
TUE LITEIZATURII OP A NEW COUXTRY.

the multitude of hier votaries lias roduced oui
literature. Naovfor the scheme ai'the philos3o.
phic Smiîth,. to.remedy ail exit;ting evils,-thc
unsparing conflagration of' books. lleap ur
the pile higher and higher yet. Bring forth
every record of' past autlior or ancient leurmng,
-very remnant of' monkîsh lore,-of pagan
poet and christian historînn,-Chinese sage or
P>rovençal minstrel,-the stereotypes aof the
Penny Mugazine,-tlîe quaint desigas of' ChaI.
dean manuscripta :-higher yot! higher,-bring
thcmn iromn their musty repasitories, fromi the
sheh'cs oi' the fashionable lhbrary, frram the dark
recesses aof the manastery. Let the eue flame
consume thern!-The lai'ty strains ai' the Chl-
dren of Fanie,-the sweet breath ai' (recian
andi Roman minstrels,-the starry thoughts of
aur own immortals,-they are ail a blackening
heap aof ashes! And no%, hey fur originality!
-for the i'resh xnarning ai' literature, the new
dawning ai' the arts,-i'or the bursting inta life
oi' the bright founitains afi' nspirton,-tbe
matin sang ai' resuscitated nature.

By removing (in accardance with this
tichcme) the ivarks ai' aIl past authors, 'vo
dcstray fit a blaw ai the chains that %veighed
se hcaxdly ca the wings ai' genius, and the
authors ai' tha present day may cammence a
new ors, embadyîng ail their thaughts ini the
unlaboured and natural farins that first suggest
themacîlves, in the unadnlterçtted purity ai' the
first conception. The aid landmarks have
been removcd. The glcain ai' the ancicat
bearons is extinguished, and ive are ta embark
an a newv and untrcci acean, untraubled or per-
ploxed by the aid charts that sa long guided
the %vanderers aver its naw trackless bosai.-
The crawns that f'or ages have been twined
round the peaks ai' Parnassus and Olympus, are
rent ftamn throir brows, and aur clîîldren t3haîl
point aut some equnlly f'air and glowing spots
of enrtb, as the future lîead-quarters ai' genios,
-the destinedl source ai' the yct unborn founits
ai' inspiration; and an us, mayhap, andi aur
efforts, shall future generations breathe the
saine langunge af intense and ixnpassianed
admiration that we and aur cotemporaries i'rcely
Iavish on the inemories ai' the unforgotten
departeci; and far aîvay in the depths ai' untald
tinie, the philosophie iiSmith," ai' that distant
perioci, may bie found gravely propounding the
necessity offwlopting a seheme lihe the presenit,
for the remedy ai' sirnilar evils.

Years, long yeare must elapse, before a Co.
loIny, situated lii<e Canada, can cause lier voice
ta bo heard in the literary world. She cia
ofl'er but littie inducement ta tho Wise and
learned aof her glorlous rnotlîer ta farsdce the

*classic fields ai' homne i'or a soijourn in ber wuld
farests; andi the niaterials ai' wbich ber own
native snd acqîired population is cnmposcd,
render it unlikelv that many of lher hardy chi-.
dren will bc cithed with the bnight manae ai'
litcrary inspiratia-i. We have already glanced
at the naturai effect ai' the lîfe ai' a struggling
newv country, endeavauring ta support a thrifty,
and industrious population, and warmiy devoted
ta the 16 Querrenda pecunha prinoa est," an thre
cultivatian or develapinent, of leaxning or the
arts. As soan would we suppose such a people
woiild dovote tirrie or attention ta matters flot
îmmediately affbcting their pecunîary ar politi-
cal prospects, us that the chorus aof thesoft-eyed
muses would desert the mossy vales ai' Tempe,
or the fi'ar siapes ai' Olympus, f'or a permanent
residence in the bustie and turmoîl ai' the Rayal
Exchange, or the pleasant retirement aof Cheap.
sîdo or Smithfield.

But thero are other causes, apart, frein the'
ardinary avocations ai' the people, whtch mate-
rially affcct the literary prospects of these,
Colonies. The very nature andi character ai'
the land itseii', its past istory its former inha-
bitante, ail censpire agninst its literary success.
Almost every anc ai' the Europesn or Eastern
nations, that bas furniehed a proportion ta the
general array ai' authors, has contained witlun
itself the ardinary materials for the formation
ai' a national lîterature. Tradition, legend,
tale, and sang, have sent down froin the fioating
shadaws aof the past, rîch and exhaustless storeà
ai' mingled fact and fiction, frein which the
successive writers ai' ages couid draiv, as from,
a vnst historie reservoir, andi weave frein their
splarkhng fragments the Tich chaplets of' their
own creative and combining powcrs. Strangiy
tinctured with the spirit ai' its early supersti-
tions is the literature aif every landi, with the
pectîliar physicai characteristics of ils vales and
mounitains, and above ai, with tho influence
wvhich carly events exerciseci aver the mincis
and destinies ai' its first inhabitants. Tho
achievements ai' unforgotten heroes, almost
incredible and impassible as they seern to
modern eyes, niagnified thraugh the inists and
-vapeurs aof past centuries; the siniggles fdr


