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stands at 8uch a diistance freux us, ns to nake the management ofe i
eii 1re a mubject inaccessible to ail our faculties.
.i Vis cvid eut, hoivever, that this do&sà not apply to the~ second topic

of examination. The bearers of the message were biings lîke our-
selves; and we can apply our safe and certain experience of inana to
their condutct and tcstimony. we may irnow tocn lttie of Goa, to
found axiy ar~gum2ent upon the coincideuce which we conceive te ceit
between Ch~e scopo of the message andi our previons conceptions of itak
atithor. ]3ýt we May know enougl of mn to pronounce upon the
credibility. of the niessengers. llad tbey the manner andi physiog-

Inomy of bonest nmen ? Was their testimony rcsisted, and di they
persevere in it? 1llad they aiy.intereii"in fabricating the message;

suffer to such a degree as to constitute a satisfying pledge of their
integrity ? Was tiiere more tlian ono. niessenger, did the"y agree as
te the substance of that conmmunication whicb they maade to the world?
]fld tliey 3xliibit any special mark of their offie as the messengers
of Goci; such a mark as noue but God could give, andi noue but bis
approved niessengers coulci obtain the possess!on of? Was this mark I
the power of ivorking miracles; aud wcre these miracles so o bviouasly
addrcssed te the senses. as to beave ne auspicion of dc5.eit behindij
thcm? These are questions which we feel our competency to takei

jup and decido upon. They lie witbin the legitimate bouudaries of
human observation; andi upon the solution of these do we rcst the
question of the truth of the Christ-'au reli«ion.

This, then, 18 the state of the- question wv1th those to whom the
message wsorgalyarssd Tàey haci persÔpal access te the ,

mnesseugers; and the evidences of their veracity la y before theni.
iThey were the oye andci ar-witnesses of 'hose fâcta whieh occurred

At the eornmeueement of the Cbri.,tian religion, andi upon whiehi its
jcredibility rests. What niet their observation must bave been
1euougth te satisfy khqrn; but we' live at the distance of nearly 2000jhyears, and is thjeré cnough to saýtibfy us? Thoso facts, which conf3t.I-
tute the evileuees of Chrisr.ianity, inight bave been eredible and con- 1

SYiIicing to theni, if they rcally saw thcmn ; but is there any way by
which 71cy eau be reudcered cedible' sud convincing to us wbu, only
read of theni f Wbat is the expedient by ivhieh the linowledge and

fbellef of the mn of other times eau be transmitted to posterity ?
ICan we distingunisli between a corrupt and a fuithful transmission?

Have we eviden ice before us, by ivhich we cau ascertain what,.wùs the
I belief of those te whoin the message was first communicatcdi And

eau the belit:f which existcd in their mincis be derived te ours, by j
cur sittivîg In judgmeut upon the reasons wlfleh produce 't ?

The sui-est way in wldch the belief a-ad 1-nowledge of the men of
former ages eati be transmittcd to thei'r descend'gnts is through the

il medium of writteu testiiwony ;andi it is fortunate for us, that tbe
Srecords of the Ch rL-tian religion arenot thc only bistorical documenta l

whieh bave corne down to us. A, great variety of informa tien bias
corne down to us ini thiii way ; andi a great part of that informationL s firwly believed, an d as coinfide nitly proceedcd upon, ai~ if tule
li&ig uarrateci had Luppeued withiu thec Uxmit. et our eye-sight,4 Ne


