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Religions Intelligence.
AUSTRALIA.

Tho following letter from the -Rev. Robert Hamilton, late of Water-
beck, who was sent out in the beginning of last summer as a missionary
_to Port-Philip,-gives an account of the voyage, of his safe arrival, and-
of_the promising condition of the' United Preshyterian Church- there.

The letter is dated Mcibourne, 27th September, 1851

The Voyage~1 cmbrace tho-first opportunity of a ship=leaving-the-|-

port, to inform you of the safe arrival of myself and déar family ~ We
“havo made a very good passage, having set sail from Liverpnol on the Gth
June, and having made land on the 10th of Septemnber  The commence-
ment of our voyage was very stormy  Wo had head winds; squalls, and
rain incessantly-for a few days after sailing; which both retarded our pro-
gress, and contributed very much to outr discomfort  We soon got into
more favourable weather ; and aftef we crossed the latitude of tho Bay
of Biscay, wo scemed to leave the region of stormns behind.  For about
two months, we had vory gencral good weather  Within'the tropics, the -
sun was not so exceedingly oppressive, the thermometer, “at the hottest,
being 90° in tho shade. When we reached the southern latitudes,
however, in pursuance of what is called great circle sailing, the sun being
far north, wo had very severe wintry weather indeed.  'We had frequent
showers of hail and snow, and had gale upon gale, in-constant -sucees-
_sion. Through the great goodness of our Heavenly Father, our ship
was - mercifully._preserved in the midst of our perils of no ordinary
kind.

T-am happy to say that I was cnabled, after the first Sabbath, to con-
duct rehgious services on buard cvery -Lurds day. While-favvurable
weather continued, wo- had worship on thu puop deck twice each Sab-
bath. Dunng the last month- wo were obliged - to assumble wathin-the
.cabin and between decks, su that, notwithstanding storm _aud ran, uir
mectings were never-altogether iterrupted, althongh frequently_ held

~ vory great antages. T distributed & _good many tracts and
a few Bibles among tho passcngers and-crew. There were uphards of
2120 souls on board, and I-had some gratification-on -sceing-the happy
_influence of the Gospel preached, in cummanding atleast general vut-
-ward respect, and affording in the cxpenience of a number, much com--
fort- and -gratification.
~ Wo-had threc-deaths- on board—iwo adults,_cnd a-child-that was
“born 1n the.ship.  Onc of the “adults was a cabin passenger_frum Dum-
fricsshire, “who had-fallen into cunsumption, -and_was couung-out to
-Australia as a last cxperiment for tus hifc. .Ho_received great spirt--
ual benefit -from my 1nstructions and-conversation in his last-illness,”
and, I have good reason_ to believe,-died at -peace with-God, and in
the well-grounded hopo of heaven. i
Arrival in Melbourne.—We landed- 1n Melbourne on the -12th,-and
_ received a cordial welcomo from our dear friends in“the city, who
..are-all in- the. engoyment of-health. Weo have-been not-a little sur-
prised at-the great extent-of the-town, 1ts clegant buildings,-flounsh-
_ing-merchandise,-and large-population. ~ We have arrived-at -a-good
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season of the-year for getting somowhat- acclimated before the hot sum-
mer weather arrives, -t is now- spring, and may be compared to mild
sununer weather in the mother-country,—the winter rains have scarcely
ceased,—the grass-appears i s lovelieat hue—munny tlowers arg fully-
blown-=the vines are budding—the first fruite of the earth are, in some
mstances, already being -enjoyed, and numcrous signs are given-that
summer is fast approaching.

Lrcitement-in- the Colony.—I-have no idea yet in-what particular
locality I may find a _sphere of Iabour. _I-trust as 1 have come owt-in
the Lord’s service, Ho will, in his own-good time,-open up-a door of
uscfulness. My arnval-has comeided -wath-a- very-particular-crisis in
-tho colony  During the last fortnight, the.members of the_new Legis-

- | lative.Councnt -have been elected aind conmiderablo political excitoment

throughout -the country. Add _to this the-excitement arising from the
- dircovery of gold, which 13 fast-emptying the towns of their labouring
population, and 1t will be seen that tho cause of Christ must have po-
cultar-evils to-contend with, and that- tho-wisdom ‘which comes-from
_.abuve will be requred_for _the purpose of_employing the wilst effectual
means to advaneo-its interests. “Considerable fervour at present exists
in the- public mind, which, in the meanwhile, is-far-from fayourable to
the interests of-religion. -0 that men-were as-deeply -concerned to
obtain -the incorruptiblo- riches -of the kingdom of-heaven, then tha-
ﬁ(}lt% that penishes would not eacrt- a baneful influence on the heart and
ifo!

United Presbyterian- Chkurck of Vicloris.—J have been. already ad-
mitted 10 2 seat in the Colomal-Presbytery-of the-United Presbyterian-
Church, _Iam happy to testify to:the prospenty which has hithetto at--
tended _the eflorts-of the brethren to ovangelwe tho colony. Thero aro
now about twelve ministers on the ficld 1 -our connection; either set-

tled or ready-to- occupy- smtable distnicts. A board of nussions 1s
about to-be established for the purpose of more effectuaily suppiving tho
spirtual necessities of the country. It 18 encouraging to know that_a
getieral feching prevads -amung -vanous denoimnatiung, of oppomtion
to religrous endowments,—various-members-of the Counail are avow-
cdly hostile to all-government support.  The triumph of the-voluntary
prmciple, 1 short, may Le regarded -as all_but- complete; and,-with
the blessing- of God,-1t- only requires that-we-have an-cvangelical, -
well-cducated, and an cnergetic numstry, mn order that the cause of
God may_flounish under our supenntendance.—Jis Record, U. P.Ch.

Note.—From more recent accounts we-have seen, 1t appears that Mr.
Hamlton. has been preaching to the multitudes employed 1n the gold
diggings in the interior.

ANEITEUM.

BY REV. JONN GEDDIE.

Private letters, dated Aneitaun, Nov. 11th 1831, came 1o hand June-
10th. The fullowing extracts have been sclected, as cuntaining all that
13 of public interest fur the Church. How very disirable that one of

Jandred spint wath vur present Missivnary, should repaur. to bis assistance,

_ now that the mass of hcathenism is being mouved to its very dase; Our
refuge.must be in hint who 18 known to the Church in every ago as Ji-
hotait Juch. When he gives the word, great shall be the company of
tham_ who publish it Lt the fricnds of the Missiun nuw obey tho cum-
mand of the Gud of Missiuns.  The harvest truly s great but- the La-
burers are fuw.  Trayye therefore the-Lurd of-the hareest that Ae would
send forth laborers unlo his harvest.

-A vesscl has just called here on her way to Chuna, -and.I avail myself-
of the vppurtunity of scnding a fuw_lines_by her to you.  1sent a letter

- to the Board, dated-in- Scptember last, which I hope you have received
- msafuty. Thave.a heavy communicativn un-haad at present, contain-
g a full report of the Miservn fur the last year, together wnh fragments
of my_journal, bet these I reserve to gu by_way_of Sydney. ~Though the
route by China is by far the most cxpeditious, yet my letters pass through
_ somany. strange hands befurc they arc_mailed, that thoy are sent at a ven-
- ture. In my letter to the Board dated- in Scptember, I slightly alleded
to the progrees of the work and to exciung mudents which have befallen

_ thus mussien, but these you will find mure fully and sausfactonly-stated
in my forthcoming leiter and journal.



