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THE BUSINESS TAX.

i NOTIlER step in the progressile
march towards a proper svsten or
municipal taxation h11las licei takenî
ii Toronto. Thie credit is die to

O its broaidliiide( anid tlorouglhly
posted whole.sa.l merchants. Tlie
)ntario l.egislature is now' m session

and Mr. Waters, M.i..A. las intro-
duced a Bill tu aiend the assess-

?? ~ ~ entict. I le proposes thaf per~sonl
property shall, for tlie purposes of

1 assessient anid the levyinlg of rates
thrmn, iunclude (amnong other property sp>ecilied i' previous

l.IuN the net incoie of mijerchiants, traders and manufacturers.
lIn brief, Mr. Waters proposes that if a mai Iis $100,000 to

imee, il shall le taxcd no more if lie invest it in mercantile
Iurmiit, thian if lie invested it in mortgages, stock, etc. Under
the lrenit law if lie invest this aiiount in stocks, he is taxed on
inoit- 'nly, or say $6,000 t but if lie invest it in business, lie
wdil be taxed on the whole amount. 'T'lhe injustic of this will le
sen oni its face, when one man lias to pay 16 times as mucl
tases for investing bis money in one business as another would for
ineting the saie amount in stocks. This example indicates
in a simple way, the great burden which our merchants are forced
to carry, and many of theni carry it withlout knowing that they
are doing si: but some of theni have awoke to the fact that they
are leing iiposed upon by an iniquitous system.

on the cvening of Monday the 9tli inst., a few of the mem.
ber of the floard of Trade met and discussed this bill and after
a lng discussion it was approved of by passing the following
resolution which was proposed by Mr. Paul Campbell of Johnt
.iardonald & Co. The vote was 23 to iS in favor of the resolu.
tion

" Whereas, all taxation in a free and civilized country should
be leicled equally and uniformly upon al property of the sane
kind, and, whereas, in the province of Ontario realty is taxed on
this principle, and personalty is not, the capital employed in
commerce and manufacture being taxed on its face value instead
of on the income or profit derived from investient, as ail other
capital is taxed, such as investments in bank stocks, railway and
building socicties, stocks, mortgages and money otherwise loan-
ed, and, whereas, in Great Britain, France, Quebec and other
countries the govermiiiients seek to relieve capital invested ni
commerce and Manufacture from taxation, as bemg the capital
which conduces most to the advancement and progress of a
country, and which eniploys labor, populates and builds it up,
and wlireas Mr. Waters lias a bill before the Ontario legislature
to aniend the incquality of personalty taxation and to tax al
capital on the net income derived therefrom, therefore, le it re-
4ýred that this Board of Trade of the city of I oronto assemblcd,
lireby accord their hearty approval of the said bil, su far as it
refers to the personalty of merchants, traders and manufactur-
crs, and ask the Parlianient and Government of Ontario tu ap-
proie of the pnnciple laid dowri mi the bil), that all property of
the sane kind shdould be taxed equally and unifornily to all
cLses of citizens ahke, and this board prays that the bill i this
res>lkt may become law."

.\lr. Campbell supported lits resolution in a strong speech,
shîmng that Ontario lad made a great inistake in taking the

.nited States as a Iodel, iistead of Great itritaii or Franre,
wlere the laws were based ipon iucl truer principles. île
slowel that the capital of the lmerchait and the mlaitiufacturer
was the only capital ta.ed oit its face value, and that this was
lurtful to realty, to the encouragement of mercantile eiterlîiise,
and to the developuient of the country.

MIr. Stapleton Caldemtt seconded the resoluttion, and ad
vaicedi somte tellip arguments in laivor of a more just S. stei of
assessmtent.

hie resolution was ailso strongly stipprted lby Nir. Cock
sliutt, Warring Kennedy, G. 11. Ilerirai, Il tugli lain and otht rs,
and was strongl opposed luh Mr. jalfray, who claiied that they
werc tryiig to thirowv too mîuchi of a bturden on imîproved real
estate.

Toronto dry goods ierchants are t-) be congratulated on
tlicir siccess ii having the bill endorsed b so infiuîential a 1(1d
as the lluard of Trade , and tlicir fellow nierchiants throughout
the )omimion, who are igliting nohl> for the saie phase of
Justice and for a propier systet of ta.ation, m ill taLe heart fromis
thicîr vicfory. Montreal, falifa.x, Wiinnipeg and other cities
have simmlar grievances, and it is t be hoped that true ideas ont
this imtfrcate subject will soon be mure gencrall dessemninated
aiong our legislators.

TORON TO'S SHOP FRONTS.

l IS said that the City of Toronto lias as great an extent of
shop fronts as the cities of lhffalo, eitroit and Rochester
conibined. Toronto is said to have 27 mtiles of sihop fronts,

while Bluffalo lias onlY 13 miles. Circunistances are at work in
Toronto wliclh will probably transfori the character of soie of
the principal thorouglifares, such as King and Yoige streets.
Oi these street., there are a large numiber of smnall shops whicli
il is believed will before mliany -,cars revert to reside.ice purposes.
Two principal cause.s are aIt work teiding to bring about this
thange. One is the introduction of rapid electric street railway
transit, by ncans of whicl residents in the outlying districts of
the city cai be transported to the business centre within an 'i-
terval of a few minutes. Thesc facilities for dealing at the larger
down town establishments is likely to be taken advantage of to
lic detrimnent of the smnaller business concerns on the less in

portant thorouglifares. 'lie second cause is the recent develop.
ment of a few large establishments where goods of alimost every
class are soldi under one roof. ''hese concerns will certainly
nipe out of existence a very large number of the smialler stores.
It is estimated that one such establishment already in existence
ini Toronto is doing the trade wlich formerly was divided
amongst Soo siall stores. These changes mîost seriously affect
the value of a large amount of property now used for business
purposcs. -Canadiani Architect.

Cunitruller Wallat. ;à rapidly disposing of a numtiiber of knotty
questions wvhiî haie bcen referred to the cistons departient
fron uutside ports. .\niong his latest rulings are the following
Cardigan jacskets are lrolerly dutiable under item 25 at s o cis.
a poulid and 20 p0er cent. 1'hie fact hiat sucli jaickets have but
tonhioles wurked in theni and that the edges arc bound does not
take theri out of the categor of "knîitted goods." Frillings and
edgings, wlietlher of cotton, silk or other niaterial, are ruled to le
dutiable at 30 per cent. under itei 197, though the edges mia>
be cither bounld or stitched.


