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PLEASANT HOURS.

o —

Nature's Feast.

Dame Nature dons hor sweeping-cap,
And then takes out her hrooms,
And, oh, she ralsea such a dust
As shie sweeps her spacfous rooms '

Bhe brushes fietda, and hillsides,
And the leafy forest floor,

The city streets, the country lanes,
The rocks and sandy shore.

8he swl'nga her broom the brisk March
wind,
Ang sometimes fts it high
To sweep with strong and vigarous
strokes
The clouds from out the sky

Sho scrubs and scours her house
throughout,
'ntil ‘tis sweet and clean.
And then shie hangs hor draperies
And lays her rags of greeo.

She freahens op the rugred vines,
S8hoe mukes the waystdes falr,
She adds n bit of colour here,
A patch of brightness there.

Bhe flings her perfumes all about,
She gilds the rosy East,

Ard sends a thousand minstrels out
To bid us to her feast.

welcome gives she to her
guests,
That children llke to stay
Within the house so often cleaned
In this good old-fashioned way.

Such

FORTRESSES OP DEFENSE.

When the Spaniards under Cortez
favaded Mexico In 1519, with the Inten-
tion of conquering the people and
bringing that rich country under the
control of Charles V., they found the
projec” far from being an easy ane.

At that time Mexico was inbabited
by various tribes of people, the chief of
which were the Aztecs, who had main-
tained supremacy over the other tribes
for nearly a hundred years.

The religion of theso early Indfans
was like themselves—cruel and blood-
thirsty. ‘The gods they worshipped
were ko those who made them-—flerce
and unholy. There were thousands of
temples, or Teocallj, in the land. These
Teocallf were built in the form of ter-
raced pyramids, with stairways on the
outside leading to a paved platform on
the top, where all worship was carried
on. .

The great Teocallis, or ‘ house of the
gods,”” of Mexico, was three hundred
and seventy-five feet high, and three
hundred feet square at the base. Each
of its lofty terraces had {ts own flight
ot steps rising one above the other on
the southern side of the pyramid.

In their worship, the priests, with the
victims chosen for the sacrifice, climbed
the first of these stairways and passed
entirely around the terrace until they
reached the next flight ot steps; and,
so ascending in solemn procession, they
marched on, up and up, to the great.
altar on top, where the stone of sacrifice
was.

Fach {emple was not only a place of
worship, but it answered the purpose
alsp of a wateh
tower. IFFrom the
commapding  height
of the broad, flat
top the priests
overionked tbe ¢y
anqd watc hed the
people. Like watch-
mep. (hiey used to
ca!l out tbhe hours of
the might  through
thelr trumpets.

In the towers
which stond on the
top of the Teoclllis
were deposited after
cremation, the ashes
¢t the hceroes of the
tribe. In one tower
was kept a huge
gpake-skin drum
which wag used to
call the peopls to-
gether to witness a
sacrifice, or for war.
The svund of this
darum could be heard
for a distance of
elght mlles. In the
yoear 1881 excava-
tions were made in
front of the catheo-
dral in the city of
Mexico, where the
great Teocallis once
stood, and a few feet
below tho surface
wero found the old

Thoey were hoads of largo stone serpents,
ten feet long and five feet high, withs
feathered ornaments carved out of solid
stone.

The Teocallls, or “*bouse of the gods,”
was the principal huliding in a town
or hamlet, Ono of them stood in the
centre of every settlement. It was sur-
rounded by a wall which was often
turreted, and always high and strong;
tor in time of war it was around these
temples that the battles raged most

ftercoly.
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QUESTIONS FOR HOME 8TUDY.

1. The Flight of Elljah, v. 1.8,
What story did Abab tell ?
Who sent a messenger to Elijah ?
What was the queen’s message ?
What offcct had this on the pro-
phet ?
Where did he leave his servant ?
Were did tho prophet himself go?
What prayer did he offer ?
IWho came to him as he slept ?
What did the angel say ?
What did Elijah see when he arose 7

4
SOXNE OF ELIJAR'S FLIGHT-—BUNSRT IN THE DRSKRT.

LESSON NOTES.

