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flokes on the Fezngas.

LESSON V—November 3rd., 1896.
Samuel the Judge. 1 Sam. 7: 5-15.

(Convnit to mencry verses 12 and 13.)
Gorpen Texr : ¢ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 1 Sam. 7: 12,
PrOVE THAT—God delivers us when we ask him. Ps. 50: 15.
SHORTER CATECHISM. Review Quests. 14-16.
L.essoN HIYMNs. ,Children’s Hymnal, Nos. 108, 151, 99, 133.

DAILY PORTIONS. Afonday. Samuel the Judge. 1 Sam. 7: §-15. 7uesdzy, An
upright Judge. 1 Sam. 12: 1.5, Wednesday. Daniel’s intercession. Dan. 9: 8-19.
7hursday. Prayec answered, Us. 99. Friday. Remembering God. Ps. 20.  Saturday.
God’s compassion.  Joel 2: 12-17. Sabbath. Prayee for others. 1 Tim. 2: 1-8. (Zke L.

B. R. d. Selections). —_—_—
EXPOSITORY NOTES.

IN'rxomva'ro;Y. The judgn{’enthpronounced agai?ist hthe house of Eli had fallen upon it.
The Ark of God was captured by the Philistines and the two sons of Eli were slain. On
hearing the news of the disaster, the aged priest, now 98 years old,) fainted, and in his fall his
ests longer, awskened.the ‘e to repenténces. Trobably his s wae thar'of o fomive,
. B a 1u Ve,
going stealth’ily from place to place that he might teach and preach, hiding in the cavgxms in
the limestone range of Judea, emerging thence to ‘isit now one quarter of the country and
now another, ever in danger, but gradually awakening, not merely those districts which were
contiguous to the Philistines, but all Israel to a sense of the greatness of their sins, and the
necessity of renewed lt{x’ust and éovehto their l?(;‘d. hAnd s0 a fresh spiritual life sprang u
among the people. (R. Payng Smith). ¢ All the house of Israel lamented after the Lozd.”
The agrk rcslt):d‘;t Kirjath-jearim, and the national worship at Shiloh seemed empty without it.
e e
v ed to Sam-
uel’s exlywrtatgms to put away stran’ge gods and prepare’their hearts unto the Lord. The
rophet-judge then convened an assembly of all Israel at Mizpah.
prophet-judge th d bly of all Israel at Mizpah,
I LElssl;)N Pian. I Israel Penitent. vs. 5-8. IL Israel Protected. vs. g-12, IIL
srael Prosperous. vs. 12-13.

I. IsRAELPENITENT. 5. And Samuel | modern name is Nedy Samwil, And | will
said—that is, to the elders, or heads of tribes , pray for you unto the Lord—Samuel was
and families. Gather all Israel-—l-Samuel | noteéi for his ¢ effectual fervent” prayers (Isa.
knew that the Philistines would rightly inter-  5: 16), see illustrations in ch. 8: 6; 12: 17; 19;
pret the destruction of the idols as an act of ’ 23;1 5’: 11.  His prayers are referred to 17n, I’g.
revolt and would lose no time in advancing to; 99: 6; Jer. 15: 1. Other instances of inter-
crush it. It was necessary to deepen the | cessory prayers are Abraham (Gen, 18: 22-
religiousand patrioticenthusgsm of the people, | Elijah (1 Kings 18: 36, 42), Ezra (Ezra339);
unitedly join in al:i act of sol;:‘mn re-cofnsecra- 5-15). I; is a great privilege to secure the
tion to God, and. muster the army for the ! prayers of a good man.
approaching "battle.  To Mizpeh—(74e| 6. And they gathered together to
Wat.h Tower). Should be spelled *“Mizpah.” | Mizgeh and drew water and poured it
There were many places of this name, but cut before the Lord—The precise meaning
probably this one lay about five miles north of | of this symbolic act is not quite clear. From
Jerusalem.  Although Samuel may have part- | the connection it certainly implies sorrow for
ly .chosen 1tha.s }z:. lf\oly place (Judgels;a ! {: 115 sin. ghe Jew'xsl‘l‘ commentators say ¢ They
Iofy Stuation; ‘500, foc-at e the neighbor. | before the Lord.m Tt would aleo mofie

v - . e
ing tableau, which itself yas 2000 feet above’helplessneSs (Ps. 22: 14; 2 Sam. %4: 14);
the sea level, It was'thus difficult to surprise, | earnest supplication (1 Sam. 1: 15); and con-
and admirably adapted for warlike purposes. | secration (Ps. 62: 8). * This seems to have
(R. Pagne Smith). It was the meeting place | been done as a symbul of pouring out before
of the natjona} asilgmbly.og t(w)o u‘tlher import- | (,‘;_ozihco}r:fessionsv{;{‘;in l;lrawn‘ ({rqm the depths
ant occasions in this penod: {¢) when war was | of the heart. t they said in connection
declared aggin.;'t Benjalmined(j \;‘dges (20); and v;;ith Lt:%ss ac'i‘shwas, ‘ we have sinned against
(6) when Saul was elect: cing (10: 17). | the Lord. ey were no longer in the mood
Here c;ln z} later occasion, noii ugxli}edthe W;‘)re- in :/giclixt)he Psalmi‘st \lvg.s \}::Ienl;lellfept silent,
sent, the Jews were mustered by Judas Mac- | and his bones waxed old throu is roarin,
mba’eus to revolt against the tyranny of|all the day. They were in t%e mood int%
Antiochus Epiphanes. (Kirkpatrick). = Its. which he came when he said ‘I will confess
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