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The cstrth bas grera Olti Witb its burden
of cure.

But aI Christma lt alwaYs La yeung.
The beau t he jewol buras lustreus andi

fuir.
.A.d its soul fuil af musie breaks forth on

the air.
Whea the soag o' the augels la sung.

it la coming, Olti Eartb, lt la ceming ta-
might i

on, tht, snewtla<es %wbich cover the soti
The fret ef the Christ-chllcl rail gentie

and white,
Athelb voice et the Christ-dutl tells

- eut 'witb delight,
Tha.t mankind are te cbldren ot Geti.

on the sid andtihe lenel>', the 'wretched
* andi poor,

That voie cf the Chrlsl-chlld shahl fall,
Anid te every blind 'wandierer opens the

deer
Of a 1oec tba± bce dared net to aireaza of

betere,
Wlth a sunshine of 'welcome for ail.

* The fret ot the huxnblest ina> walk lu
the ficiti,

Where the leet et the bolieet bave Ùd
Tisq, -tbis la the murvel te mortals re-

vealeti
* Whou the siivery trumpets et Christmas

bave pealoti,
That mankinti are the chiltiren of Geti.

"A Merry Christmas. and a Happy
'New 'Year ! young folks." sald th1e cimer>'

* v o f e Mr. SpInner. "Surel' lt ls
,vise -te commemorate the coralng of thc
Curist-chili wlth rejolcings. Ia the
Mitdle Ages many legeads were belleveti
about bis appearing te, mea la the torm
cfa chilti. The ater> of St. Cliristepher
la e these. »Let me tell itet yeu :

"ChnrLstopher. the legend say, wva a
glani? cf greai belght anti strengthi
andi of terrible aspect. Ho wua
proud et Ilis power. anti deter-
mlued te serve ne eue but the great-
est Ring on earth. Se, selecting the
monarcli wlih he widest daminieus. 11e
vent to hlm andi efferedtilbs ser-vices.
The' King. dellghted witb ChrL-wpher'a

streandi strengili. glati>' teunt a
place for hlm.

? Bfore tous a mInstrel camne te the
cour-t, and nag a balladti l whlcb susB
frequent mnention ofthle nana of Satan
('bristophel', whe stooti beside the Ring.
saii viti wender that every Urne this
namé recurredti tb monarch crossed hlm-
self- He skete le meaang cf thts

* . gatmre, but te Ring ivoulti net ansver.
The gisut then Ihreateaed te leave thie

*- court, aucd the King, thus cansiraineti,
sad lie madec te-sigu et thec ross te
àxert the power of Satan, wie othervise
-voiaid slay hlm. 'Then,' 'sald. Chris-
topte,' «I go te serve this Satan; for If
tlion- fur hlm, hoe la greater than thon
art.

* "Se the gis.nt doparteil, andi travelleti
greni distances in ever>' direction, seurdb-
lui for the EvU One. Aller along tme
le' came tapon a baud et arzucd men,

'ioeoleader balahrrible v-a

for Satan, tee gréateast Prince on earth,'
returnei -"hrL-3' pber. «ei Zoany b=di,
àaid the leader, 'for I amn that prince"
But aven' Christopher foundti lat thc

-. Princeé ef, Darkncss. fer all hi- boastoti
vaen, rmblcd, viin irer ho

* a Je circuit te aveiti il. 1Why, dost
uadomo ud àd Christopher ln great

surprise. At f rt ihs glant. culd get

madte teaeiisevc.Satan replid:
'Uo.ti roý dIeti Christ-jesus, andi

vwici i behboi1ti 1t must fremnble andi a',
for i1 feàr hiin!' 'There 1sa,4 Ie, a
greaIer. Prince tan thonl!' exàIimeillte
aitiiixilshedl Chrlsteop er. HnwiI
serem d n teeri"ý

