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ituge gap in tîte lofîy agacr of the Roman en-
trenehiment on Nviielu tliey luad been btahuding,.
The opening efrected by the cannon of Crom-
ývcefl, is still visible, and aflbrds a prospect of
the castle and open country.

Leapingr their borscs over Ille numerous dit-
ches which iterscîed the plain, îtvo cavaliers
wvere secna dvanoingat fîîll gallop towards tuc
dismaniled castlc. Fora moment they liaUld(
before ils ruiccl gaîeway, aîud one of theuni,
raising bis biunds towvard Ille rcbel standard,
ztppeared to address sonie conversation to is
companion; thon, turiuing, tleir coursers' bcads,
thuey spuirrcd on'vard to tue water's e(Te,
through the openinir, whence the two fusluer-
mnen liait retrcaîcd at tlucir ipproach. lieue
again t bey counmenced an carly parley', 'of
which, to judge fromn gestures and significant
glances, Gilbert and bis coutpanion appeared to
be Ille subject, %vbo, on tbicir side, were no wvay
backwa-d in scruîinizing tlue bearing of tbe
straingers. Tbe chief of t lie pari y, as igt be
inferred froni the respectable defcrencc nuani-
fested towards hini by '.hue othmer, whlo tluotigli
nearly twice as oic), reini inhd incovere&l wl<îlst
hoe spolie, was a mani of between tluirty and
forty years of ag-,(, about tue middle size, ro-
bust and well proportioned. His dark, oval
counienance wzis distiuguislhcd by an air of
seîîled inelancbioly, becigbîenecl perhnps by the
ample unusînchios and pointed beard so preva-
lent in the sevcntcentii century. Ile wore a
large slouching Spanisli beaver, %luich. like the
ample plume tbat droopcd over bis face, biad
once been black; but wvas clianged by the of-
fects of time andti de weaîbcr to a liglir russe.
A bull coal, iiiiscrabl y tomn and disccloured, ap-
pearcti beneath a suit of rîîsîy disjoiîuîed body
armour, and, iii a word, bis whole appearance,
like duat of bis aticndant, who displaycd, if
possible. cven a greziter degrc of wreîchedniess,
wben coupie1 wvizl the tineasy and resdcess
eouîîu:cnanccs, stuggestcd the udea of men long
exposcd to perdl, flutigue nnd wani.

Tlueir colltoqitv, howcvcr, had acut enduired
iany urunutes bcfore the younger indiividua.-l

turned bis horscs hcad, andcibastily mouoîuing
Cfles to npproach, fixed blis largel, dark, inelan-
Cho]ly eyes Upo3i hum11, antd said

«'Art thou a.cquaiiiîcd. fricnd, with theu pris-
sage of the river huercaluonts ý Canet thlou guide
us to tbe Ferry of thc Blackrock 1"

I cain,"' eaid Gilbert, dofiiîng bis bonnet ris
hz pue

'Alndtihc borts ?-we would prins wvuîh al]
sçpeed t0 the oilier sidc--c.-nst 3)3013 collnarnc

" Wc are fcrrymen here, and will be afloaij
ten minutes, an' u pîcase yourlboniour."

"lLead on, thien," cxclaimed the stian-ýi
casting a hurried giance ili thc directiUD'#>-
which they hnd approached, and puttin' iý*.'-
liorses lin motion, lin a feiv moments they
upon the pier at which the bouts lay niuor,

S timulated by the prospect of a rew~ard, -'é
împrcssed with the lhope that the ocurrL1e'
of the day miglit be tuic beral1 of botter:
tune, the two men used tbe uîmost aari
gcttisi the cavaiicrs and tlieir jadcd biibri
inito the boat ; then hoisting sail, they di -Ti
rapidly îhrougyh the surf anad in about tw. .n
minutes ran safcly int 01usel Piîtt, on the
posite shore.se

The air of wvateliftlnes& and anxiety wLU
hiad Ii tbe begnnîng characeeized their .e
mcanor, graduially sub)sided as the tWO
gers saw tiienasel-jes beyond the reacli of r-ki.
sent danger. b

"Heiasman," said he who, lad before l
ken, poinuing to the child that Iay quiedly r,,î
lin- in ilue stra% bcneatb the qtiarterdecý,i
the vesse], Il s ibis curly-becaded boy thy so:
and, oe the fathir could replv, he liail n,>
aft and lifîed Ille child iûto, lits armis; t.z'li
i hou more beside?" kid

"11e is the only one remalinîng out of±~n
an' it please your wvorship," said the boat- an

Ah, truc, thine is a perilous vocation; t-a
atiimres, men say, even the broad ocean u2;t
less danger than these saine narrov channi.sY1:.
ilicen, lowering bis voice, hoe added, whlf t-*i'<1
features assuincd thaï. air of depened sadc-'fcar
wh'ich seemed to bcetheir couigeniai cxpriý;-cDô.
"Dicd îbicy youjng ? and wert thou near

wlicii they perisbied V" M1
The father dilshcd away -with tbe hp.ieOdi

lus hiand tlue tear ilhat moistenied bis br~jâ
and weaîhler-bciten cheek; hut his voucf
tercd not as he replied, Il 3y boys,, gendfre.
have found tbe soldier's grave; they feil '
n- for the Kin,, at the battde of Ma.

Mor"The!sîringcrs exchanged, signf.
uances; but at the saine instant the lia

the vc.escl gratcd barslily zigainst the Iatr
place, due mainsail wvas bardly lowecd.
Gilbcrt and luis conirade lenpilag ashorec,
cd biemisulvcs iii geiiiiig ont due horses.
youjnge of the two Cavaliers nowv drew f
luis girdile a purse, whicb lie poised for i
,econds in bis biand, andI ilin s3id, Il D
Uuicss thotnart r:chrr ilhan thy magster,I
t1ure bonesi frilows %vill have slighit caits
îlîank us for the trouble we have given th
ibeir gencrosity, ilicn. is our only rcOvtr


