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womanly nature have supportcd ill the
hardships of camps and war? How~ could
she have so wvell foretold tie deliverence
of Orleans and the coronation of the
king? By nieans of the powers of clark-
ness ? No, for howv could the dcvii
desire the salvation of France, whien it
wvas rathier to, his advantage that it should
be blotted off the map of the world.

How miany such questions rinaiiî
unanswerable, unless ive see behind this
weak instrument the directing hand of the
onrnipotent Providence

The Pucelle, lier mission accomiplisbied,
throws herself at Uic féet of Charles, and
begs leave to return to her peaceful village.
'Tle king and bis counicil arc well aware
of the deecp influence thît she exercises
over Uie arniy. joan gone, they fear to
sec the soldiers relapse iii theïr fornmer
habits of indolenice anicliiimmoraliity; thcy
-ire afraid of losing ivlat Joani of Arc lias
gained for them. joati is the souil of Uic
ariny. 131er presence is necessary: the King
refuses lier request. Slîc must obey -,for
the order of tlîe king is an order of God ;
and lier ê\Toices' are silent. Sudi sadiiess
comies over joan, tbat aIl contemporary
ivriters say that it was 'a pity to sec the
Pucelle.' Omninous presages baunt bier
mind. She knows the fate Uiat awaits hier,
if she sliould fail into tic bands of the
English. However shie ]oses nîone of ber
cnergy. Always forcmiost to attack
and last to retreat, sue is still an objeci of
dread to her enenies, wh'o fly at tlîe
sinmple sight of lier standard.

Tlhe Unarch of the Frencli is now an
alternation of victory and defeat. At last
Compiegne is besiegled by ilie Englislî.
joan tbirowvs herself into the place, directs
vigorous sallues, and inflicts great Io!;ses
on the enerny. But in the last of those
engagemients, while retreating toward the
city, sue fails from bier horse, and is
obliged to yield herseif to the Bastard of
Vendôme, who confides her to John of
Luxenmbourg. This last selîs her to the
English who, froi prison to prison, drag
lier to Rouen. Here listory cries for
shanie at tic sighit of thi mouruiful events
that follow, and whicli lias inspircd une of
the niost cloquent pancgyrists of this cen-
tury, Mgr. IDupanloup, îvith the following
wvords: "SAnd wliat ! aIl the gates of the

cities of Fraice remained barred behindi
her ! and no one to rush out of thcm to.
detend her ! to die for lier !

Ahi! that is what 1 cannot pardon !I
pardon the triaitors, 1 pardon the execuw
tioners, I pîardon the English, but I can
neyer pardon tlie covards, I can neyer
pardon tbe ungrateful ! Ali! 1 ask you
sbould not ail the knights and aIl tbe
soldirs-I do not spcak of Chiarles VII
and lus courtiers-and for want of kniglîts
and soldiers, should not tic women
and children, %vlio often can stili be niovcd,
îvhcn nmen are beartlcss, slîould not ail the
castles and bouses have risen, mnarcbcd on
Orleans, and dclivcred tic deliverer of
'France!"»

XVhoever reads Uic story of Uic capture,
trial, and deaili of Joan of Arc, cannot
fail to preccive the strong resemiblance
she bore to lier Saviour. 'lle money for
wbichi she was sold wvas tbe gold ot
treason, the hîrice of blood, the transact-
ion of a judas selling his saviour to bis
enemnies. Like ('hrist, joai %vas draggcd
froni prison to prison ; like Hini shie had
to undergo a niock-trial. In tbis trial, the
parallel betwccen the tvo expiatory victimis
is iost striking. li is sufficient to -ive
oîîc side of it to sec tbe ininiediate appli-
cation on tîte other. Sec Joan of Arc
standing be fore bier judges! lier accuser:-
are thiose she lias saved, tlîose %vlio sliould.
defend ber. Amnîg flieni are scen.
lirinccs of Uic Church 'Prindp2es Sticer-do-
tun.' The mns mionstrous crimeîs are
iuîputcd. to lier ; aîîd wvhat should prove
lier innocence, is brouglit to bear against
lier; lier very glories are sources of acctusa-
tion. Nor is this al: thousands of lying
subtleties are invented to entangle lier;r
but by simîple answcrs, by orie word, sier
.destroys the long and1 p.-infuilly-wrougbt
areununts of her pro3cutors. She is
also insulted, notwithstanding the fact
tliat she is the accused, and thercby
cntitled to the protection of tie law.
I-owever convincing the evidence of lier
innocence, yet the cry is raised, "'l'o the
r-take !To the stake ! "

Hoîv vivid is the Tesenîblance so far,
but it does not end bere! h exists to-
the consuniation of the sacrifice. -Like
Christ sue is condcnîned to an ignorai-
niwus deatlî, lilze 1-ini §'he dies forgiving
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