
jing te pause and consider -%hat Christ offers, express te vou tise loveliness of my only Lord,
as ever IHerôd wvas. The indiu! ..ence with .Ycsus. Thus, in haiste, I inake for my palace
.%ihol religion is rcgarded by se, nsany is at Abree.e
cssentially due te the Ilcares o! tise world, tise 4. John's reproof was Stern. 'lIt is nlot
deeeitfulness of riches and tise lusts of other lawf ul "-Who torbids? Johni? Il that had
things I entering ini and absorbing &il the been ail IHerod could have sniiled. But in
intorest the seul is capable o! entertaining. John Bpake tise oraleù o! God, and deep in thse

2. There was muai, discussion amongst theo libertine's brenat, conscience said "Amen."
people as te, tise person of Jeans, but none see'n l-erod was net, accustomed te regard conduet
te have been bold enougi te assert bis true trom thia point ef view. To, hin, whatef'er
nature as the Messiah, tise Christ of God. suited bis pleasure, his pride, or bis ambition,
Jferod accepted tise most absurd viewv of ail was ]awvful se, long as it did net entail disagree-
because hlis conscience was awalcened. but, able consequences. But neo question of erpe-
,vith th *e rest lie wvas willing te believe in Christ dienicy or personal preferenice shouldl carne before
as a îvondei-uorker but %et as a &avourfrorn sin. that of duty. " Is it riglit befor-3 God"Il? is tihe

Some o! the meet eloquent tributes te, thse irst point W o séttled, and when titis is
oharacter et Christ ]lave coule frei the lips and answered, ail otbers are more niatters of detai!.
pens of thiose %vho denied altogether bis divine 5. Herod did net take his rebukce nieekly.
mission We redeeni nankind. There are nsul- Ho net only iniprisoned John but wvould have
titudes o! nomiinal Christians whose attitude liked te bave put bim te deatis. But politie
towards bim ie virtuaily tise saine. No admnir- reasons forsade. He did net know bow hotly
ation fer Christ wvill take the place o! humble thse people niigst, resent sueis violence te one
acceptance, of Him as ;3aviour, and earnest whoia they deemned Gud's prephet. It would
striving te forsake sin and grow te holiness ef be decidedly unpleasant te rouse tise fanatica'-
heart. zeal o! the JeNvs and miglit lead Wo a very un-

3. To imnprison John tise Baptist was as cruel desirable investigation o! bis inethode o 0gev-
as te cage an eagle. No wonder he, grew de- ernment.
spondent and longed for a word from Jeans te, Publie censure is a wholesorne deterrent from
confirm bis wveak faitis. Se brie! a ministry- opcn ici ckedness. It rests 'with Chrietian people
was titis ail God had fer hins te do in the wvorld ? te keep thse public consciene true te thse Bible

Yet bis deatis was net 1,1premature."1 He standard of rigitenusnecs. We have ne right
jusily received tise eulogium prononced upon te stand aside and let unprineipled mnen
hisn by tise Master o! greatest among mien. In govern tise country, tise province, or tise muni-
hlm tise old Economy came te a tltting close. eipality, -%vlen by veice and vote we can seoure
Thse preacher of righteousness introduced "Thse a highier degree of isonesty and efficieney
Lord, our rigliteousness.le 77hose who suifer for amungst our rulers. It is our saored duty Wo
ightéousness' sake are not forgottea of God. denounce and antagonize ail 'wrong-doing even

Doubtiess John feund the gloosny fortreca o! when we feel ourselves pewerless te prevent it.
MaciSmins as ballowed a trysting place witis Even Herod !eared tise multitude when right
God as Rutherford did bis dungeDn at Aber- ivas on their side.
deen. Thse latter nsed te date his letters, IL. The Blrthday Banquet.
IlChrist's Palace, Aberdeen"e and thus wrote 1. 'We suppose tisat there ie ne difference of
te a friend : opinion now about tise propriety o! celebrating

"The Lord is ivitie m; I care, net what mian one's birthday in a beceming manner, but we
can ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o de ude ena. atnthn.cn o vnder at tise prejudice against sucis

Nothing je better provided titan I amn. Sweet, festivals amnonget tise Jews wisen tbey were
sweet and easy is tise Cross of my Lord. Ail accoinpanied with such heatheni8h orgies as
mon I look in tise fk~e, o! v.hatsoever rank, disgraced tise anniversary o! a Herod's natal
nobles or poor. Acquaintances and strangers day. A comparison of tise narratives shows ns
are friendly teme. MyWeIlBelovodijekînd- that, tise occasion iras one o! great spleador, and
er and more warma than ordinary, and cometis from wbat we know o! tise court of Herod,
and visitetis nsy seul. My chains are ever- doubtless eharacterized by mnueis excess both in
gilded with gold. No pen, ne words, can Ieating aud drinking.


