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him. lat Mixsionnries, these modern Apas.
tles, do the same m the pagan countr.es

. . ————— -

INFANT BAPTISH.

% Cometh this blersednass then upont the Apasties did betore thewm ; st as was done
circumcision only, or upou the uncircumnet- wuh Abraham of old, wWhey azrecabiy o
wion also? & rwe say that faith wus rechon-” payui's argument, first believed, and after-
ed to Abrabam for righteousness. Hlow Wi \wqrds underwent the nite ot eircumeisivn
it then reckoned | when ho was W circwn | Byt mark how 1t fared with the posterity
cision, or in uncircumeasion!  Not i C-iof Abraham. He, the firet Hebrew, be-
cumcision, but in uncircumciion.  Aud be | hoved and was cirounicied ; und 1t was
received the sign of circuincision, a 8enl 014 Jay) down for a statute 1 Isracl, thet ail he
the righteousness of the fatth winch be bad, childron should be cireumeised nf¥niancy.
being yet uncircumeised : that he my, b be 1n hke manuer, the first Chinstians belored
the father of all thain that belive, though | an were baptived ; and, though there be
they be not circumcuseid ; that rig hleousness., g gtatute lavl down upon the wubject, yet
might be imputed unto them alza: and the |4 there no violatin ot 2y contrary statate,
fnﬁer of circumciswon o them whe are nelywhen afl aur chidren are baptizal m ne
of the circumcizton only, but whoaiso walk ) ;aney, At the origm of the twe wsttations
in the steps of that 1aith ot our fatherithg brdor of the sveceswiont 1. the same
Abraham, which bo had bemyr yet uncit-1ph botb. ‘I'he tinng suzmtied took preve-
cumcised, ¥or the prounse, tiat ho sBoult{goncy of the sipn.  Along tho streata of
bo the horr of the world, was nat made 104 Jcecont which ssuesd Srom the fir<t 03 theus,
Abraham, or to hus seed, througa the 1aw, |4 arder wis retersed, and by an express
but through the nghteousuces ot fth. Futjaynorty too, 86 ae that the sy took pre-
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s0 huppons that in the ordumanda of cirvran. 'the mpnature of Chestinn chscipheship, avd,

ciwan, tiaero ure the very spimt and the by s own enmsent, nepreesed wpon & ¢ and

iic a cretiblo profession, ore yan baptize’ thev are spiet and they are hR"  But ithit haw been ageis made over to hun wi{h

iwhero they now labouc; just ax the firetiver, hic which lis in the ordinancs of bap.. ho by failing 1o grave 1he charaters o

s, Viowed wa noseal, 1L wmarks a pro. heeiplestup upem 3, bath unworthity be.
wusory obligation on the part of God, of traved the trw that was repwed i him ;
iha same privileges in both cases; and that and, likn the treagherous sgent, who lath

. as the rightoousnass of fath, Viewed as a anutd Jvis mdater’s name 0 & pu
i

nign, it indientes the sama geacee. [t - differant fiee he manter’s will, be -
éxives tho exwstence of faith, and ah s perverted thawym of Heavsn's appoien
socompanying ainflucuces ony the aharactar ment. ad to frastrate the end of Honven's
‘ol bum who bas been subjected 0. Fhat ondmation, The worthi:es of the Old Tee-
.18 ot ircumncision whick o outward m the . tament, wha, ih obedience Lo the God wheay
Aeal,”™ says Paul 3 »but circutncinon s of - they seenaids'circun med- theit childeen in
ythe hoart; i the epirt, and not jn the infancy, swver dorgot that they were the
‘letior.”  ‘That 1w net baptan, says 1’0!0:.‘¢51“N'l°f e circumaision ; and the nark
| which merely puts away the filth of thelof raparation they bad been emjlued tu
iﬂu‘ w3 but haptisos is the anawer of a good 1 impose upon-them teminded them of the
leons. ranee unte Gud. 1 the bapusmin of|duty under wikch !iwl Iaps 10 roar them s
jinfants otior any violeuce to the vital andiall the virtue#df a holy and sepanate gene-
yesocutisl prineiples of that ordinance, the ration s and many a Hebrew paront was
i principles of the ordinance ot clrculumwnxmk‘mmmd hy this obesrvancs into the de-
are aiogether the same. Circumcition js§ votednoss of Joakus, wha wid that what-
jthe mgn of an. inward grace; aml upon i evee nthers should dow he with all hin howse
y Abrahauy in the provious possessich of thisisbould fear the Inrd: and this wan the
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if they which are oi the law Le heire, Taith oedency of the thing riwmitied.  And #0 bas grace, the sign waz unpwessed. Ani, instestimony of the Bearcher of hearia in be-

