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creed, and be all but banished from the practice.  The apostle
las satisfactorily proved, that, no one, whether Jow or Gentile, can
ever attain to justification throngh the deeds of the Jaw: and if
attained at all, it must be throngh the righteousness of faith, This
faith excludes boastiug; but, it is nevertheless, the friend and
supporter of the law : henee the apostle trivinphantly asks, Do
we then make void the law though faith 27

And he as triwmphantly answers: “ God forbid @ Yeu we
establish the law.”

1. The law was nceessary. Its necessity arose out of the
nature and relations of moral beings.  God gave us a moral
nature and established those velstionsaips that exist in socicty.
But, with such a nature, and suzh relationships must we
be left without a rule, by which to resulate owr conduet toward
others 7 The Creator was too wise and loving and guud, to leave
us without a moral faw,  Lhe framing of that law was not left to
the ereature. No ereatnre, however exalted, was equal to the task.
Men may now frame laws, having the moval law as a basis;
atthough we have reason to lument, that very many human laws
are fur ivom the spivit of the Divine.  Iad faw-making been left
to the creature, it might have been difficult to fix upon a standard
of rizht; each law-muker might live iad bis own standurd, and
with @ multitude of staudard-hearers, moral and sveial disorder
must have convulsed and broken up society. T.et us rejoice, then,
that the Creator himsclf is the lawgiver,” The wmoral law is the
standard of right for moral beings such as we.  ake away this
law, and we must he left to drift on the vecan of time, without
either compass or rudder.

2. The moral law is a just and reasonable law—heeause, in the
first place, it requires nothing of its subjects that they are unable
to give. We are reminded, however, that it is written somew kere,
that * no mere man since the fall is able perfectly to keep the cow-
mandments of God, but, doth daily break them in thought, word,
and deed.” It is true that no mere man siuee the fall has kept
the commandments of God perfectly, but every man must be held
guilty to the extent that he comes short of the requirements of
the law.  But, in the absence of the ability, there cxn beno guilt.
Were any one commanded to arrest the sun in its eourse, or make
the carth turn back upon its axis, the command would be unreason-
able, because the party conmanded had not the poser to obey.
But, it may be said, we lost the power to obey through our own



