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ON THE CULTURE OF TURNIPS.

A colebrated writer on agriculture gays, that
“ Nova Scotia is capable of supporting n dense
population.”  Wiude the truth of this remark
must be ovident to every reflecting taind, it is
un loss eusy to perceive, that the agriculture
of the Province must be considerably extended,
before tho assertion can be venfied ‘The at.
tention of tho farmer is now, almost exclusive-
ly, directed to the culture of wheat, oats, a_nd
potatoss. But the soil is cupable of producing
other articles equally useful.  Of the various
.esculont roats which might be cultivated with
advantage, the turuip 18 not the least profita-
ble ; but winte it forms n maternial part of the
agriculture of other countries, a few drills, in
thu coroer of o field, 1s gencrally, all that even
our most extensive farmers ever ottept la
eultivate.  And why is thisthe cnse?  Are its
profits und uses not known? In Nova Scolia,
where a substitute for hay has ever been a de-
sideratum, no crop, with the sume amount of
labor, can be more profitably culurvated. Io
the New Kagland states, upwards of nne huu-
drad bushels are frequently raised ou an acre
of ground ; aud in tesumony of the profits at-
gending thejr culture in England aud Scotland,
X mukethe following quotation from the Letters
of Agricola, by John Younyg, Esq.

¢“1n the Fullarton Farm, belonging to tho
duke of Portlund, under the mauagement of
Woods, they found that n Scotch acre,—which
is a little more than an acre and a quarter,
Baglish measure—produced in turnips,
) tons. cwt. lbs.
Of bullis without the leaves 76 0 0
Of leaves by themselves 14 0 0

Total, 90 0 O

“ Forty bushels are about equal to a ton, and
the quautity per acre, therefore, in hulbs alone
rise to the enormous amount of 3040 hushels,
besides 14 tous of leaves of highly uutritive
quality. Estimating the bulbs nt2s. per bushe!
~their value in this market—an acee will fetch
£304 currency—a sum sufficient to awaken the
wtmost agricultueal industry.

¢ On the glebe of the Rev. Sames Muir,

The bulbs weighed 49 11 17
The leaves 17 554
Total, 66 16 63

¢ At Stonecastle, belonging to William Tay-
lor, Esq.

The bulbs weighed 48 716
The lcaves 20 0 0
Total, GS 7 16

¢ The same proprietor had yellow turmps,
of which

The bulbs weighed 31 586
The lcuves i0 580
Total, 41 11 4

¢ There was nothing singular stated as to
the mode of cultivation. These quantities al-
though not extraordinary, must not be suppos-
ed to be unprecedented; for throughout all
Scotland and England, crops of sumilar buik
and weight could be selected in cvery parish
and county.”

These facts ought to afford sufficient induce-
ments to every farmer, to devote a part of his
time and lubor to the cultivation of this vege-
table.

T shall make a few general abservations on
the culture of Ruta Buga, or, usitis called, the
8wedish Turaip,

Preparation of the Svil,
Contrary to an opinion entertainetl by many,

Tamong the {arming community, ruta buga se-

quires a decp, rich sml.  Clay ground should
be avoided, where n sandy loam can be pro-
cured. Having selected a field, ic must be
deeply ploughed, and the furcows harrowed
down. Drills are mude, from twenty to twen-
ty-five inches npart, und supphed with a quan-
tity of strong tunnre.  Furrows are thea turn-
ed, back to back, so as to form n ndge over
the munure; these aro gone over with a hoe,
and small stones and lumps of earth, lying on
the drills are removed, aud the top gently le-
velled down, fur the recoption of the seed.
Sowing, &e.

Various opinious are eutertnined with res-
pect to the most suitnble time for sowing;
but experience proves that no definite period
can be nppointed. One person will obtain o
good crop from seed sawn early in Juune, while
his neighbor, who is equally successful, defers
sowiag until the middle of July. In England
and Scotland, where the crop is permitted to
remnin in the ground during the winter, late
sowing is perhaps preferable; but in Nova
Scotin, where the crop must be harvestell in
autumn, eancly sowing should evidently be a-
dopted. But as turmps are hiable to peculiar
accidents, there can be un surer way of sccur-
ing a crop than to have the seed sown at diff-
erent periods. By this meuns, the depredations
of flics may frequently be obviated, and more
time is afturded for hoewng and cleamng the
crop. The seed is sown evenly along the top
of the drills, at the rate of about 1lb. or 1}1b.
to the acre, and covered with a Jight dril hur-
row 3 or, where this cannot be obtianed, it may
be doue by hand, with a brush or rake. The
drills must then be rolled, that, by levelling the
s0il, too rapid evaporation may be prevenied.
Every person should raise his own seed, for
the purposes of always having it good, free
from mixture, and of the kin‘ds he requires.

Hoeing and Thinning.

