
The coming of the Lord draweth nigh,-James v. 8.

[Fur OUR MISSION

Vie World's llatredI-onduided1.
John 12 : 10, 1i1.

By' Ai F. SANDI.VM.BU'I' ]et Us flot fall into error. W>e are flot cahled
uipon to rnike ourselves offensive to the îvorld.
Phat is, Iy heing stubborn or wilful. Somne

men pride themnselves ini this sort of peculiarity. jesus
neyer inade Jriniself offensive, He did not seek the
îvorld'sibat red. He trjedto turn that liatred into genu-
ine love. But H-e îîever shrank froni reproving die
world or its custoins. \Vith a deep overpowering love
for the world, ilevertbeless hie oî,posed it, and s0 must
ive. 0f this line of action, ive hiave a strong instance
in the case of jereniiah the Prophiet. A maan of
dcep affection, of truc love for bis nation, of the
higbiest type of patriotisin, yet no prophet was ever
calhed to dehiver more unîvelcoîne messages, or to run
more contrary to the ishes both of ing and peop)le.
WVhile he loved Mhe hiated.

"For tlien the king of Blabylr'n's armny beseiged Jeru-
salemn and Jerciniahi the prophet was shuit up in the
court of the prison, which "'as in the king of Judah's
housc "1-J cr. 32 : 2.

He is a l)risoner. And îvhy ?
" For Zedckiah king of Judab hiad shut hirn up, saying,

Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the
Lord, Behold, 1 will give this city into the hand of the
king of Babylon, and lie shiah take it "-J er. 32. 3
Siniply because that îvhatever God said, Jerermah
said, and nothing cL ald lead hini to act otherîvise.
They îî'ere liard ivords he hiad to speak. Ne had to
offend king, prince, l)riest, people, yea, bis owvn felloîv-
townsnien and farnily no doubt , but not one ivord of
offenre, which tended to draîv tipon hlm that hiatred,
%vas of hiq c-)%n choosing. Observe the messuge,
"'I- 'hus saith the Lord (rientioned over 200 timeS).
Ini other words, like Lazarus, he ivas a living îvitness
against the h)eophe of J udah. Nowî, for a last example,
read-

"II John, wîho also anm your brother, and companion in
tr'ibulation, and ini the kingdom* and patience of Jesus
Christ, "'as ini the isle that is called Ilatmos, for the ivord
of God, and for the tcstimony of Jesus Christ "-Rev.

1; .

John is -in exile bierause the world hated bis testi-
mony concerning jesus Christ. It ivas for the 'h
ter's ý-ake lit: is in cNile. Faith fui to the W'ord of
C'od and to the' testiniony of jesus Christ, he %vas
iade i"' knnîv that the wvorhd îî'as stili, after go years

advance in other matters, just as intense in its hatrcd
of Christ, Th'e onhy thing the worhd gave hlmi- for bis
tcstiniony îî'as lir rcd. But we find that over against
this is a gift whicli God's Word promises to the faitbful.

"Thcse thingê. I h ai e spoken unto you, that ini Me ye
iniglitlbie peace. In the world ye shail have tribulation:

but bu. of good cheer ; 1 lhave overcomne the world."-
johin 16 :33

"*Yea, and ail that will live godly in Christ Jesus shial
suifer persecution."l IlBut evil men and seducers shial
wvax worse and worsc, deceiving, and being deccived."
2 Tim. 3 : il1, 12.

Not niuchi said here as to the improvenient of the
îvorld. 'The enemies of the truth are flot on the de-
crease.

But we said that persecution and liatred wvere gifts
promiised to the faithful. We like to accept gifts. Are
we really to accept this:

" For unto you it is given in the beha f of Christ, not
only to believe on Him, but also to suifer for His sake-
Phil. i : :29.

And just inl proportion as we accept the one gift,
jesus-so shal ive receive the other, sufféring. The
closer I îvalk îvith Him, the further I shall be frorn
the world. 'l'le more faithfully I fimitate Hlmn, the
more I shall suifer îvith Nim. - t always lias been so,
it ahvays w'ill be. But remember, there are pl,,rious
privileges attached to such suifering. Jt~glance
back at the record of God's Word.

Joseph closely obeyed -God. Joseph's God 'vas
with hîm, both in the miansion and the prison. Elijah
faithfuhly spake God's Word. Elijah's God w~as ever
with. hlm. Daniel faithfully testified for God, and 50
did his three companions. That close %valk aroused
hatred, wvhich drove one into a lion's den and three
into a fiery furnace; but God wvas ;.n eachi place,
waiting to receive thern and comfort themn. Jeremiah
faithfuhly cried, "lThus saith the Lord," and wben the
world shut him up, God stili talked to him. Stepheri
faithfully testified against the îvorld, and its hiatred
only opened heaven to show hirn its gloiy and to re-
ceive him therein. Paul faithfuUy testified-the
world hated-but the angel of the Lord stood by
him. John faithfuhly testified, and the îvorld's hatred
sent hlmi to Patmos, a place in which he heard the
voice of God and saw visions of future bliss, &c.
'rhese are but a few instances of the niany gi'ven in
God's Word, and in history where the wvorld's hate
served to help the saint. How very forcible cornes
home the words of the Master:

" And I say unto you, mny friends, Be not afra«d of themn
that killi the body, and after that have ro more that they
can do." "lBut I wvill forewvarn you wvhorn ye shall fear :
Fear Hlmn, îvhich after he bath killed hath )oîver to cast
into bell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear Hlmn." - Luke 12: 4,5.

"No more that they can do." The world's hatred cari-
flot follow beyond death. It is ail they can do. It
was ahi they could do to the Master. He cxperienced
their hatred te the utrnost;- a.nd remnember the nearer
you corne to that Master's image, tl-e riearer you be-
corne %Ybat He has cal) -.d you to be. Are any of .,ur
re.tders like Lazarus, hated by the world. It is a
glo-ious position. Oh, that we wure ail thus. WVhat
a powver one such minded mnan as Paul or Elijahi would
be. The world turned upside down by a few poor
fishermen. Why ? Because the,- were near One îvho


