharge
wish to marry, a neighbouring minister, usually a
Methodist, has to be called in to perform the cere-
mony. When there are children to baptize, a minis-
ter from another denomination administers the urdin-
an~e. The representative of Presbyterianism has to
stand meekly aside, while the representative of some
rival denomination comes in and does work among
our own people that our own representative should do.
Is this reasonable® Does such an arzangement do
justice to our representative, to the people that he
12"ours among, or to the Church as a whole? The
.aswer must be an emphatic “no.” If tac.c 13 no
remedy, then our system is a failure tothe extent that
it finds no remedy. Surely there is som- way of
getting over the difficulty without relaxing our prac-
tice in regard to ordination.

A YEAR or two ago the American Presbyterian
Church of the North made a very friendly advance
toward thr Southern Church, with a view to organic
union. A deputation went to the General Assembly
of the Southern Church, werc well received, and made

very fine specches. A deputation caine to the North-
ern Assembly and went through the same programme,
There the matter ended. Nothing has since been
done except send friendly telegrams from cach As-
scmbly to the other. There is no denying the fect
that the Southern Church does not desire union at
the presenttime. 1t it equatly evideat that they are
opposcd to union mainly because they think the
Northern Church is uot seund on some matters—
mainly the relation between Church and State, ‘They
cannot be pursuaded that the Northern Church did
not pursue a wrong course during the war, [t scems
almost like retributory justice that about the very
time they Lroke off usion negotiatious with the North
be ause of alleged heterodoxy on the question men-
tioned, a violent agitation broke out in theirown body
about evolution, It is alle,ed that onc of their pro-
fessors has been teaching a modified form of evslu.
t" 2 to his students, and the Church is greatiy excited
over the matter, The case is dragging it: slow
length along through the courts, and nobedy can tell
when or how it may end.  Saying to a ncighbouring
Chuurch or congregation * Stand by, I am more ortho-
dox than thou”is arisky kind of exercise in these
times. Nobody knows where heresy or sin of some
kind may show itself around home. Magnifying the
aileged faults of our neighbours is a poor business.
Those who excel in the wretched business are always
the most vulnerable themselves.

Tut cffect of Christianity on nations is shown by
the reluctance with which Christian nations go to war.
1 ess than a hundred years ago the Fishery dispute,
about which we read a little every day, would have
been settled by an appealto arms.  Less than a hun-
dred years ago the Aladam.a claims would have been
s~ttled in the same way No sensible Americin or
Englishinan thinks of fighting over this fishery
business In fact the people not directly interested
in the dispute pay fttle attention to it.  Not one man
in a thousand knows much about it. The people are
satisficd to allow their representatives to settle the
dispute by arbitration of some kind, and if they cannot
settle it peac=ably then the people will appoint men
who can. In fact, a war between Britain and
America is scarcely among the probabilities. Dema-
cogues might try to raise bad feelings, but before it
came to blows the people would rise in their might
and put the demagogues d~wn. There is a vast
amount of hard common sense among the rank and
file. Most of them have found out that the political
demagogues who try to make civilized neighbours
butcher each other are cither knaves or lunatius or a
combination of both. Peoptie are beginning to’see
that war is a terrible scourge, and that peace is an in-
estimable blessing. The preacher and the schoul
master b ve been abroad to some purpose, and the
millions have learned that they can do something
better with themselves than stop bullets. It was hugh
time. When all the nations have learned to treat
tyrants and demagogues as they are for the most part
treated in England and America, then the nations
will learn war no more.

TueRE1s a growing feeling across the lines that
the Amerian clergy are overdoing the holiday busi-
ness.  No sensible person pays any atteation to what
15 saud un the subject by hiterary Phubistines who write
about empty churches simply 1o have a thing at the
clergy. These men never attend church, and most
of them would prefer that all churches were closed
all the year round.  When a divine like Dr, Leonard
Wuolsey Eacon wries in this way, however, the mat-
ter becones differsat .

