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cere regret and with deep sympathy for Mr,
Pirie and the congresation on aceount of the
circumstances by which it was rendered ne.
ceasry. .

Dr."Bayne appeared and took his seat in the
Presbytery, and was cordinlly welcomed by
the brethren after so long an absence, and
thankfulness was expressed to the Great Head
of the Church for his safe return and the ap-
pearance of an improved state of health

The Preshytery were painfully ocenpied
for some time with a charge brought by the
Rev. James Middlemiss of Elora and the Elders
and Deacons of his congregation, against the
Rev. John G. McGregor, princivnl of the Gram.
mar School, accusing him of aflirming to vari.
ous individuals of the congresation that Mr,
Middlemiss preached unsoand doctrine, and
desiring that he might be cited to appear be-
fore the Presbytery to answer for hiv conduet
§n o doing. .

The Presbytery after hearing documents anid
evidence. Resolved,—That havine lately had
Ar. Middlemiss under teiuls, and many wmem-
bers of Presbytery having heard lim preach
in their pulpits several times, are not disposed
to nllow their confidence in the soundness of
his doctrine to be easily shaken; and further
agree to grant the prayer of the petition of
the Elders and Deacons of Chalmers' Chureh
and direct their Clerk to cite the said Rev, J,
G. McGregor to appear at the next ordinary
meeting of Presbytery, to answer the charges
preferred against him by Mr. Middlemias and
the petitioners.

It was moved and agreed to that the com.
mittee for arranging Missionary Mectings be
instructed to correspond with Sessions of con-
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|ﬁ(h\nl out in Septembier, 1810, to open up the
fur trade of the Qrezan, Mr, Ross was one of
the first to joinat,  Javing csbarhed at New
York on board of the ill-fated slap Zongran, he
and lna companions, after & tedious voyage of
about geven months round Cape Horn, arvived
at the mouth of the Columbin, and were the
first Buropenns to fell o tree or crect o building
in that then remote and aluos fabudous rogien,
In this country—peopled at that time by nu-
merous tribes of Lold and warlike Idinns—he
remained until 1825, in the service successively
of the three great fur compunies that have, in
turn, mide it the ficld of commereinl enterprire
—the “Ameriean Far Company,” the ** North

Weat Company,” and the * Hudsow's Bay Com-
pany.” The wild and exeiting adventures of
this period of his life have been graphically
narcated by itnsedf in three  nteresting

other two during the course of the pre-ent
Year,

At the period alioveamentioned, influenced
chiefly by n regard to the best interests of
a riding fanily, Mr. Rost resolved to abandon
the life of o furdtrader.  He made his way over
the Rocky Mountaing and settled down as a
werchant ap 1 farmer in the Red River colony,
then, for the first time, after the ealamitics of
its errly history, beginning to give tokens of
l)\‘rmnncnc_\' and prosperity,  Here he soon
rccamie a prominent citszen, and fur upwards
of twenty years held the offices of Sheriff and
Councatlor, in which, on his retirement, he was
succeeded Ly his late cxcellent and much-
lamented ron,  Zealously attached to the
Church of his fathers, his talente, education
and standing in society soon made him the

gregations and be guided by the answers re-
ceived in“making their appointments: some
objections having been brought against the ar.
rangements published in the Recerd.

The Rev. James Rogers, Jate of Demorest- |
ville, was received ns an ordained minister,
without charge, within the bom_xds, and as !-Ii- H
gible to any mistonary appointment which
may be given to him by the Home lission
Committee.

Missionaries were allocated for the next three !
months, and various matters of inor itmport-
ance were taken up.

Sessions Records, which have not been ex.
amined gince last mecting of Synod, are en.
joined to be sent forward without fail to neat
ordinary meeting, .

Next ordinary aceting to be held at Hamil-
ton and within Knox's Church there the second
Tuesdsy of April, at 2 o'clock, p. m.

The overtures sent down by the Synod to
Presvyterics for thei: consideration, are to bLe
taken up at next ordinury meeting.

M. Y. Stang, Pres. Clerk.

&

Tommunications,
OBITUARY NOTICE OF THE LATE ALEX.
ROSS, ESQ, OF RED RIVER.
To the Editor of the Record.

My Drar Sir:—It is only & few short months
since your cxcellent periodical contained an
obituary notice of the late William Ross, of
this scttlement. Will you now allow me a
trief space for a similar notice of his worthy
father.  “They were lovely intheir lives and
in their deauhs they were but little divided.”
The strong and active man of thirty-one years
fell asleep on the 4th of May, and the veneralle

triarch of three score and fourtean, on the
23rd of October of the present year.

Mr. Ross was a native of the North of Scotlang,
having been born in the parish of Dyke,
on the 20d of November, 1782 Esrly in the
present century he emigrated to Canada, snd
when tha celobrated * Astor Expedition” was

acknonledged leader of the truc-hearted, but
small and friendless band of Scoteh Preshyte
rians, who formed the nucleus and heart of the
colony. But so strong were opposing influ-
ences that it was noet Ull after u strugule of
twentyfive Jong yenrs that he and they had
the satisfaction of welcoming a minister of their
own beloved Chureh to ther secluded humes,
And while too much honor cannot be dope to
the faithfulness with which our people have
hield fast their praneiples in spite of every temp-
tation to abandon them, it 13 not too mueh to
say that the firm establishinent—if not the
very enistence—of our Church here is, under
God, chiefly to be azeriled to the zeal, ability
and indefutigable perseverance with which Mr.
Ross maintained its cruse.

