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CHAPTER, X.

A RUNTING TRfIP.

TaE lioldj of w ijstoe had hegu te relax
cru jelijistoi, was ale te fully rosumne bis
work, amid, a goud deail of tinie having bePu
lost th]ic*ugli lds accident, every effqrt had
t o bu uxujrýec te nakp it up ore the wormn
saîenlîiîc shüold pot an end4 te tlie wiiter'
work._ Vrîin1 was lool4ug forwIafd eagerly
to tise day Flien tliey should break, camip,
fai, we tel thle trutb, lie felt that Ile bad
liad quite oniougli of it for one soason, and
lie was, longîng te hoe bock te Calumiet and
cîijoying the coinfortsocf home once miore.
He was net exactly homesick. Yen would
lmavo vory much offenclod him hy huîîting
at t.hat. Ho was siawply tired of the
nuoneteuy cf camp fore sud camp if e,
and anxiona te retnnn te civilizatien. Se
lie counted the days that mîuat pilss before,
the order te break camp would corne, and
feit very liglit cf lieort wlîen the sun shone

*warmi and correspoudiîîgly down-cast when
the tiierinometer sank helow zero, as it
wa atii hlable te do.

" Strivîng " was the ordor of tlie day et
thie lunîher-camp-that is, the difféent
gongs cf choppers and sawyers sud team-
sters vied witli oaci otîter as te whicb
could chop, saw, and haul the niost legs in
a day. Tlîe ainount cf work they could
nccomplisli wlien thus striving mniglit
asteniali MnI. Gladstone himself, fromn
uighty te oine huiidrod legs felled and
trniînîd heing the day's work cf t-o mon.
Frank wos deeply interested i this coin-
îîetitiou, and eiijoyinig the fulleot confi-
denceocf the men, lie wais unahimously
al)poiIted scerer, keeping oaci gang's

"tolly " in a book, and reportiîîg the
resuîts te thie foi'oinan, îvlîe leartily on-
couraged tie rivalry amcong bis mon ; for
the liarder they workcd the botter would
ho the showiaîg for the seasen, andi ho was
anxious aîot te loge the reputotien hoe had
won cf turniug eut ancre legs et bis shanty
thon did any other foneman ou the
Kippewa.

As the weeks passed sud Mardi gave
way te April, sud April drew towend ita
close, the luocîbermen's werk grew ancre nîd
,îîere ar'lnavs, but they kept et it bravely
until et lest, taear the end of Apnil, tlîe
snow becaîne se aaeft in tlîe woods and tlîe
roads se bad ths4h ne more. liauîling cculd
ho dons, aud the wboe attention cf the
camp ivas thon giveai te gottiaîg tI. buýs
that had beon 4athtored af the riversicle al4
tbreugli the winter, euit Upon ths ico, se
tijat tlîey miglît ho sure te ho cannied cn
by the sprinig floods. Thsis work did net
roquire aIl bands, and Jolîustou Dow saw
the way clear te givinig Feraik a treat that
lie had lo1ng lîod in îîîiîmd fer him, but liai
said netlîing about. Tlbey wore liaving
tlîeir usuel clhat togetîser before geing tç
bed, when the foremnan said :

l thore auy tlîing You îvculd liko tc
d10 before we breek Up) cziuip î,,

Frank did net at firai see the drift ol
the quesation, sud looking et Jolînster
with a' puzzled sert cf exparession replied
quesîioniaigly

"I1 dont kuow. Ivo lied a very gooc
time bore."

" WOll, but enu yen think cf anythiný
yen would like te do bofore yen go haci
te Calumet? " persistod the foromau
I"II'm asking yen becauso tlîoro'll net ha
enougli work te go round noxt woek, an(
yen cou have a bit of hliday. New
isn't there sernethiug yen woîîld like t,
have o taste cf while yen have th,
chance ? " And as lie spoke lais eyes wer,
(iirectod teward the wall at the baond cf hi
bed, wliere hung his rifle, pewder-flaslc, ana
h1nîing knifo. Franîk cauglit bis MneAu
ing et once.

