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PLUOKE.D !-", The Proctor receives the naines and fees of
candidates for the publie examinations, and plays a conspicuous
and highly ainusing part in the ceret-nony of conferring (legrees.
After each batelh of new-iiadi(e graduates have had a Latin
incantation mnumbled over thern by the Vice-Uhancellor, two.
Proctors-in the presence not only of university officiais and
students, but also of any outsider who chooses to look on-
sheepishly stride up the long rooin and back agrain without
saying or doing anythîng. At tirst there is an attenipt at
solemnity in their (rait, but after the senseless exercise lias been
repeated two or thiree turnes, they look, as they doubtless feel,
thoroughly wretched, the effort to appear dignified, and the
desire to get it over as soon as possible> combi ne to produce 0one
of the mlost comnical etffects ever seen. The reason for this
absurd performance is not far to seek. In ancient dlays any
tradesman wvho had mioney owingr hiim fromi an undergraduate,.
mighlt arrest the Proctor's course by plucking his siceve, and so
prevent the defaulter froin taking his degree tilt his debt had
been (lischarged. Few people knoiv that this is the real origrin
of the terin 'pluckzed' as applied to failure ini examination."-
Va isit y.

XVHY need we drown! ?H-ere is Dr. Sylvester -writh a plan
which enables us ail to inflate ourselves, and becomie our owvn
buoys. Like as thie butcher blowvs up the membranes of a joint
of mutton, so Dr. Svlvester wvi11 blow out our skin until we are
t.urned into unsinkable masses wvhich no wvave can depress into.
the depth, aud wvhich will float in atny sea. Nay, we can blow
Ourselves out, and take no such hiarmi as is caused by suchi pro-
ýeeedings, at Chiristinas time as comimonly, not to ýsay vulgYarly,
are assoiated with thu ternu. "The operation consists in nal,--
ingc a sinall puncture--not larger tban would allow of the passage
of an ordlinary blow-pipe.--in thk nucous membrane of the inside
of th-_ mouth; the oIbject being to open a communication for
the passage of air froin the cavity of the mouth into the .subcut-
aneous space of the neck." Then, withi closed nîouth and no:,,
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