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Swift (lied a "- drivel and it sioiv,'' the victim of disappointcd amabi-
tion aud dcefeaied clibut, of a Ell spent, in tho thaanklcm task of writing
f'or party, of' affectiotns citer -frozen at iieir source," or stifled by
vauity-if not the lie.trtlesýs p.o!astarc feit iii tarnperiatg witit the fond-
e.'t afflrtionsî of oîarso t lipart turneti in uipon itscli becauise its
jao.ses-,or liad u\ile uyobjcct froni its etabrace, and perhaps a
inmd ,ttiFerit, g Jio propet. rea ribution of lpowers wastcd iii a CoutS'alh
war wiîh evera socia anity, and wiî h mnaxkind.

-The nenoirs oi' Martinus Seribiertis" intendcd to expose al lt-
littattry iii Scietace, tLtid t lie maore v'ain amdi dle questions in philosopiay,
witi an e-pccii eYe pr tzp u the Royal Society, iately chartered by
Chtarles tuie Seeutl, va.s die joint ivork of l'ope, Arbutihnot, and a
feiv others, îl.>migh umtidotbtcdlv Arbuthniot must have ascribed to
biit tcieflimand in iti producetion. Tite!e %vere anotheroutcome of the
age-an age just einergiatg fromn the friolities of the times of the
,ccoud Charles, a:tîl amoz yet settled down iii anything like serious
thtouglit and devi t, mnatners-wita the prcdominatiug tendency to the
ironical and but lesquc, and in&'- apparcaily adaptecd to thast l)articttiar
vein of writing. Trite saine veut is seen ia inany oflaci papers of the
1Spedator, the Guardian, and a le 'Taller, wii iîatrodttceulý5 si uw a
style ot composition. 'Tite age atiusi bc ridicuicd, or playf"t)ly banttred,
into %vise and decemtt eotiduct. lts %weakneàs, tiiast liîav the firiger of
lenient but fajltitl scora pointe,! at thiein. Tite lmdieroats or frivujlons
in conduet aud manners aiwais tenîpit to suthl att cxposuire. Sir
Richard Steele, a iait wmo liid Iiiiî-el' mi.\cd a -ood deal in dissi-
pateul and fashionale Hic, who wvas thinilier %vith tite faise arts, the
%ain pretensions, thte idie maxims and practices, of tite social state,
conceivedl te idea of reformuing it, or to fît- pmtting a restraint
upou its nianners, tiot. by t more s,,:iouis atl-.li..necs oif* religion and
inoraiity, but by the play of' w,.. the strokes ot' kittdiy itottr, and at
iost thte 2harîly-poimted weit,,ons t, I l'rcîtiili -z~aiire, attd ittnocent

railicry. WVitlt ibis view lie -,tarted tite 711.' siteet (if' modcst
proetnsions, is.'îmed on tliree daLys in tite wveek, occupied with brief
e.-says, and a fcw itemns of' intelligence, the news of the day. It was
:tt original idea for wiceh Stecie does not get suflicient credit. Defoe
liad beguu somaeilingi of tite kiud in his IlAdvicc front the Scandalous
Club"-ani app2andix to a uews-publicat ion- int endcd, as Defoe
expressed it, tu -whccdlo men into tle knowiedge of the world,
wlmo, rather fli.u take more pains, would be contented %vith ignorance,
untd enquire into noting." It is flot certain, howevcr, tîmat Stecle
took itis suggestion from this, or if lie did, it wvas no more titan the
sugItrestion; the Mden, as fuillv -,rought out, wvas itis own, and it was
admirably wrought out. Nothing could cxcecd the grace, and inge-
nuity, and sweet and piayful humour titat wvere displayed in the tri-
weekly portraiture of' life and manners. It was suceeeded by the
Spectator, which 'vas published daiiy. The Spectator would seem to
have been Addison's idea, at least we owe the delightful description
of titat most interesting personage to bis peu. Thero could hardly be
a more felicitous thouglit certainly for a sorial publication, with the