"Oh, 1 sec wliet yen are driving a
now ! " lie exclaiiiied. "IYen want b
know if 1 wouldai't liko te go eut huuiting.

eIiglit yen are," said Jolinston
Wai1yod"

"Would Il" c riof Frank. IlWould
du(i -3j ? 4e try me, tà%»st'g ibaIl"

"'Wall,1 do intau te try yon," rai
e'rmed Jedhumton. -"The flrm bave ài

limite, ever thora near the foot cd the
meuntain, that they want me to prospect
before 1 go back, and pick eut the hest
place for a camp. I've been trying te
make eut to go over thora aR winter, but
getting hurt upset my plans, and l'va not
had a chance until Dow. Se I'm thiniking
of making a Qtart to-morrow. Thero'8
nething anuch aise te do except te finish
getting the legs on the ice, and 1 can trust
the nien to see te that, and, ne odds what
kind of weathor we have, the ice can't
start for a week at least. Sa if you weuld
like te corne along with me and take your
rifle, yen may get 4 chance to have a shot
at somiething hefere we get back. Dees
that suit yen? "

Thlis poopesition rbuited Frank admir-
ably. A woek in the woods in Johuston's
conipany could Dot fail te ho a week of
delight, and he thanked the foreman in his
warrnest words for effering te tako him on
his prospecting tour.

The follewing merning they set off, the
party ccnsisting of four-namely, the fore-
man, Frank, Laberge, who accompanied
them as cook, and another man named
Boeth as a sort ef assistant. The snow
stili lay deep eneugli te, rendor snowsliees
necessary, and while Johnston andi Frank
carried their rifles, Laberge andi Booth
drow behind them a tebeggan, upon whichi
vas packod a small tont and an abunbant
supply ef provisions. Tlieir route led
straighit into the heart of the vast, and se
far little-explored, ferest, and away frem
the river beside whose bank they had been
living ail winter. It was Jehnsten's pur-
pose te penetrate te the foot of tue meunât-
ain range that rose into sight nearly thirty
miles away, and thon work hackward by a
different route, noting carefully the lay of
the land, the course of the streams, and
the best bunches of timber, se as te make
sure in solecting a site for the future camp
in the very best lecality.

Ho was evidently in excellent spirits him-
self at the prospect of a week's holiday,
fer sucb it would roally ho, and, ail trace
of his injury having entirely disappeared,
there was ne drawback te the energy with
which hoe led bis littie expedition into the
forost wlhere they would be hnriod for the
rest of the week.

The weather was hs fine as heart could
wish. Ail day the sun shone brightly,
And even at niglit the temperature never
Lyot anywhere near zero, se that with a
huffalô robe under yen and a cou ple of
good blankets over yen it was possible te
sloop quito coiifortahly in a canvas tent.

I can't promise you much in the way
of gamo, Frank," said Johnsten, as the two
trampeci along aide by side. Il t is tee
lato in the season ; but the bears muet hoe
eut cf their dons by this time, and if va
soo one we'll do eur best te get bis skin for
yen te take home.",

The idea of hringing a hig boar skin
home as a trophy cf bis first real hunting
expedition îloased Franîk mnigltily, and bis
eyes flashecias he grasped bis rifle in a way
that weuld in itself have been sufficiont
wariiing te, brqin, ceuld ho only have seerj
it, te keep well eut of the way of eç
dughty an assailant.

"I'd like immensely te have a shot nt m
hear, sir," ho replied. "'Se 1 do hope w(
ehall scone,

"lYen must be precieus careful, though,
aFrank," said Jehnsten, Ilfor they're geneiD

ally in mighty had humour at this time o:
the year, and you need te get your work ir

iquick, or thoy may make short work o:
yen.',

Various kinds of garce were sen dur
z ipg the neit day or two, and Frank hai

many a shot. But Johnston soldera fired
preorring te lot Frank have ail the fun

1 as ho said. One afternoon jnst befor,
1they vent into camp the keen eyes "

D, Laherge detected somethinq axncng thq
a branches of a pins a littie dist.ance te th,
a right of their patb which caused hie faci
a to glow with excitement a lie pointea
1 oagerly te it, and exclaimed :

II Voila! A Incifee-shoot him, quiekl'
They aIl turnod in the direction h

t pointed out, and there, sure enough
co was a dark mass in the fork of the tre

that, as they hastetied toward it, resolve
itself inte a fierce-lookiaîg creatiare, fu]
four tinios the size cf an ordinary cal

à which, instoad of shoîving any fo;Lr nt thiac
spj)roacla, bristled up) is back and uttere

1- deep), angry suarl thait spokeo vc>luiie6 f(
e its courage.

"'Now thon, Frn, said Jeuaten, a~
Iltake first sholi anal §os if yoi Prn~ fetç4 the F
brute dewn."

