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relig-ion, are not powerful enoughi in tlioir liold upon men in
greneral. to effeet thieir realization. For exaniple, it is 'a serious
q1uestion wliethier altruistic ethiical doctrinies wlhiehi require dis-
interested philanthiropy îvould be loung put in practice withiout
die support of religions belief iii a coîumon riathier of ail, ecdi of
whiose children is to bc lovedl and served, not offly for his ow-i
sakze, but foir tie FLtheCr's SakeC.

Ili regard to the objection thiat religrious orgranizations, i.e.,
tlie churchies, both Cathiolie and Protestant, hiave outlived thieir
usefulness, it is to be grainted that "chelurchily dognîtiatisrn and
ecclesiastical suI)reIn;Cy " shiould g'i ve place " to thie development
of tlie truc religtio- etli eal disposition,>" and " to tie awvakening
and strengçthieingi of thie eclingi of' duty, of love and of confld-
i ng hiope." This desired reforin eau not ho a-iceonplishied on the
Etliicail Society basis', but îniust bc, doue "liu the naie of the
eternal reil-tia da" Heuge thie chiurcli ill continue to
bc the legitunate auid pow'eriul repreentativ'e of the moral and
religrious life. "'Those wvho are in earnest in deinanding a truly
ideal miorality and a truly ethical eoxnmunity muust labor, not
for a.1 xorality outsidle of the chiurch, but for a reformation
mithin the chiurcl."

Plinally, the tiiesis w'hicli Prof. PI leiderer inaintains -,.gcainst
ail thie above objections to tlic, union of nîorality and religion is:
«I Moral sanction miust hiave a transcendantail grround; it inust
have as its- basis sonie absolute or super-subjective rational. will,
i.e., God." Tlius the principle that I amn seekiing to establishi,
nzaiiely. thazt the religious lufe is an e.,ssential condition of the
higliest niorality, is confirined.*

(g) Hviing sliowu that iiiorality, considered froin tie
philosopliical point of view is groundcd iii the 'absolute life,
brincri norahity into vital relation withi religion, whvlîi lias
thie saine ultimate objcct, thiere is but one conclusion to be
reachiec, iiamely, thiat onie .wheo is to be thoroughlly moral should
live conscious of the complete, iieaingic of moral obliga-,tion,
whichi is, iii short, to have thc wvorshipful spirit; that is. one
mnust xîot stop short in tie subjectivity of tie moral nature. If
it bo true thiat tic moral law lias an ultimate basis i the divine

*Otto 11fleicrer, Philosophical Ilcvicw, Sept., '96, pi). 4149-472. Versus
Pfleiderer, se Prof. Eliza Ritchie, Iiternational Journal of Ethies, January, '97,
pp. 1SO-]91.


