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religrious festivals of the Israelites w'ere observed b.y joyous
celebrations. Thiere %vere the three great agricultural feasts-
unleavenied bread, the first fruits, and the ingratheringr of the
harvest; there was also the festival of the new moon; and
tie Sabbathi was regrarded as a similar religions festival. It
wvas on an equality wvith these natural seamons. Hoseacrrtups
thoîn ail togrethier:-«Her feasts, bier new inoons, bier Sabbathis,
and ail lier soleinn assemblies." So does Isaiali: Newv mon
cnd Sabbatli, tie calling of assemblies, I cannot away -with
inliquity and the soleinn mneetino'" And Anios scornfully rep-
resents the people as asking: "'Wlen Nvi1l the newv mon be
gone that we may seil corn? and the Sabbath that m~e may
set forth wlheat?" The Sabbath, Mlien, iii early Isirael was
one of the great national religious festivals-a day for assem-
blies at the local slirines for the joyous worship of Jehovahi
and therefore a day o? r-est frorn secular toil. It was a beau-
tiulIy lînniane institution, a day of feastingr and wearing
goo(l ci othes, a dlay o? good fellowshiip aîîd grladsonie rest. It
wvas also a religious institution. Tfhe îvorship o? Jeliovahi -vas
essential in thie proplietic thoughlt of the Sabbath. This w'as
evidently who.t flosea meant when lie predicted that in the
conîingr exile, flie Sabbath, alongt w'itlî the other festivals,

vould be suzpended. rflîere could be no sauctuary in exile>
no slirine £or Jehovah-worslîip in tihe country o? strangre grods,
and tlierefore the Israelitish feasts couki not contiuue. So
essential to Sabbath-preservance in flosea's thoughit wvas the
idea of wvorship, tlîat wlien thiere would be no cliurcli there
could be no Sabbatli. The Sabbath in the eiglîtlî century,
thien, w'as a lîuiane institutioîî-a day of rest froin secular
toil; and a religions institution - a day for assembling to
W'orship Jeliovah. It was a liolidpgy and a hiolyday cornbined.

In the followingr century the local shirinies were abolished
and the national wvors)îip wvas centralizedl in Mie temple at
Jerusalein. The iveekly gatherings for wvorship werc no
longer possible for the grreat majority of the people; an occa-

s tna pgrîae to ti" Capital wvas tlieir oxîly opportupity
of -worslîip. Under these circuinstances, wvliat lhappened to
the Sabbath ? To this period belong Dcuteronomy and the
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