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DRARY'S HYMN.

I cannot think but God must know
About the thing I long for so;

| know he is 80 good, so kind,

I cannot think but he will find

Some way to help, some way to show
Mo to the thing I long for so.

1 stretch my hand—it lies so near

It looks 80 sweet, it looks so dear,
“Dear Lord,” I pray, “ 0, let me know
If it is wrong to want it so!”

Ho only smiles. He does not spcak ;
My heart grows weaker and more weak
With looking at the thing so dear
Which lies so far and yet 8o near.

Now, Lord, I leave at thy loved feet

This thing which looks so near, 8o sweet ;
I will not seek, I will not long;

1 almost fear I have been wrong.

T'll go aud work the harder, Lord,

And wait till by some loud, clear word
Thou callest me to thy loved feet,

To take this thing so dear, so sweet.

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Lesson IL [Oect. 8.
HAMAN'S PLOT AGAINST THE JEWS.
Esther 3, 1-11. Memory verse, 5, 6.
QOLDEN TEXT.

If God be for us, who can be against us?
—Rom. 8, 31.

A LESSON TALK.

This lesson shows how foolish and hate-
ful a thing pride in the heart may be. Our
actions grow out of what we are, and just
so surely as a nettle cannot besr sweet
violets, just so surely cannot a proud, en-
vious, hateful heart bear tho sweet blos-
soms of love and peace. Haman’s pride
and self-love became so greut when the
king of Persia put him above all his other
princes that he could not be satisfied with
the honour which he had, but reached out
for more! It shows asmall mind to notice
a slight, and the growth of pride and self-
love in the heart helps to make the mind
small and weak. Do you wonder why
Mordecai would not do reverence to
Haman? Mordecai was a Jew, you know,
snd he believed that the great God was
the only being to whom“he should bow
down. Perhaps he knew that Haman was
8 wicked man and deserved no honour. See
how crae! and bloedthirrty Haman was to
want to kill all the Jews in the land be-
cause one had refused to do him reverence.
Are you not glad you did not live when
buman life was worth so little? See how
easily the king gave Hawman the right to
kill all these innocent people |

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST.
- Who was Esther 7 A beautiful queen,

Who way her king ¢ Ahasuerus, the
king of Persin

What did not the king know !
Esther was a Jewess,

Who had Ulrought Esther up?
relative, Mordeeai.

What had he taught her ¢
true God.

To whom did the kiny give a high place?
Haman,

What kind of &8 man was Haman? A
bad man.

Why was he angry with Mordeeai
Because Mordecai did not baw down to
him.

What did Haman tell the kiny?
the Jews were bad people.

What did he ask permission to du?
Destroy them all.

What did the kingsay ? That he might
do it

What did they not know? That God
takes care of his people.
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Lessox IIL [Oct. 15,
ESTHER PLEADING rOR HER PEUF.LE.
Esth. 8. 3 8,15-17. Memory verses, 15-17.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
-—Psalm 37. 5.

A LESSON TALK.

You will need to read all the Helps
carefully to get the whole of the beautiful
story of Queen Esther. The faith and
courage of the young queen saved her
people, and you will not fail to notice that
she did not trust her own beauty and her
power over the king, but that she called
upon her own people, who believed in God,
to fast with her before she went to the
king. This lesson shows how JMordecai
was r..sedlto a position of honour, and all
the Jews throughout the kingdom had
“ light, and gladness, and joy, and honour,”
because a woman was not afraid, even at
therisk of her life, to stand for the right.
When we sce how the king held out his
golden sceptre to Esther, 1t reminds us
that our great King is always ready to hold
out to us the sceptre of his love and truth,
and we should be encouraged to avk lurge
things of him. This lesson, too, may help
us to remember that when we arein a
place of trouble ard danger the best thing
we can do is to go to our Kin;é for help.
As Esther got help for herself and her
people, so may we find help not only for
ourselves, but for others,

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST.

Who was theJews' enemy ? Haman,

What was done with the ring of Hamant
It was given to Mordecal

What did this rings mesn to Mourdecai ¢
Power.

What did Esther ask of the king ? That
he would save her people.

Whet did the king do? He held out
the golden sceptre.

What did this mean? That he would

grant what she asked.

What dil he aay the Jewsuoght do?
Defennd themselves

What did this mean «
tight for their hives

Wha weee vory heppy now ¢
J(‘“’N,

What dudwnny of the Peraans beeome ¢
Like the Jews.

What did they see ¢
their side.

That they might
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TWo BRAVE MEN.

In an urticle 1n Youth'« Companion, an
army general gives somo interesting acts
of bravery which have como under his
notice.  Once a party of citizens and
soldiers was completely surrounded in a
picce of timber by large force of Indians,
The whites had a numter of wounded
with them, sume g0 Ladly hurt that they
cvuld nut be moved, even if they had not
been entirely surrounded by hostilesavages.
The wounded whites lay all day and all
night with loaded pistols by their sides,
ready for use should the Indians make a
rush upon them. The unwounded, lying
behind rock+ and stumps, guarded the
camp all that day and night, firing upon
the Indians whenever one could bie seen.

At last twu of the party volunteered to
craw! out through the lines of the sur-
rounding Indians and carry nows of the
wants of the beleaguered party to the
scttlements, ninety miles away. The risk
was great, but the task was sccomplished.
The brave fellows made their way, un-
noticed, through the Indians, reached the
sattlements, and returned with reinforce-
ments before the savazes wmade an attack.

WHAT A LITTLE GIRL FOUND OUT.

A poor jittle street mirl was taken sick
cne Christmas, and carried to the huspital.
While there she heard the story of Jesus
coming into the worlJ to save us. It was
all new to her, but very precivus. She
could appreciate such a wonderful Saviour,
and the knowledge made her very happy
as she lay upun her little cot. Une day the
nurse came round at the usual hour, and
“ Little Bruoustick ™ (that was her streot
nawe) held her by the hand and whispered
“I am having real goud times here, ever
such good +imes: S'pose I'll have to go
'way from here just as soon as I get well,
but I'll take the good time nlong—some of
it, anyhow. Did jou know about Jesus
being born 1"

“Yes,” replied the nurse, “I know. Sh-
sh-sh! Don’t talk any more.”

“Youdid? I thought that you looked
as if you didn’t, und I was going to tell
you.

* Why, how did I luwk {” asked the
nurse, forgetting iicr unders in her curiosity.

“0, just like mest o folks—kind o
glum. I <houldn’t think that you'd ever
look glum if you knowed about
Jesus bein’ born."

Liear reader, do you know “ about Jesus
bein” born "¢  If you do, won ¢ you tell it
to others?