THIRD QUARTER.

S8TUDIES IN T9E HISTORY OF THE TRN
TRIBES.

LESSON IV.—JULY 24.

ELIJAH'S FLIGHT AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT.

1 Kings 19. 1-16. Memory verses, 9-12,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Rest in the Lord, and walt patiently
for him.—Psalm 37, 7.

OUTLINE.

1. The Flight of Elijah, v. 1-8.

2. The Vision at Horeb, v. 9-14,

3. The Command of God, v. 15, 16,

Time.~905 B.C., beginning the day
after the great day on Carme).

Place.—The wilderness of Beersheba,
in the south of Judah, and Horeb (Sinal).

HOME READINGS.

Elijah’'s ‘flight and encouragement.—

1 Kings 19. 1-8,

Tu. Elijah’s flight and encouragement.—
1 Kings 19. 9-18.

W. A Zespondent heart.—Psalm §5. 1-8.

Th. Cast down.—Psalm 42,

F. 'lrzhg3 glory of the Lord.—BExod, 33,

S. The refuge~—~Psalm 56.

Su. Distress and dellverance.—Psalms

120, 121,

M.

capltals ot the door
posts of the temple.

What did the angel say the second
time ?

How long did this food last Eljah ?

To what place did he go ?
2. The Vision.at Horeb, v. 8-14,

Where did the prophet lodge ?

‘What message there came to him ?

What was Elijah’'s reply ?

What was he bidden to do ?

What then occurred ?

‘What came after the wind ?

What followed the earthquake ?

What came after the five ?

What did Elljah do when ho heard
the voice ? )

What question- was asked him ?

What- was his answer ?

3. The command of God, v. 15, 16.
Where did.the Lord bid Elijah to go ?
What two kings was he told to anoint?
Who was to be Elljah’s successor ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where in this lesson are we taught--

1. That good men are sometimes Is-
couraged ?

2. That God knows and numbers his
people ?

3. That God's cause §s sure to triumph?

FINEST PURSE IN THE WORLD.

Probadbly the most elaborate and dig-
nified purse in the world is that which
forms part-of the insignia of the Lord
Chancellor, and s borne in state before

his lordship as he proceeds with slow

and dignified steps towards the wool-
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't Seed Time and Harvest. Coloted design.
“Great fl‘id(i;:ﬁa. Delicate vignettes.

{ International Sc

| Fo

rack. This purse, which Is at once the
receptaclc and cmblem of the * Qreat
Seal,” 18 made of rich purple volvet, on
which are exquisitely embroidered in
ricily coloured silks the arms of Eng-
land, surmounted by an imperlal crown,
and spurning with thelr hind feet a
motto which 18 the Latin equivalent of
* For God and my country.” The purse,
which was at one time changed an-
nually, has always had an Intelligible
attractien for the wives of Lord Chan-
cellors, and many examples of it may
be found {n tho houses of the legal
nobillty counningly worked Into anti-
macassars and similar forms ol home
decoration,

A BOY'S TEMPTATIONS.

You have heard of the old castle that
was taken by a single gun. The at-
tacking force had only one gun, and it
geemed hopeless to try and take the
castle; but one soldior sald, ** I wlll show
you how we can take cne castle And
he polnted the cannon to one gpot and
fired, and went on all day, never movipg
the cannon, About nightiall there wore
a few grains of sand knocked oft the
wall, He dld the gsame the next day,
and the next. By.and-bye the stones
began to come away, and by steadlly
working his gun for one week he made
a hole in that castle big enough for the
army to walk through.

Now with a singlo gun firing awey at
every boy's lite the devil 18 trylng to
get In at one opening. Temptation 18
the practice of the soul; and if you never
have any temptation, you will never
have any practice. A boy who attends
fitty drills in 8 year I8 a much ‘hotter
soldler than the one that drills only
twice. Do not quarrel with your temp-
tationa; set yoursalves resolutaly to face
them,
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