In the due performance-of this part of. the
work, depends much of the sucéess of the crop.
But farwmers in Nova Scotia have such a pro-
pensity for juvbing, or working for other peo-
ple, thattheir titwe, during the summer months,
18 seldom desoted to the improvement of therr
awn fartms; and wrenip-hoeing, like other du-
ties, is either feft to minor branches of the fam-
ily, or it is not done at ull.  Consequently, in
autminn, a luxuriant crop of weeds is grow-
ing, where a profitable field of turnips might,
with due attention, have been raised.  Hocing
should be perfurmed when the leaves are about

Jthree inches long, and at the sume t:me the

superfluous plauts wmust be eleaned away, leav-
ing cach remaining root from eight to twelve
inches apart. A second hocing is required
about three weeks afterwards ; and, it'the soil
ia apt to produce weeds, a third hoeing will be
uecessary, when the rows must be examined,
and the remaiing sunerfluous roots removed,
and preserved for table use, or carried 10 mar-
ket, where they may be readily sold.

Harvesting and Prescroing.

Harvesting must be delnyed in antumn as
long as the weather will permit.  When it 1s
commeuced, the turnips must be carefully lifted
and placed along the fiold wuh the tops of every
two rows togetlier. A person then follows, and
with a bill-hook, or large kuife, separates the
bulbs from the tops; and the latter, being ex-
cellent fuod for cattle, are carried to the Burn.

Dry parts of the field are sciected, on which
the turnips way be placed in hoaps, containng
thirty or furty bushels cach, A quantity of dry
straw, or spruce boughs, is placed over them,
and the whole is finally covered with a thick,
inverted grass tarf. A drain isthen dug round

the base of the heap, to carry off the water;

and, generally, dne or two very.smull holes are
wade in its top, to permit the air to circulute.
In this state, they will remam with safety wetil
spring; but if required, they cun bn removed
ut auy poried during the winter,

Uses and Praofits of Turnips.

With the samo amount of labor, no vegeta-
ble cnn be raised, so useful, and at the same
time 2u profitable, as the turnip.  Cattle way
be fastencd almost exclusively on them, Sheep,
hogs, aud horses est them freely, and are much
miproved by theiruse. | fn many pans of Eng-
land they are sicamed aud given to horses ns &
substitute for grain,  With n crop of wurnipa,
a person way winter his stock wih at least
half the quantity of hay that he wuuld requre
without this rout.  And.wlils they are useful
m the farm, they will always meet with a res-
Jy sale in.the market, at o price that would
imply rewmuuerate the grower. Any persee.
that has in the spring, the produce of un nere,
perhaps 600 bushels, to bring to market, he wild
readily obtain 23, per bushel for them, au
might retuen homo with £60 in his pocke, an
the 1eward of industry.

Althaugh the above directions nre givea for
the culture of ruta baga, they will apply. with
equal propriety to other kinds of tnrnips. Bur
the common yellow turnip, and severul othet
species, may be sown nta later period than
ruta baga ; and where o very early crop of hay
or potatoes hus been secured, some of the la-
ter kinds of turnips, may be culuvated, with
profit, as a second crop.
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R. DAWSON,

Has received ex barques Sally, from Liverpoel,
and Isabella from Greenack,

A GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF

IRONMONGERY, HARDIWARE,AND
CUTLERY,
ONSISTING of — English and Swedes Iron;
Crawley, German, blister and cast Stesl; Borax;
spikes, nails, brads and tacks;

PLOUGH MOUNTINGS, complete,

pots, ovens, gob'cis, and ssuce pans; copper and irom
coal scoops; copper, B M., and metal teakettlee;
gridless

SADDLERS’ ASSORTED FURNISHINGS ;

coach lacings; cabinet aud louse brass furnishinge;
locks and hinges, (variety); fanner mountings; bed
screws; gamiden hoes and rakes; Philad. plate mill
sawsg, frame and othor 3sws; razors; mathematics}
instruments; pocket compasses; butcher, shoe, table,
jack, pen,.and desii knives; iron and B. M. spoous;
coffin furniture; plough traces; door knockers;
MATIHIESON'S JOINERS' TOOLS,
(10ell assorted ;)
Caopers’ tools; hues and twines; Blacksmith’s and
other files; coffve mills; spades and shovels; brushes;
candlosticks; CRIMPING MACHINES; biuss
sofa and 1able castors,
COUNTER BEAMS & WEIGHTS;
sad and boxirons; cart and wagon bushee; chisgle and
gougess Tailors’ and other sciszors; combs;

FPENDERS AND FIRE IRONS;
Blacksinithe® bollows, anwvils, and vices; cus irons;
bullet moulds; patent shot, powder; window glan€

"

putty,
PAINT AND OIL;

scythes, sickles; weavers® recds; liddle sirings; mitrors,
(varioty); Tinsmiths' iron and wird; &e. &c.

1

A suitable assortment of . .
WOOLEN, COTTON, AND SILK
G 0 0 B S . [

A fow Chincal and othor rich SHAWLS; Palm leaf
HATS8, by the dozan; stuff and silk Hats; &c. &c.
ALSO: .
TEAS, SUGARS, COFFEE, RICE,
8 panior ginger, tobaceo, snuff, cigars, molazses, vine-
gar, ciuckery, scts China; shos leathor, &¢.'&s.

Water street, Pictow, Juno 6. 1