For the Just five years, he, with his family,
was permitted to cnjoy itz ministrations, and
confessedly not without benefit.  On the or-
gamzation of a Church he was at once clected
an elder, and his wisdont, experience and love
of peaceful measures have heen of the greatest
alvantage tothe Sesston which, with the funily
and the congregation, now feels itself deprivd}
of a leader and guide such as, to human eyve at
least, no one seetns prepared to suceeed.

Even during the tnost unsettled period of his
life, Mr. Ross was a regular student of his
Bible; and although he did not altogether
eseape the evil influences of a life in the Indian
country, the taint of these in his latter years,
way becoming less and less discernible, and the
indications _of Christian character more and
more s0. The last time he attended Chureh, it
was to preside at a prayer meeting, in the ab.
sence of the minister, when many were atruck
with the peeuliar carnestness and fervency of
his prayera His last llness was only of six
days duration; though severe, it was borne
with patienice and resignation. e wasalimost
constantly cngaged i prayer, orin repeating

recious texts of Scripture,  His confidenee in
iis future well-being was firm and unwavering
to the last, until a quarter past cleven o'clock
on the night of Thursday, October 23, when he
dcqaru\d peacefully in the midet of his family.

Mr. Roas has left a widow and seven ehil

-

volumes—the fir<t, published in 1816, and the ]
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dren, and two families of orphan grand childeen
to lament hin los The widow~-daughter of
u great chief of the Okinackan nation, and a
swoman of truly Christinn charaeter and feeling,
has Leen his faithful companion for more than
forty year«  Unider the vory afllictive strokes
with Which she has been lately visted, she
finds conswlation in the rdigion which her
husband wae the first to teach her, and in the
teder nasiduitios of affectionate children. Both
t the family and the Charch have Leen stricken,
t but both desire belicvingly to listen to our
y Jard's worde—repeated Ly the decensed on his
| deatlebed, and wade the subfect of hie funeral
sepmon—" Let not your heart e trout led, yo
belivve in God, believe also in me”
Red River Settlement,
November 8, 1858,
b (M Jumes Rons, o son of the deceased Me,

1 Ross, and, we bebieve, now the eldest surviving
son, ha< hiven for the Inet three years pursuing
hia studiesat University Colloze, and hns highly
distinguished himself in the various classes
through which he has passcd.—Ewmiton ]
————

ANNUAL REPORT OF SABBATH SCHOOL
OF KNOX'S CHURCH, TORONTO.

Onzse more, in the providenee of God, we are
permitted to assemnble together to celebrate our
anntal meeting, and to report the operations of
the Sunday School for tae past vesr, as well as
what has been done for objects’of s mi.sionary
character,

It hias been ucunl on former occasions to
allude to any changes which may have occurred,
cither from'the death of those whoe were con-
nected with us, or the removal to other Jnlncen
of thowe who were associated with us in ths
work of 1ustruction,

R0 fur asthe teachers have ascertained, but
{one death nas accurred, Robert Lester, the
i salject of the following remarks, attended this
§ Sabbath Schodl tor a putalner of sears, lic was
a youth of promise, and none who noticed his
quict and retired habits but must have been
struck with his example so well fitted to lend
others ta scrious Longht, whilst engaged in the
study of God's Word, and presenting o marked
contrast to the many who laok upon such cx-
ereises as irksome, and prevent others, as well
as themselves, from reaping the resulta of faith-
ful instruetion. In the month of November
last, he wns prevented from attending the
Sunday School from a severe illness, which was
not at the time regarded as dangerous, but
a few days brought the disease to be regarded
as on¢ which would bring death in i3 train.
It is pleasing to know that on his death bed he
wave abundant testimony that the seed sown
¢ had not fallen on barren coil, and his partinge
words, that Christ was all his galvation and sl
his desire, must have fallen sweetly on the ears
of a widowed mether and sorrowing sister, He
ia gone, and it is to ke hoped that his compan-
ions may be led to ponder well the necessity for
preparation, from the fact that the yonng die
as well as the old, and we knew not what a day
or an hour may bring forth.

Two of our tenchers, since the last annusl
meeting, have left Turonto, and ars, we believe,
engaged in the same work in ano her part of
the Provinee,

The attendance ‘or the last year has been
good, the number o1 the roll at present Leing
i one hundred and fifty and the average nttend
| an ¢ one hundred and (hirty,  For the first six

months there was a falling off, but for the last
two quarters the loss has bu-n regained.

The number of teachers engeged is fifyeen,

i with a Librarian.  One of the grestest difficul-

; tics in the management of & Sunday School,

where so many are brought together iy, mainte-

oance of forder. Tn Jast vear's report the Comnit
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