
Singtularly enougb, it was another historian who followed in
lus footsteps, and Garneau's superior talents at once gave a form
and inspiration to the national poetry. Ail the compositions of
t his grifted muan, the first of wvhichi appeared in 183,5, are of -a
highl order of miert, but 1 shall mention only bis «<Dernier
Huron," because it contains an imiage of the most, original and.
pathetic beauty. The poet represents the hast, of the Hurons
standingr on a hillock and niarshalling the phiantoms of his lost
warriors. Suddenly, hie fancies that a shadow passes before
hlm, and the bones of the buried braves seeni to rattie under
bis feet, and the Indian blood- bubhles in bis veins. But, alas!1
it w'as ail a niockery; at the foot of the bil lie sawv only the
scythue of the mower -

"P1erfide illus-on ! Au piedl de la colline
C'est l'acier du faucheur! "

It is an exqluisite contrast. Garneau derived the idea of bis
poein froin a painting by a native artist, Plaitiondon of Tariolin,
the last of the pure-blood of tbe Hurons of Lorette. To this
pictture was a-warded the first prize in a conupetition establislied
by- the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, in 1828, and
was puc be y Lord Durham, at that tiine Governor-General.

The biogerapher of Garneau niay be re.garded as bis poetical
successor. M. Chauveau, the distinguishied President of th~
Royal Society, l)as not produced nluuch verse, aithougli I learn
with pheasure that lie is at present b)estow\ingt bis leisure upon
an elaborate poenii of a religions chiaracter; but the hittie that
w-e have is worthy of himiiself, and I can assign no highler praise.
His ode (1861) to Donnacona, the chief of a Quebec tribe,
treacherously captured and conveyed to France by -Jacques
Cartier, is full of spirit, and the first stanza presents a noble

"Stadaconé dormait sur son fier promontoire;
Ormnes ýat pins, forêt silencieuse et noirc,

Protégeaient son sommeil.
Le roi Donnacona, dans son palais d'écorce,
Attendlait, méditant sur sa gloire et sa force,

Le retour (lu soleil."
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