THE
FIELD STUDY FOR OCTOBER.

‘The (binese Empire ocenpies a great portion of land
in Central and Eastern Asia, and is, in itself, larger
ilan all 1urope.

1t is made up of China proper, or the cighteen prov-
inces, Manchuria, Mongolia, Thibet and part of "Turkes-
tan.  China Proper is the most densely populated and
the most important, and it is this part of the empire
that is gcnerally meant when China is mentioned.

Pekin, the capital, is in the norticast corner of
China Proper, and is a little over a hundred miles froin
the Gulf of Pi-chi-li.

"The people of China were partialiy civilized long be-
fore the time of Cluist, but in all the centuries sinee
they have not developed, because they have held them-
selves aloof from all other nations, being perfectly sat-
itfied with themselves, and looking upon all others as
Larbarians.

The war with Japan, a few years ago, was a great
ghock to their self-conceit. 'LThe teaching of missionar-
ies has opencd the eyes of many, and at last China is
waking up..

But as yet comparatively few are anxious to learn
from other nations, and the lazge majority are passion-
ately opposed to everything fereign, and wish for no-
thing so nruch as to be left to themselves to sleep a lit-
tle longer.

The hatred of forcigners has increased with the
years, and a few monihs ago a large seceret society,
called “Boxers,” pretending to be very patriotie, de-
termined te drive them all out of the country. 'The
Chinese government either could not or would not con-
trol the “Boxers;” so foreign governments at once sent
ships with armies to protect tieir people there. IHelp
did not arrive in {ime to prevent the murder of some,
and much suffering to many.

While we await the outeeme of it all, we can only
pray that Ged will work through the Christian nations
10 bring China cleser io imself.

N. B. E. E. C.
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QUESTIONS FOR OCTOBER.

-

Where is the Chinese Empire?

Iow does it compare in size with Europe?

What are its great divisions?

Which of these is most impertant?

What is generally meant when China is spoken of?

What is the capital? Where is it?

Tell what you xnow of {he pecple of China.

By what meauns have somne ¢f them heen arouscd?

llow do the great majority fezl toward forcigner<?

How has their hatred f ferdguers lately been
sliown? .

What have foreign goveinmenis been compelled ic
du?

What may we do for Thinu «o the present ime?
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“THE BOXERS.”

The boys and girls of this age should read and
watch earefully the ewrrent events, as the resulls of
what is now going on in our new possessions, in
Soutf Afiica and China, will be ol much interest and
perhaps of great responsibility to those who will be men
and women in a few years. Towns, rivers and people
whose names were unknown a few years ago, are now
beeoming familiar, and in the latest developments in
China we are asked to read names that we never tried to
read on the tea-chests and the wrappers of the firecrack-
ers.

T.et us learn how to pronounce Tien sin, Wei-1lai-
Wei, Hankow and Shanghai, and then ask God to teach
us the lesson He would have us all learn from the dis-
{urhed condition of so many countries.

Rev. W. O. Elterieh, Chetoo, China, in the Presbyter-
ian Banner, gives an cxplanation of the Boxers’ society,
which, we think, will interest our readers. 1t is o
eceret society, the members of which go through a drill
in which they invoke certain spirits by incantations,
and then beat their bodics with a brick o harden the
Lody until thiey can endure pounding by knives without
injury. This drill gives them the nickname of Big
Wnife. They call themselves “The Society of United
Boxers,” and are supposcd to have an incantation of 19
characters. Those who know eight, can fight ten thous-
and men, and those acquainted with seventeen or eigh-
teen, can pull down foreign houses as casily as they ean
move a tea box. They try to make the people believe
all this by allowing friends {o fire guns at them, but
which they manage so as not to injure. Their motto
is, “Protect the dynasty, exierminate aliens”” Now the
reason these men are becoming so dangerous is because
the sympathy of the Chinese government is with them,
and the lives of the missionavies ate in great danger.
Pray every night dear children, ihal they may be pro-
tected and {hat Gad will resirain these evil men and
teach Christian nations to conte o the reseue without
fear.—[Junior M. M.

TO OUR READERS.

Now is the {ime Lo order the Palm Branch, for thosc
who have never yet ordered it, and for those who began
last October, o renew. Ylease send your orders right
away and do noi fail to remember that the price is
twenty cents a year for single copics, and twenty
cuils cach for any number of copies under ten. ‘T'he
very best we can do for you is to give you the paper at
the rate of ten copies a year for one dollar.  Surely it
it is worth anything {o you it is worth that. We might
add that the advaneed rate on single copies is beeause
of the postage imposed the last iwo years.

Please remember, when sending orders, {o mention
{lie name of the Conf. Branch to which you belong; for
instance, the London Branch, or Montreal, or Hamilton
Tiranch, and whether it is a renewal or new order.  Also
ihe name of the one who reccived the papers last year.
These are important matters, and attention to them will
save an infinite amount of trouble.