is made void, and the prouse ""‘“Ie Ol HORC) 41 hoen the very weneral practice with theil face of what wmught have been alieged, t haif of une who had laid the t initintory
effect : because the law “"_’“\elh wrath :{ siream of doscont that ssued from the so- Hiat 1t was wrong when the sign and u»exmc of Judaistn upon his' offapring, * that
for where 1o Jaw 15, there 15 1o Iransgres- cond of thera; and if the want of exproes |ty siguified dd pot go together, thiasign

el ; - He konew him, that he would bring np ins
#ion.”  Row. iv. §—15. authority be pleaded agamnst us, we ropiy.jof circuincision was severcheless tu- | children after him in all the ways, ;J ota.

Tho following is the paraphras~: “Dothithat this is the very circumatance winchjated :n the family of Absaham, by boingitates, und ordinances that he hiowmetf

the blessing ot an impated rizhteousness|inclines us to walk in the 1ootsteps of the|unpressed on the infancy of all his descen. | been taaght;™ and it was the commandment

-saxiguihiod be axeality. A.d all this has}giviaz us the textunany of theic silence.

. 23&:&!; not of any people,
thea believed. Andyso this should bethat wall of scparation whieh, ™ the wisdom

come then apon the circumeixin only ! or|former dispensatioa.
may it come upon those who are unc.reum-)needed to warrant a change ; but 12 13 nt
cised! We have saud that it carme upon{nceded to warrant a continuaton. It i
Abraham, and that it was faith which was ) this very want of express authority, we
reckoned to hum for rizhteoreness. Now ! thunk, which stamps on the oppousite system
in what circumstances was le at the timo)a character of presumpinous mmnovalion.
when it was o reckoned ! \Was he in ¢ir-| When onee bi
cumcision, or uncircumeision! Not in cir-1live, it does not requive the auccessive ta.
cumcigion, but fn uncircumeision.  And|pulses of new biddiogs to make us perso-
circumcision he reccived merely as a token, {vers 1n it. But it would reqire a uew
or asaeeal, of the rigiteousness of that|bidding to justify our gowg off irom: tie
faith which he had when he was uncircum-{line inio a track of deviauon. ‘The first
cived ; that hie might be the great exeniplar| Christiang  believed and were bapized.
of all those who after him should bebeve,{ Aliraham behievad and was civcunmcized.
though they were not circumcised ; that to{ He transmuttad the practice of cirennieisiou
them also, even an unto hit, there might!ito infauta. We transmst tho pmactica of
be an imputation of rightcousners ; and that * baptismn to infams. "Thern is o sutistactory
he might furthermore be the exemplsr of ihustorieal evidence of our practice hiving
those who were circumciced ; and were atlever erept in—~the iunovavon of a later
the same time, more than this, walking iniperiod in the history of the church. Had
“the steps of that faith whichittheir father{the mode of infant haptism sprung up as a
- Abraham had while uncrrousbeised.  For{uew piece of sectariamsm, it would not
the froaiise that he shonld obtdin the inhe- { have escaped the natirg of the uthorship
© mitance was not to Abraham or his read|of the times. But there iz uo credible
through the law, but through the righteous- fwrittan memorial of ita cvor having entercd
ness of faith. Tor if thoy only are to in-jamongat ud 28 n noveitys aud we have,
herit wha fulfil the Iaw, tam faith is ren. {thorefore, the stronzoat rearon for belevmy
-dered powerless, and the nomise can have Jthat it cune down i ono uncontoolled tde
no fulfilment. Becauce the In'v workethlof example and observation from the days
wrath, and not favour ; and it is only whenlof the Aposties. And u thes have nnt, in
it is taken out of the way, that transgres.|the shape of any deczer, o Matutory enac'-
sion is vemoved, and rightevusnesy can belment, that can be found i the New Test.-
impated.” MENt, griven us any au*honty 107 it, thew at
‘The first lesson we siall endeavour totleast, had it been wrong, and when they
draw Trin this passawe iz, thet it seems tosaw that whole farmilies of daciples were
contain 0 1t the ma:m sirengthof the cenip. {gatting into this style of chsarvation would
taral argument for infant beptism. 1t locks thave interposad znd hitad up the voice o
3 rational sysgem, (o Jpake sure of the thing i their authority agmast 1. But we read o
sigmiied ere yon impress the sign; to make |no such interdict m oar Seripturns ; and,
sure of the belier ere you adminiter thetthese circumsiances, we held tho inspired
bapteam: if this outward ord.nance syznifvt Teachers of our fah 1o have jnven taewr
any thing at 21, to make sure that what 1s{testimony in favoir of mant haptiem, by

