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neyer be said to belong to, hîmself. He is known
amongst his friends as the man who cannot say " No."
1-e belongs to xvhatever can capture him. He is carried
about by every puny force, and one thing after another
dlaims him by arresting his attention, while he is trying
to go on ; as twigs and leaves floating near the edge of
a stream are intercepted by every weed, and wvhirled in
cvery littie eddy.

The examples of men of decisive character are com-
paratively fcv. The Frcshrnan who decides on a certain
course of study, and immediateiy carrnes his resolution
into systematic practice, and alloxvs nothing to intcrrupt
him, is invariably the man who does well in his examin-
ations. Not only so, he lays a sure foundation for the
succcss that will attend hlm in xvhiatcvcr profession hie
may afterwards select. Ilis mind is thus systemnatically
trained to deliberate quickly, even iii insignificant mat-
ters, and to decîcle, once for ail, on a certain line of
action. Th'le advantagcs of such a mind are signal. The
p)assions are ilot consumed among clubious musings, and
abortive resolutions, but are throxvn xvith ail their ani-
mnating force into deflnite operation. Such a character
is exempt from much interference and annoyance, wvhich
irresolute men have to encounter.

one of the fundamental requisites to constancy of
purpose is an hiarmnonious nature, Le.. the agrecement of
the mmnd with itself, and with the conscience ;the con-
sentîng co-operation of the passions, disposition, etc
Lady Macbeth, thougli devoid of conscience, xvas in other
respects of hiarmonious nature. She xvilled the mnurder
of the king, and did not shrink fromn forming plans for
its accomplishmnent. lier ambition, passion, courage ail
aided lier. Macbeth also willed the death of the king,
but through qualms of conscience his resolution began
to stagger. Shie then threw contempt on his change of
purpose, and accused hirr of fickleness and coxvardice,
and thus shamed and hardened him to the deed. Ilere
conscience xvas warped and deadened by passion. Con-
science is Il the great troubler of the human breast," and
xvhen it loudly declares against a man's project, it vili
be a fatal enemy to decision, tîli it either reclaims the
passions, or be warped by thein, as in 1\acbcth's case.

It follows, therefore, that a truc Christian can only

1 )055e55 this constancy of purpose when his decision is
given for what is right and good, otherwise conscience
would be constantly opposing him, and would make him
undecided. 0f course conscience may entirely lose its
power. The Grustacea of the Mammoth Cave of Ken-
tucky quoted by Mr. Drummond, have chosen to abide
in darkness. IlTherefore they have become fitted for it."
So the mor al perception of man may become so blind to
the working of conscience, that flnaily it waives the right
to sec. This biindness, complete or partial, contributes
to constancy of purpose; but with a bad tendency. Re-
venge for instance has been known to bring about total
blindness to the xvorkings of conscience. Fhe Arch-

enemny in "l'le Paradise Lost " boasts of-
,The unconquerable will,

And study of revhige; immortal hate,
And courage never ta subznit or yield,
And what is else, flot ta be overcomne.-

Hlere persisting cOnstancy of soul gives dignity even to a
character, xvhich every moral principie forbids us to
admire.

Partial b]indness is, to a certain extent, illustrated in
ail obstinate persons. On certain matters they fail to
sec the warnings that conscience places before them,
and here thcy xviii be found to exhibit a stubborncss of
temper, which can assign no reason but mere will. It is
a lamentable fact that a man of such a character invani-
ably boasts of hisfiriluess and deci»sioln.

Lt is commonplace to rcmark- that the xviii and char-
acter dcpend largely on the constitution of the body.
It is for physiologists to expiain the reason for this, but
the truth is apparent from the fact that, as a rule, the
decisive character l)055C55C5 great physical firmnness.
This may account for the fact that xvomen in general
possess less decision than men. It is somnewhat amus-
ing to notice the natural indecision of the average xvo-
man, xvhen she seats herseif at the counter of an uphol-
sterer's shop, and prices a curtain silk. She fecis it to
verify the value of its texture, objects to its colour, asks
to be shnxvn sornething else-something of the same
kind only different ; a littie more 50 in fact, or perhaps
not quite so much, and flnally concludes that she is not
(luite sure which of the samples she will take, but xvill
decide on the following day.

Whilst constancy of will depends to no small extent
on the physicai nature, there are many circumstances
wvhich are adapted to encourage and conflrm decision,
so that no one, through physical weakness, necd dispair
of being able to overcome his ficklcness, lassitude, or in-
decisimn. In cuiistantly ovcrcorning opposition, one bc-
cornes stronger after each victory and more resolute.
Is it then only through the victory that opposition con-
duces to constancy of purpose ? Clearly not. It is a
matter of cvery day experience that when one is op-
posed throughout the prosecution of one's designs, that
very opp~osition becomes an ally by strcngthening the
resisting, and deciding power of the mind. The poet's
delincation of Richard III. illustrates this. He looked
upon evcry opposition as an inducement to persevere,
and accordingly advanced with ever increasing con-
stancy, fulfilling his vow to "lcut his way through with a
bloody ace." Even when opposition was strongest, he
deciared "lA thousand hearts were great within his
bosom," and his determination and perseverance to over-
come his last great opponent, "lto seek Richmond even
in the throat of death," are powerfully illustrated in the
oft-quoted cry, in which he offers to exchange bis " king-
dom for a horse."

The spirit of independence contributes to the dcci-
sion of character, and if kept xvithin bounids is most bene-