Tremhling with excitenioný, Frp thfaw p
up bis rifle, did bis hest te 6teaçly bimaplf, ti
teck aim at the bewhiekered niuzIqà pi te g
lynx, and pnlled the trigger. ¶l'Il iih*vp ti
crack of the rifle was folfowed hy. f pu
piorcing shriek of minglocl pain î

and the next instant the wounclec çxefat;-. h
].aunched forthi inte the air teward the h;An-
ters. Frank's nervousueoas, natur.al .iug 5
under the circumstances, had camsed hipn ta
te miss bis mark a little, a'nd the bullet, a:
instead of piercing the Çlncifet.e ' biiq r
had only stung hima sorely in the pheailder. h

But as quick as were bis nwvemwepts,
Johiiston was still quicker, and tho no- %N
ment its f eet touched the spew, ere it eoul b
gather itself for another spring, bis rille *
cvacked, and a bullet put an endl to.hig 1
career. 1

"lJ nst as well you weren't by yourselt
Frank; bey î" said hoe, with a uI eml a
satisfaction at the accuracy of bis shot. o
"lThis chap wonld have been anp gly cus-
tomer at close quarters, and," itnfniuRg the 8
body over te find where the firat huiloit lied i
hit, Ilyen ses yen hardly winged him." o

Frank blushed fnriously aud lokec ver y
much ashamed cf himself for net hoing a
botter marksman, but the foremauR çheeredr
him up hy assuning that lie hAd reAlly clone r
very well ini hittiaîg thei aia4 *t &U at thet
distance. f

IlYeu only want a little practice mny g
boy," said lie. "1Yen have plepity of pluok ;
tbere's ne mistake about that." b

The lynx lied a fine skin, whioh, Lberge e
deftly removed, and it was given te Frankr
hecause hoelied fired the first shot et it, seo
that lie would net gobeck te Calunmet t
witliout at leaat eue hunting trephy on the. t
strengali of which hoe miglit do a little 1
hoasting. f

F'urther and further inte the forost the
little party pierced their way, net following
any direct lino, but niaking detours te riglit
and ef t, in erdor that the country might 1
ho thoroughly inspected. As tliey neared
the meuntains the trees diminishod in size t
and the stroams slirank until at the end ofo
their jenrney the first were tee small te pay
for cutting, and the second tee shallow te
ho any goed for floating. With ne little
difficulty they asconded a shoulder of the 1
mountain range, in order to get a look overa
ail the adjoining country, and thon, John-
sten having made up liei mind as te thea
location of the hest huaiches cf tianher anda
the most cenveniont site for the projeoted
lumbor camp, the object of t4e, expodi-
tien was accoînpli-hed, and they were et
liberty te return te, ,he slianty. But bof ore
they could do this they were destined te,
have an adventure that came perilously
noar taking away from thora the youngest
cf their number.

It was the afterneen before they itruck
camp on tho roturn jeurnoy. The foeoman
was sitting by the tout mdending one of bis
snlow shoes, whýich hiad been daniaged tramp-

*ing throughi the bnsh, Bootha was busy cutting
* lrewooil, and Lgberge niaking preparatiens
afor the evening meal. Having nothing aima

te do, Frank picked up bis rifle and
a sauntered off toward the mountain aide,
with ne very dlear idea as te anything more
than tekill alittie timo. WVliisting cheer-
fully one cf the many sacred melodies lie
knew and loved, lie mwade bis wvay over the

Es&Dow, being seon lest te siglit fromn the
camp, Jolinsten calling aliter hiM juPt ho-

f fore hoe disappeared
"-Take cane of yourseWf Mpy boy, and

-don't go tee far."
jTo which Frank nespqnded with a
4mniling, IlAil riglit, air."p

At the distance of about a quarter cf a
~mile from the camp lie netîced a sort of rift
inm the molitain, where the rock& were bare
%Dd exposed, and at the end of thia rift a
d aark aperture was visible, which et once

Sattracted his attention.
1 The boy that conld corne acrose a -ca

ujitout boing tilled witli a burning curi-
osity te take, a peeli in and, if possible, ex-

e plorg its interior would have te ho a very
1dulI felh>w, oad Froank certainly was net of

e that kiîîd. Thais dark aperture wes ne
d doubt the moutla cf a cave cf sonie sort,
[l snd hoe deteraiied te inspect it. M'lien

hoi gui witlîifa about fifteen yards. lie noticod
r wlaat hie iitd îîat seau befaure, thât thora
d was a %vell lufilie(l track leading from the
)r cave to the uiî,erlîruslî te the riglit, which

lin-L evident4ly treîn nmde by 90am large

nlnle% andi w t eirh*bt é satarb,

Mq, f p.oWpiPa quid@1 the. pircum-
t4npcepý, th@re wPA buuý pli@ th4 fon him

doI if 1wwlbed Wo Iqtitn4hie (pommeR
fflýQ, anid thaM w44 W huffy hpo4 te the
IR *9 Met% *0 ~apffl1blt tçiw viiffforments.