been apphed with great appearance of force] It is vain to aliegs that the Jownmh wax 2
and plandibility to this guestion; znd 1thelgroesar dispersamon: Dot ea improgmated
principle educed cut of ii, ibai, ese thisiwith lile and ratoralry and spucntual mean.
great initiatory rite of our faith be laid X ours; with a crremomal appended
upon any individual, he should make 2 cre-130 1t for the purpose maialy ot bmiding up
dible jon of that (asth. Inconinna.ja great outward disunction betwoon the
tion of this, we are often bidden to look to}children of Israel and ail the tiher famulies
the order iu which those two things suc-!that were on the face of the oarth; and that
ceedod one another in the first age of{tlus was ome grveat use of circumewion,
Christianity, We road of this one convert{which, whether aflixrd duning the perrod of
and tot other having believed and bheenfinfancy-or advanced life, servod equatly to

ving beon laptized, (vignalzs the and 30 30 «trongthen

en to walk i a straigaty

Expresa authority mjdants. In hke manner, when an adait]of God %o his servaniz of old, that they

stands before us for baptisin, should wr be[should teach their childeen diligantly, smd
saistied that he o washing of yege.|talk to them as they rone up and yat down,
jueration, then we miy put the question,iand as they walked by the way.sido, of the

i Can any man forbid water, that Le should loyalty and gratitudad that should be sen.
juot be baptized who hath receivad tho 1oly t dered 16'the God ue wis the

Ghost as well as we " But should anyjmmtte> ardered u the ald .
man go further, and forbid water to tho|The sign-was hape infant,
mfanis of his present or hus future fumily, and it served for a signalof doty and divec-