for the second r.candal of the vacauua usage, asit gene-
rally prevaily, s this . that it tends (o widen, decpen and
fix the in.pression that ministers of the Gosprl ase a self
indulgent class of people. I do not believe that this im-
pression {which certainly prevails more widely than minis.
ters generally are aware) s just,  The mimsiry asa profes-
sivn andoubtedly is infested to & curaulerable extent wit,
cowards and shirks and self-scekers, But it is constantly
dropping them out of z-tive service. The actual working
clergry of America, as known to me by an expericice be-
ginning with my catliest memory, is by every measureinznt
a noble class of men. But theclergy appear to the average
man of the world on vacation in by no means an he:oic
aspect. At many of the idlest of summer resorts there is
no one profession 50 mukitudinously represented as that of
the men who are supposed to be officially burning with
2eal for the resene uf 2 dying world § and thereis no smaller
small-tal talked, and no lazier dawdling done, by any than
is done by them, Is it strange that men should sometimes
wonder why and how it is that the clergy as 2 class, as scen

from the wateting-place polnt of view, should seem to have
so rruch more time for lounging than the physicians asa
class ot the lawyers as & class ? Any change of the habits
of the profesrion which should tend to cortect this imptes.
sion so far as it {s unjust would be amost desirable change,
It will be a long time before similar charges can be
brought against the Canadian clergy as a class. Most
of them are mercifully delivered from the temptations
of summer resorts.  Still it is well to be careful, 1f
a minister talks much about holidays and * the best
places to go to”; if he makes it evident that he s
thinking as much about his vacation as about his
work ; if he ends his holiday, and begins his work
with manifest reluctance, he injures himself and the
class to which he belongs, Anything that tends to
make people look upon the clergy as an effeminate,
selfish, ease-loving class, does the ministry an im.
mense amount of harm, A vacation is a good thing
for anybody. For many it is a necessity, but a wise
munister will take the vacation with as little fussas
possible.

GERMAN TRHEOLOGY.

11 is a significant and encouraging fact that the dnft
of German theology 1s no longerin the direction of -
doubt and unbelief. The cold and chilling specula.
tions of a quanier of a century @go no langer dom.
nate the prnupal schools of theolo,y, and presem
their glittering and delusive attractions to young and
ardent minds. Emboldened by success, the destruc-
tive criticism of that time indulged in prophetic decla.
rations that cvangehical orthoduxy was neanng us ex-
tinction.  Thie Tubingen School was 1n the asvendan,
and the disciples of Bruno Baur and Strauss were
jubilant at the prospect. Friends.of the faith once
delivered to the saints were, to say the least, appre-
hensive , not .hat they feared for the ulumate progress
of truth, for the Word of the Lord endureth for ever,
but even a temporary eclipse of divine truth 1s disas.
trous to many. The hopes of the one and the fears
of the other have not been realized. A much more
gratifying state of things now prevails at almost ait
the leading German universities.

Pethaps the most remarkable changs 1s observa.
ble in the University of Tubingen aselt.  The theoto-
gical professors are in sympathy with evangehcal
truth, and they seck to impress it on the nunds of their
students. \What was not so long since a centre
whence a destructive rationalism went forth with 1ts
desolating effect has now become a source of spin-
tual light and strength to a new generation. The
principal theological chairs in the universities of Ber-
lin, Leipsic and Erlangen are occupied by men whose
piety is as distinctive as their scholarship is unques-
tioned. When such men as Luthardt, Kabnis,
Delitzsch and Christleib exert a puweiful influcnce i
theis respective universities, excellent results may
justly be expected.

%nother change is also noticcable.  Younyg adher-
ents of the negative theology were very often a sell-
sufficient class. They were the illuminati, the strong.
minded, the progressive, the intelligent , thuse in sym-
pathy with cvangelicalism were regarded as well-
meaaing weaklings, worthy only of a half-contemp-
tuous patronage. This unlovely cynicism is replaced
by a kindtier and more brotherly spirit. [t is true
unfortunately still that sume studeats of modern sur-
ence are prone to exalt materialism as the sum of all
knowledge, and regard the thevlogian with a mixture
of pity and contempt. Theological study in Germany
is becoming increasingly popular.  Lax views are no
longer attractive. These are reported to prevail at
Jena and Heidelberg. But these are not the univer
sities, famous though they are, to which the students
of sacred learning resort. [n addition to theic great
distinction, these historic institutions possess large
endowments, and hold out great inducements in the
way of scholarships, yet in spite of these the attend-
ance is most meagre. The following is the re
corded attendance on the theological classes in the
Prussian universities:

There were in 1881-82 in the nine universitics of Prussia
1,304 students of theology. For 1885.86 the number re-
ported is 2,553—nearly double in four years, Of these 726
were in Berlin, 282 in Halle, 300 in Griefs'vald, 240 in
Konigsberg, 225 in Gottingen, 159 in Breslau, 159 in Mar.
burg, 98 in Bonn, and 64 in Kiel.

The warm-hearted Teutonic nature cannot find
satisfaction in unoelief. A gospel denuded of alt that
is distinctive is dreary and repellent ; it cannot live
loug, but, unfortunately, it lasts long enough to do