IndiiRj1lz1 h wçtid havea dgpà goi #t onmce,
tu hiu ff h@ a atîU alÈ a bit et

15 0s Ij<tuB llSlVp h dia a of the
lucifoqk;l aj141 tu.Pight of the WIpo in the

now aigt at4hIdV% of Wl1ipffl a repu-
stion fiw hiffl4_t 1i4 hiWnga without
UY aestilffl fNIni th Q1i P. , was a
ali aiicl fQ4h no 40%g bei th94 bqaS vinl
o boys.

~tIvii~ wu'4a4iwayahe appe<aclied
thili' toil »PM4 Pl Îkht çav and thon

41teit1 ataiu, biniu hi& itil fovrw*rd so
pte, be feay te fine et A rAffllknt'. notice.
IeAing clown 'iîstýl hi. iy wauý on a
@vel witlz thepe1a h tÈ. bard te

oer irnto ita 4miobp tii. Çd4iiss vas
ael pp tA 4qp èn hao ul4 po maire
ut aa»thii. %%"ï h. tmboilmb4 hum of
nothen eéjîeiapt, j M'ig A~ lump of
Dow, hepressd4it îq41 W tbrew iL
rate the cavpý pli thg Pa~In «Me soutmng
ut :

'"Hallon tiieTo À &yid~ad?
-rceipçing tbipt çîpo di th%~ of his

ashnesfi and preo4woe4 qtda a »puational a
esult as he could piofa$I4ylbity dsuined, for
hoe iext moment a doap agyop issued
routlierockyretret~p ligpi of eyos
leamef eut fircin itsaba a a1~ Oritica
icaneni lid ocune, 4 W ii a littie
aebow ths abusIarh pxb" goaP ffke sure

,sport cf the rifle and4 tho near e tiie beer
o l l o e d e o l i , fl î M t k q W, &w a k i n àhoe echoels 0f tlio ad4 bi* an

hoen came a moîmueot'e iIaOpg. twen the
aext instant by A cry of elamn r~iFek
or the bear, instead 0f writhin. in the
ýgonies cf doatlî, was charging dewn upon
îim with open meuth 1 Once more lie had
niissed bis mark and onlv wounded when
îe slîould have killed.

Tliere was but eue thing for hum te do-
e fiee for bis life. And, utt-eni»g a shanti
f "lH olp 1 belli 1 " with ail the atrougt]â
if bis lungs, lie tlinew down bis rifle med
started fer tîme tont at the top of hie, speaç4.

Lt was well for lim, tîsat the snori atiI
.ay deep upon% the greund and that ho wu,
go expert in the use of his snew-mhoea, for
avhule the bear walUowed he&vily ini tIke
drif ts-ho flew lightly over thora, 60 tIsat #nu
a turne the furions mnature lest groun
rathor thon gainod upouhuim. For ahundred
yards the boy and hear raced tlirougli the
forest, Frank continuiug bis cries for help
whilo hoe ran. Looking back for an instant,
lie saw that the bear had net yet drawn me~
noaror, and, tennified as lie ives, the thought
flashied inte bis inid that if the brute fol.
Iowed bim ail the way te the camp hoe wenld
soon bo dispatohed by thle mon, and thon
lie, Franîk, wculd ho entitled te some,
oredit for thus bringing him te executien.

On sped the twe in their race for life,
the boy skimming aawftlyovor the aoft snow,
thse bear plcughing bis way inadly threugh
it until more thon ialf the distance te the
campî lad bteon eccomaplisliod. If Jolinston
bad heard "h report of the rfle andi Firank'à
wild cries for help, ho âhould bea 0oUing iuto
Sight, and witli intense anxiety Franki
icoked ahead in hopesof saeing him emere
from the treen which clws.,tered thickly in
that direction. But there wa ne sign cf
1dm yet, and, slioiting egoiîî as loudly as
ho could, the boy pressed trenuously fer-
ward. Thene was greeter ueed for exertien
liban evor, for hoelied reached a spot where
the snow was net very deep and had been
firmly packed by the wind, Bo that t.he
bear's broad feot sank but littho in it, and
bis rate cf speed onîiipfflsly increaaed. -So
close was the flore opsture eorning that
Frank oould hear, his paws pattoning on
the snow ansd bis deep, panting breath.

Oh, why did not, Jolins ton appeer il
Surely lie must have hoard Frank's cries.
Ah, there lie was, juat bursting throngh
the trees into the opening with Laberge
and Booth closae at has heols. Frank's heant
bounded with joy, and lie waa teînpted
te tae e glanice be.ck te see how cloïse
the boar had got. It was not a vise thing
to do, and lie camie nearly paying deenly
for doing it, for et the saine instant his
gnow-slioea ceuglît in oaci othor, and b.
fore ho could recovier himnself lia f.» h..4.
long in the euow witli tIse boar upon hilmn.

(To be coxçiiwed>


