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fresh literature having been obtained, or back numbers of
Serials bound, 50 that it 15 time steps %vere taken to place
flatters on a better footing.' In view of the fact tliat the
.f1ànds of the society are limiited, that a large amount
18 necessaril>' drawn from them to suppi>' the reading
r0o 1 with matter, and also that light literature of ordinar>'
kind, especiali>' novels of com mon writers can be obtained
aan almost nominal cost, which wvas not the case when

the ji brar>' was founided and which obviates one of the
'Pecial difficulties which it was intended to lessen, we
Shoiild think that it would be better not to purcliase an>'
bOOks of that nature whatever, and to appl>' such funds as
rn'IY be available to the completion of sets of the standard
POets and authors, sotatt library, in time, might
becorne possessed of a reali>' valuable literature, such as it
%OUld not be easy for individuals to obtain for themselves,
q1d also to the preservation in good condition of such
Seials as it is always a welcome source of entertainiment

~look over in ycars to corne, not to mention that many
Othe Reviews, for instance, are of a permnanent: character,

&I1d should alwvays be available for reference. We might
S19gge5t that sonie of the literature noA in the librar>' and
Whlich is wholly unsuited to its character, shiould, if pos-
tibîc, be disposed of to the University' library ; and this
't 'Iightbe a hielp towards obtaining other works of the
hrate we have mentioned.

OBITER DICTA.
Mr. Charles Dudley' Warner, nov one of the editors of

Mqeers4agazine, is in Canada collecting materials for
tetain sketches of Canadian life and manners wvhich hie
,1tends publishing, shortly. It is to be hoped Mr. Warner

generalize less sweepingly, and stick a little dloser to
e han he did in his former Caiîadian efforts. It will
jrnembered that he attributed our intellectual and

'try inactivit>' to the eccentricity of the therineter.
11 lental parts are stupified by the cold, he asserted.
ruch time is spent in trying to kecp warm, that none
lefor reading, study, and literar>' production. In

,%this amusîng Am'erican tried to make his many
taders believe that Canadian- are not only intellectuali>'
jPhYsicaîiy im paired by the climate. Mr. Warner now

'I Opportunit>' to correct his numerous mistakes, and
Oerate startling generalizations.

Wi**Whregard to Mr. Warnier's mission to Canada, wve
rMark that Canadian lite and manners are as well
Orturin as American life and manners. Wliilst

therian life ma>' perhaps have some advantage over
11I1 the wvay of richness and fulness, we, on the otherj

Ild h ave certain picturesque elements which Americanq
es not possess. But our life bias not been studied

nrevsto any appreciable extent, and hardly at ahl
4' e ptrposes of fiction. And yet there is m-uch ma-1

for the novelist's craft in Canada, mucli to reward1

study and observation, much that is absolutely unique.
But people wvho do flot take enough interest in themselves
to study tliemselves cannot reasonably expect to be-
studied by outsiders.

The Retaliation Mcss',ge of President Cleveland-
whluih may %vellbe called a proclamation, 50 autocratic
wvas the tone thereof-has served to arouse a national
sentiment in Canada which augurs well for the future
stability and honour of the Dominion. This national
sentiment is our great, our crying need. It alone can save
the State ; it alone can drive out that wretched spirit of
provincialismn which has b.2en the bane of the Canadian
people from the earliest days of their history. It is to be
hoped, too, that our native literature wvill receive an im-
petus from the awakening of national consciousness. The
little interest taken by Canadians in the life of their fel-
lows of another Province is chiefly the resuit of imperfect
knowvlcdge, not to say downright: ignorance. A native
literature would do much to arouse and foster a feeling of
brotherhood among the people of the various Provinces
of whichi the Domninion is composed.

It is disappointing to learn that no biography of the
late Lord Beaconsfield is to be atteinpted in the Queen 's
lifetime. Lord Rowton, who was the private secretary of
the dead statesman, is to be the biographer ; but his
hands are tied for the present. Her Majesty does not
wish him to begii* his labours just yet. A splendid sub-
ject he will have to deal wi th when he is free to begin,
and it is to bc hoped that he lias gifts fitted for the task.
It will require a writer of no mean parts fitly to portray
the many-sided and brilliant D)israeli, and show him to
the world as he really was. That strange and impressive
personality, 50 calm ini will, so active in imagination, so
strong to move otherà withouc the appearance of being
itself deeply stirred, will tax to the utmost the abilities of
him who essays to picture it. So far the bcst study of the
noble Earl which we have read is that of the Danish
author, George Maurice Brandes. Mr. Brandes is himself
of Jewish descent. The great success of his work may in
part be attributed to this: he wvould be so much the more
in sympathy with his subject.

With respect to what wa% said in a contemporary lately
about the necessity of political leaders having a certain
habit of " taking things easy," we may say that those wÇio
do great things, who work the lardest in the highest lines,
are mostly ver>' dependent on such a habit for a relax-
ation of strain, which real mental effort and personal
responsibility always causes, especially when joined to the
delicacy and sensitiveness which finel>' organized natures
possess. It is a habit, too, which adds essentiall>' to a
leader's influence as well as to his persor.al comfort. Peo-
ple forget their fears when the>' find that those fears do
flot seemn to be shared in by him to whom the>' look for