47So «tI lheanàt igair. trarefletiItar andi
Idde a i geacli for,- a mster. Aller

ausnyr thy ei cae.pe .i cou ot a
101F 1e1at' To lii V-hriutophier iild:

mi~ ~~ ~ë of-wa-t se Chist ýaus

oarth.' 'Thou musa t nd pra>,' sald
the honinit. 'No. ne.' replied Chris-
topher, 'for by fastIng 1 weuld lmc ry

trengtb, andi 1 know uoth:ng et ,irayera!
«'Then, atter much t.bougbt, tho hormit

sr t>ke agal : 'Yender relis a river se
turbulent andi strong that evory year
many whe strIve te cross It arc evercorno
and lest boneath Its waves. Go theu te
Its baxkae, andi stand ready weith thy
mighty trcngth te beip the feubie pas-
songers across. Thy efforts may prove'
acceptable te Christ, whem ieut] îra
te serve.'*1 This werk pleasetmeel'
sali Christopher, who lîmcdlatoly re-

without succeas. A third time the cry.
a chIld's wali, reacbcd tho sleeping
glant. He selzed bis staff, and Mbi time
faund a littie chid an the river bank.
,%vho stretced out bis arma and sald,
'Christepher, carry mie over this nigbt.'
New. It was a terrible nlght, the wInds
hawlod and the wavcw roared andi lashoti
ln ftuy on tho beach: but Christopbnr
teck the chlid on bis 5 boulder and
plungeti boldiy ln. The violence of the
storm incrensed. wayes mountains higli
dashed agaInsi 111e brave giant, andi the
welgbt oethte chuld becalne se enormous
thut ie and again lie nearly fel], te bc

CnaxIsnlAS axeRN-iAT T uI=MM IOHOUSZ, ESULAS'D.

In the Snow.
Br Ic7CY LAnce».

I beard a bird cblrp lun te suan;
MIe flutters anti hopa to anti Ire;

Ris lin>'lighi tra&h, . ,b>' one,
Fie printa an the new-tallea snow.

L'Ittie bird, slng!
Sun, give lis wilng

A ficker cf gelti as yeu go!
Make a smoa patl for hlm, Saow!

I sm a chilti out there ut play,
Eis footfali la liglit on thee now;

His curls catch a switt, golden ra>'
O!thIe aun, vIlle the enrry ujatis blow,

lAttle chIld. rua !
Sb1mb on hlm, Sun!

Blow hlm, fair 'weather, Wlnd, bow!
Make a white path for blm. Snow!

Thbe little bird's bomne la the ah>'.
Or the ground. or a nest In the tree,

TheIlittle zhUd some day wl!! Dy
Prom hIs doorstep, new3 reglons to sce.

Birdillke and free
May bis snnny fligbt be!

And trherevcer on earth be mu>' go
May his footsteps br. wbiter than snow

paireti te the rlver-bauk, oui>' stopplng 1avulowet up )y the -gaves. But li
on the wuy to pull up a palm-troc by 1boiceti Up wlth wander ai tee ag
the ret--se great vaR lis stregt- 'face ofthle chilti, roveaieti by OShes9'ln
for a staff. Ho buill a but et bonghui the sky, sud struggled on. supporting
on the banlc, anti vas over ready, b>' himselt 'wben alntot slnklng, on bis
diy or night. to lelp these -who desireti palm-staff.
te cross over. Thc streng ho aup- "*Ai length the opposite batik vau
Voed )b>' ls enormous stmeglb, andi reacheti, wbere ho gontly pluceti bis
he caxrricthétI feeble on bis ahouiders charge. #Who mri thon. sali ho. 'tbat

," One nIlt. whflesleeping lu the lut, bath aimosi borne me tiou'? Rd 1
à plaintive ci'>'oet Clritopler, curry carxiedt le'whoe 'rnd il bail net becu
mue oveC 'reacleil hlm. Chistepber rau Iourler.' Thon the chulti sal * Won-
te flie river edze. but coulti scecne eue. der net. Chrstopber; mi% wonldslteto

Tel ne nener ttile a M aaeep titan serve, andi r have acceptedth>'service
again tIc cry cam e. Cbrlstopher once Thou hast neyt ealy borne the wvend, but
zpuffi ztarted np andisavlci.bu ganhm lIaimadetie Uc orld, upon lb>'

sbeulder. For proof or titis strikê thy
palm-staff (nie the earth.' This Chris-
topher diti. andtu t bis amaxement tii!
drieti stik shot eut branches. flower..
anti leaves, andi becamo a flourlslig
paim-tree. Then Chistepher àakow-
ictigeti bis Muster. and faliig onu bis
knecs, worsbiDpd lChrist."

