
Trhe Growth of the Kingdom

af e home. 'Until the whale was leavened. Tîto
languege indicetes an actuel, past eccomplis:snient.
(Sec Ps. 72 il1 Isa. 2 .2, 4.)

These perabîns reveal that Jesus wes well awarc af
tha faet thet great blessings grow from smnall begin-
nings. The current idea in Jesus' day wes that the
Messieh's kingdoim would came suddealy amid glory
andi show, fully grown and equipped for conquest. in-
stead ai that Jesus iu these parables teechee Chat it will
ba thý outcame ai an obscure and scemingly insignifi-
cent beginning.

ORIENTALISX

The universal methali ai building bouses iii the East
is in the form aof e hollow square, wnith an open nouet or
yard in the centre. This yard is thereiore entirely sbat
in by the watts of the house around it. T11Q windows
af the lieuse cIl open ino this court, ard tise Most oi
the work that faIls to the bausekeeper is donc here.
The bread la inixed and bak.ed iu the aven. out of
doors. Hare tIse saur dougli. or leaven, kept frums the
lest baking, is put into the mal, and wben the wliole ai
it is Icaveneti, the women prepare it for the aven, whicli
ig simply a licep ai dried dlay ivitli a cavity in the centre
nat a hole in the top ta allaw the smoke out. A
lire is k-indled beneath this, anti %hen it is heated
cnough, the tire is teken out and thse dougli is put lu tise
cavity ta bakeo.

LESSON QUESTIONS

26, 27 In how many of thc Gospels is this parable af
tlîc seeti grain aud ? What tcxt in Lukc's Gospel <Ions
it cxpend? Yflaw dons Jesus tical with thse kingdoir, la
tIse perable ? Aiter thse sccd is sown, what anly eau the
busbandmen do ? Cen th ise ofa a set bo explanti?

28, 29 Explaiz. "bringetis forth fruie of herseli."1
flowç bas tise cartis gadned its energies ? Haw cao man
luinder thse work of nature? Exrplain -blade", andi
.car". andi fll coia."

SO-32 Ta wisat feature ai tisa kingtiam docs tlîis
parable point ? Is thse quesgtion iu v. 30 au unusual way
ai beginuing a eiscourse? IHaw hîgis dots tise musta-rd
plant grow?7 Explain leslm than ail tIse seetis." WVly
diti birds aligist upon the branches?

Matt. 13: 33. Whit lcture ai tIse kîngtiom isj brouîilt
out by this parablp. ? Wlst wns "lecavenà ' Wbat dove3

it usually repreeent in the New Testamient?7 By whorn
and where, and for whiat purpose was the leaven hidden?
What was the capaeity of a "measure VI Find in the
Psalms and Isainih a prophecy in fine with this parable
(Ps. 72 :Il ;Isa. 2 : 2, 4).

FOR DISCUSSION

1. God's part and our part in the growth of aur
bodies-their relations ta ane another..

2. Great tlàngs spring fronm littie things : diseuse
as bering upon the formation ai habite.

A LESSON FOR IFE

In certain districts of Nova Scotia you can tind rare
and beautiful flowers that arc flot native to this conti-
nent. ]3otaniets have traccd the origin af thoir appear-
ance back ta the straw wrappings araund articles that
came in ships; from far ecross the ces. The seecis af
these plants were carried iii this secret ad unintended
way ta our shores, andi getting inta the soit, they have
spread througli large regians carrying charrn and sweet-
ness with thens. It is nat atherwisc thet the virtues
and beauties af huinan character have corne ta o seen
in us. The 2cetis af Jesus' teaching und exemple have
heen imported iota, aur hearts. They tire aot native
ta aur heurts' soit, but thruugh Hlis mercy and grasce
they graw there.

Prove tramn Scripture-Thai angels obesj Jemss.
Shorter Catechism-Qucs. 23. 1lhal offices do!h

Christ cxeuic as cour Rcdecnmcr ? A. Christ, as aur
Iledeemer, e-xecuteth the offices af a prophet, af a
priest, -ntd af a king, bath ia bis estete of humiliation
end exaltation.

The Question an Missians--3. -rom what kinti
of homes do the ehildren cone? Moet ai the homes
ara quite poor, with anly carthen floors and peper
windows. andi ne heating in the wintcr. There is littie
furnituro, and iewer ornements. The better homes
hanve brick faners. andi arc partly hieatediWith open ceaI
tires.

Lesson, Hlymas-oo, af l'risse. Ps. Sel. 7 (Supple-
mentl Lussois) ;122 ;225 -.115 (Ps. Sol.) ;4S3 (frant
PsunuiAîty QUITEltl.v) ;202.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Wlîat don tIse parable ai tIsc secti grawing teavis about tlie kingdom ? ...........................

2. W%%làat dom tlie parable ai the mustarel sccd teacis abaut bcginniings ?.............................

3. Wbat toc tIse ment represenit lu tIse Parable ai tîse lenven ? ...................................

-1. Give e Bible promise: that il] nations shall becomo Christian .................................