ke appears to do 50 on a priuciple whichition to the nt. It pointed owt te.bem
God buneall dd not recogaine; and, while!the natian of hus child, and Iod
he seems to exalt, failh over fonos, by wait. 1 hfm to guidé it onward 2ecordingly.. There
itz for the rieo of tlus inward grace ere hotought to be & corresponience detween the
jwil itnpose the outward ceremonnl, hetsign and the thung siymfisd. - At the very
y8t..nps a retlection on that very procedure foutset of the chiid’s Life, dul the parem fix
that was stytated for him who 15 called upoen ite penon the onc term of this corres.
the “father of the fuith{ul.” poudenca, as a mark of his determinatiaghto
But i 11 not wrong, wien the sign and ilix upon A& chnracter the other term of it
the thing sigmfied do not go togethor?jlt was as good as s promissary 2-
Yes, it 1w very wrong: and let us shortly [tioa to that offects and of thus beom:?h tn
cansider who they generaily aro that are | ratrmalise the infant owrcansision of the
the wrong whea sitch 8 digunction at any!Jews, at 19 equally enough to rauomelise the
tune oceurs.  In the caxe of an wlule, the | mizat baptism of Christans, The nt
thig wmgniSod should pwecede the smign.!of our day, who fecls aa be ought, mmeol
\When lic offers himself for bapliam, he asket himssls 1 consciorcs (o b nolemaly charg.
to be invented with the si.'n that he 15 aied, thxs the infant whom' ho has held ap to
disciple,and be mokes 2 credible appoarance ; the baptism of Chnstiasity, he should being
.l proteasion of s bewmg go. Were it up i1 the belief of Chrstianiy ; and if ho
nut 2 credible profession, then the adminia ! fuil 1o do this, it 14 he who fias degraded
trztor is 10 the fault for baving put the out.thus sumple and 1mpressive ceremonial into
ward stamp of Chrissaniy ou one whom - n thing of nought; 1 18 Iy who has dix-
he bolisved to be a comntersmt. Wore 1t atsolved the alliance between the sign and
irofcscion readered creditde by the ans ot ! the thing signifieds 1t s he who bringe
typocrsyy then the munater i< frec: andincandal spon ordinances, by stripping theum
the whole gult that anwes 17um an wowor- 10f 2ll their respect, and 3ll iﬂﬁ’m ey,
thy-rubject, rtanding areayed i e e 1 Sbould the cluld bre and die unchristian,
ot our faih, hes vpon himn who Wweaty them. tthere will be a proper and easontial gu:lt
But an the casc of 2u wianf, the sign pre- ¢ witached to him 1n coneequance ; but it il
codes the thuug sipnuied.  ‘The forarer has, a2 least not be tho gwit of having broken
been wnpresscd upon bun by the will of heia vow. which he was incapable of rasking.
parent: and the Iatter ressains o be wrought ' And yet the vow was made by some one.
in by by the care of his paront.  If he dot it was made by the porent; and in ae far
£ol put forth thik care, he is 1t the fault ias the run of the child razy be resolyad
Better that there bad been no sygn, if thereiinto the negligence of him to whom he
was la be no substance ; and be by whoso {awes hus birth, st 1 ho whe moved the bap.
application 1t was tha: the sign wan wa- livm, 20d 1t i he who hath profaned ic.
pranted, but by whose negloct it 1 that thet  Tlus ordinance ays a ihility o
substance 14 uot 1aiused, he 14 the author|psronts; the sense of whish wa doude
of the mockery vpon ordwancce. il 2 18} tot, givea a mighty impules de the caunse ot
who bath made the synbolical langaage of Christnan odacstion. 1L se wall thag there
Choistianity the vehicle of a faischuod. 1eishould be ome merament in hebalf of the
13 hike the ateward who is entrestod by his | grown.up disciplo, for the solemn avowal
supctior with the subecriptson of bis name- of bis Christianay before wemn ; and the vory
1> a space of blank paper, ou the uunder- ; participstion-of which ‘dinds more clonel
standing that 3t was to be fitled wp in x)absut b comcience all the dutiesa apd 2
tpnnuh:nnper. grecably 1o the wail of{ the censistencies of the Gospol.  Bwt it is
is Lord ; and, insiced oi 20, has lled Yalvo well That ¢

the order with every grown up person who{of Trovidence, had boen ruicad for the sxke|d xhould by snether ve.
ia not yet ' Should thee be any|of ing the whole race apart-from thetit wp wih matter of a ditorent.. crament, the plane of whish tn his higory
_ auch pareon from accidemtal cireum- 1 'the ushering im of a more - The infast, with ¥a mind un.}it, met at the poriod of Lin youth or mun.
s. @tapoct, dad B5t Miq 7t adapini Som asive and Jiberal dispenmation. and unfurnished, has been pat by 1igThaid, but st the Md&wg’am{
.80 him in his s 4The Sech sprofheth roching,™ ways thetGodof p iat0 bis hmnda g and afier |thie ' dligetion of wiich, i felt, met by ki
‘ﬁdud&mﬁ smisgod that kiSaviour; *tho Wordstl speik unte youthe beptisca. whech bt lumcol dath craved, {cenitivnce sill it émbryc, bt by the con-