ORIGIN OF THEE OIBITMAS TREL
ZST BLIZÀ13ETH FEOULSO1< 5"À.".

Tho firat, iweiiers of the Rhlue and
the north ot Europe wrn beathen Pme
pics. Thy believed thore were goda up
in Nfflhalia.andeut et tboy musi fluti
suo mediator ln order Ce communicate
with them. Se tho>' chose trocs, prob-
abiy because Ue roota toucheti the dark
earth upon tvhicb they lilvd. and the
branches catenteti upward towazd the
suppoacti drelliug-place of theso gods.

Every person bird bis own treo, untier
whose bougha ho dtvelt contluuaiiy.
Wbenover a chli was bora a tre Was
piatel fer bim. te liebis companloit
anti counselier. andi ho was taught te,
kcep It free fron lasects. parasiten, andi
other enemica beili of the trunk anti
recta. NVben the wlut manue t trough
the branches, ho believcd it to ho a mes-
sage from the goda. and ilsteneti atten-
tiveiF. Whcn a znumber of trooS wer
planteti near tagether. the greup relire-
senteti a fainily. The pruning andi other
cure lavisheti upon the ire constftuted
lis worshlp. On toast tisys gîftztaof fod
and flowera-were hung upen lis branches.
Ir a chid'r, tro'lied, it ivas coasidereti a
sud amen. andi bis ewu lifo was belleveti
to e ri eur Its close- UIfhothe ili)dloû
tritho %vas burieti under bis troc.
Semetimes whcn a man tieti, his trac
was cut down and the trunk helcwed
eut te admit bis cerpse. aud then, ln titis
strange coffin. lie was net afloat on the
waterq f e li hne te sailidown te tbhe
oceftu.

Hop' te.arf osut bave séemild thiat
Bilent passenger ps.sslb out atone tutei

lu 1560 Boi, e labeUrfrs exarnil!isa
part ort he - ider Zee found aI a g'Tut
depth some et these tree trunk3. weli-
pre.ser-ve-d anti uearIv petrlfied bArlflg
etin the bane ft tpir former ecrupants

."arj' p in S'ani:à va tbe wlid Nesr
mtn nIoed bes! of aa the PvPrg'e"n asti
about whicb Lb. Y ba.J strge tane
Tbç y taikod abnul s world trop
üamedpd u. b e ~'brabebç-e
q tr9,.bpd tb" hpb't" bule ourb
ççtnsp ~route %en, doçwn very derp
o tiplland sb<isp t'pmos' branne"u

the brlincbfs as w'bf-â an esgh.'
..h.ie amons is r"',svas à serpent
gnawing away uttIche cf fthe Ires.
A sauirrel rau about lu lis branches, try-
lng te make pmSc bet-een the eagle
andth îe serpent, wblch waeoalway a ai
strif e.

The German sacredti eo was a plne,
about wblch tbeY bail a song beginning:

"0 plue troc green., O pins trce green.
Thy touiage fadeth nover;.

Green Ia the sommer 1heal. snd seen
As green lau5110w> wcatbcr."

By-and-bye theso heathen people 11e-
camne Chrlstiaiilsd, and Iearned of ti
cross which la sometImes calisti" a
treeIY The>' brought their bcvcd trffl
tuie their new religion, andi insteati ef
an eugie placed open lus topuios bouglis
an image of the Christ, or a dove. cnt
hung iigbts taPoun Isbrancbes. becauge
bce was the -Light of the -Warld," andi
se It becarne a IlChrist- LSSt-ce."

But ingteati af bsnglng glitta fer the
Christ. wbese blrthdaY th»y sept. upon
the troc. thoy bung glfts fore=h o ther.
a fashien we fOlbow new evea lu OUT'
sunday-schools andi homes.

How rnay we bancg gfta for Chrigt up-
on the braziches of aur Chriaimas trocs
B>' piaclng them tIere for bis poor,
oeglccted, anti sorrowitig Cncs, for ho
gays sud gîft (sare 91,17011to hlm.

And ws, net oui>' for Christmnas,
But all the long yQt itr ougli,

Tho loy that yeu gise th otbors.
la Ithe lo7 tat comea backto yot."
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