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For the Canadian Musician,

HOW OFTEN AND WHAT.

BY CuarLes W, LaNpoxN.

If advice on a point of law is wanted,
everybody at once goes to a lawyer. If
medical advice is needed, all go to the
doctor. If land is to be surveyed and
bounderies fixed a professional surveyor
is employed, but any and every musical
question is settled by anybody as quick
as thought, even if the ‘‘expert’’ cannot
tell one tune from another. And it makes
no difference what kind of a musical
question is up, all persons feel competent
to pronounce an infalible judgement on
it off hand, and that settles it, once and for
all.  And no amount of opinions from
professional musicians can in the least
change the fixed opinion of the “layman.”
Our layman says: ‘‘Anybody can see
that lessons and the practice passing over
three years with one lesson a week is
twice as good as the same numbzr of
lessons given within a year and a half,
two lessons a week, because there will be
but half as much time to practice; then,
too, one lesson a week, gives twice as
much experience as would two lessons a
week.”” And furthermore, he continues:
““If the pupil misses a lesson or two, or
has not had a full amount of practice it
is a dead waste of money to go and take
another lesson until the lesson already
taken is learned, Any fool can see that
this is true. But what makes me and
our folks anuoyed, is, that the teachier does
not like to give lessons from the same
book that my girl’s mother used. Why!
my wife was the best player in town when
I married her! And that upstart of a
teacher says that the book and music
that she used is of no account now. I
heard him play at a musicale recently
and no piece that he played had as much
tune to it as a strain of what my wife
used to play. He gets off some nousense
about my girl not wanting to play the
old fashioned tunes that she has heard
ever since she was a baby, wants some-
thing new, some of these new fangled
‘jamberries,’ I call them; there is no tune
to one of them.”*

Not the least difficulty is the weak and
feeble mother who lets her tender sym-
pathy run riot, letting off her children at
every trumped up and flimsy excuse,
thus allowing a poor practice and irregu-
lar lessons. ‘There is another kind, who
listens to the arguments for two or three
lessons a week, secures the reduced rate
for the more lessons a week, and after
two or three weeks drop off to one lesson
a week, and then begins to miss lessons
till the term over runs for three or four

onths. This kind of a patron thinks
she is getting her ‘“‘money’s worth,” out
of her teach.r. There is another kind of
patron that bought a rattle trap piano,
and seldom has it tuned, and never re-
paired. The pupils practicing on such
an instrument make no headway because

playing on it is pain, not pleasure.
Every child rightly thinks music must
furnish him some pleasure, and when he
has to practice on a piano that is out of
tune and has sticking and silent keys, he
finds no pleasure, and so does as little
practice as he can. ‘‘What is the use of
spending a lot of money in fixing the
piano when lessons cost all that we can
afford to pay for music?’ is what our pat-
rons of this class say. There is a “first
cousin’’ to the latter, who strongly objects
to paying for sheet music. These people
want the child to keep at the old piece,
to learn gospel hymns, and the pieces of
all grades and qualities found in adver-
tising sheets, fashion magazines, and the
pick ups generally.

There is a growing tendency for giving
beginners daily lessons, and when they
become somewhat settled in methods of
practice, to give them three lessons a
week, and finally two a week. But
where the musical public have become
used to the slack ways above described,
it is very slow and discouraging work to
educate anyone up to the better ways of
modern usage. Butitcan bedone. The
music teacher can secure one or two be-
ginners to start the idea with, and by
bringing them out at musicales, explain-
ing how long and how they have studied,
showing how they never do any incorrect
practice, how every effort is in building
up, and no time lost in undoing, he slowly
creates a sentiment for the right way. It
is a fact that teachers should be more
diligent in affirming, that pupils who are
somewhat advanced will learn more w.th
the same expenditure of money with two
lessons a week than with one. It makes
a difference to whom the teacher talks.
There are natural leaders in every circle
of society, and these people are the ones
to talk with. Tact and common sense
are factors with which the successful
teacher must often take council.

Mr. J. Lewis Brown of St. Paul, Minn,,
who has been appointed organist of Bond
street Congregational Church, has ar-
rived in Toronto.
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Situations Vacant.

\/ TANTED -Musicians to locate. First class open
ing for Barber Shop. Clarinet players preferre
Other nusicians write.
Yours very truly,
BLAKE G. BURRILL,
Secy. M.B.B.
YARMOUTH, N.S.
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A. C. TRESHAM,

Bandmaster,

Is prepared to accept engagement as teacher ot a
Band in or near Toronto. Certificate from Militar
School of Musie, London, Eng. Terms moderate

12 Lima Prack, ToroNTO.
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Can you cut new bread— sy, e,

You cannot with an ordinary knife.

Christy Bread Knife

it is easier than cutting stale bread with any other Kknife.

E KNIVES sent (postpaid) for ONE DOLLAR.

OHRISTY KNIFE COMPANY, 30 WELLINGTON ST, EAST, TORONTO.
LIVE AGENTS WANTED IN EVERY TOWN.

into thin slices

But with the wonderful

4

Every house-keeper knows the difficulty
of securing a serviceable bread knife,
When bread is newly baked—still warm
and soft—the ordinary bread knife will not
cutisetall.. The Christy Bread Knife will
cut new bread in as thin slices as stale
bread can be cut.

Our Knives are put up in sets containing
BREAD, CAKE and PARING KNIVES,
Made of Finest (Triple-plated) Steel.




