
Solonion bad made overseer of the levy of
workmen froni Ephraim and Manasseh (verse
28). In some way Solomon learned of Ahi-
jah's des;ignation of him and acted towards
hini as Saut did to his father David <verse 40).

12. Nothwithstanding in thy- days 1
wii flot do it for Da'vid thy fat'ier's
sake: but 1 wiI rend it out of the hand
of thy son-The threatening bad two graci-
ous andi merciful limitations, (i) The blow
should flot fait until after bis dcath (ver. 34;
ch. 21: 29; 2 Kings 22: 20), and (2) The dis-'
ruption should be but partial. There should
be a remnant (Rom. 9: 27; Il: 5). (Hami-
mond). For a similar postponement of the
penalty see r Kings 21: 29. God's mercy is
shewx, to cbildrcn for their parents sake (Ex.
2o: 6).

13. Howbeit 1 wilI not rend away ail
the kingdom ; but wii give one tribe to
thy son for Da'vid my servant's sake,
and for Je-ru'sa-lem's sake, which I have
chosen-The boue of David was preserved
in order that the promise to its founder niigbt

not fait (2 Sami. 7: 13; 1 Chr, 17: 11-13). The
reference is to the tribe of Judab, froni whîch
the souffler kingdom took its name. Ben-
jamin which went with Judah was su small as
to be hardly worth accounting of, and Simneon
was also absorbed in Judah. One reason for
the close union of Benjamin with Judah was
that the territorial division between the two
tribes was such as to make the temple the coin-
mon propcrty-ofboth. The cityof thejebusite,
whicb David conquered, and ail the ground
north of the valley of Hisinon was in the tribe of
Benjamin. (Lumby). And now the storas
clouds gather around the sunset of Solomon,
and his day ends in darkness. "So long as he
walked with God he was of importance for the
historians; but as soon as he forsook God, and
was conséýuentIy forsaken of his wisdom, hc
bccor'cs as insignificant as an empty vessel
which bas once held sweet perfume, or a piece
of carbon thiough which the e'lectric current
has ccased tu flow. Neyer was there a sadder
eclipse." (Maclaren>.

BIBLE SEARCH LIGI-TS.
4-8. Fow long did Solomon reign ? (ch. i1: 42). l Vas polygamy forbiddcr' in the law ?

(Deut. z7: 17). What does Jesus say about it? (Mark lu: 6-9). What was said regarding
marriages with thc beathen? (Deut. 7: 3, 4). What New Testament prcept bears upon this
question? (2 Cor. 6: 14). Wow many wives did Solomnon have? (vs., 3). Solomon forgot
one of bis own prccepts (Prov. i: lu). A warning to Christians. (Epb. 5: z1). Hc tricd to,
serve two masters. (Mfatt. 6: 24; JOsh. 24: 15). fly m nom were these high places dcstroyed?
(z Rings 23:, 13)-

9-13. Do special privileges irnply special obligations? (Luke io: 12-15). WVill misuse Of
p:ivileges lead to their forfeiture? (MZtatt. 25- 28). What other examples of a sentence sus-
pcnded in mercy? (Ch. 21: 29; 2 Rings 22: 2o; 2 Pet. 3: 9).

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
1. SOs.OaOW'S SIN. Solomon's îvritings schemes of materiat grandcur,-buildings, gar-

reveal thrce stages of spiritual experience. dens, troops> equippage, &c., secularized his
lis songs, writtcn in the fervor of youthful mind. I-ow often wvc se the same effect on

piety, disclose an ardent devotion to the God
of bis fàther; the Proverbs, contain the wisdam
of riper ycars and base all prospcrity on the
founidation of godlincss; and Ecclesiastes,
breathes throughout the spirit of sad regret and
unavailing repentance over îvastcd opportun-
iries and abused blcssings.

4. WAley Soonion suas od. Age should
hiivz brought wisdom, but Solomon bnd flot
moral 6jmness proportionate to his practical
sagacity Several causes conspircd to bring
about bis downfali. (i) His devotion to,

prosperous business men of middle age. (2)

Uc disobeycd God's commands in what he
may have thought i nimportant matters an.d in
regard to îvhich he may have silenccd .-onsci-
ence with plausible'reasons. (a) He '4mul-
tiplied horses tu bimself " (Dent. 17: 16). Uc
niay bave said " i'c live in a différent age,
horses arc necessary now, wc must not be tied
to a slavisbly literal interpretation of Scrip-
turc." So men speak in regard to street cars
and ncwspapers on Sunday. (6) He «e mut-
tiplied wives [o bimsclf " (Deut. 17:. 17).
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