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stands at such a distance from us, as to make the mansgement of his
empire a subject inaccessible to all our faculties.

. Xt is evident, however, that this does not apply to the second topic |

of examination. The bearers of the message were beings like our-
selves; and we can apply our safe and certain experience of man to
their conduct and testimony. We may koow too little of God, to
found any argument upon the coincidence which we conceive to exist
between th:e scopo of the message and our previous conceptions of its,
suthor. But we may know enough of man to pronounce upon the
credibility of the messengers. Had they the manner and physiog-
nomy of honest men? Was their testimony resisted, and did they
persevere in it? IHad they any interesd in fubricating the message;

.or did they suffer in consequence of this perseverance? Did they

suffer to such a degree as to constitute a satisfying pledge of their
integrity? Was there more than one messenger, did they agree as
to the substance of that communication which they made to the world?
Did they 2xhibit any special mark of their office a8 the messengers
of God; such a mark as none but God could give, and nene but his
approved messengers could ebtain the possession of? Was this mark
the power of working miracles; and were these miracles so obviously
sddressed to the senses. as to leave no suspicion of deseit behind
them? These are questions which we feel our competency to take
up and decide upon. They lie within the legitimate houndaries of
buman observation; and upen the solution of these do we rest the
question of the truth of the Christian religion.

This, then, is the state of the' question with those to whom the
message was originally addressed.  Tuey had personal access to the

messengers; aud the cvidences of their veraeity lay before them. |

They were the eye ard car-witnesses of “2osc facts which occurred
at the commencement of the Christian religion, and upon which its
credibility rests. What met their observation must bave been
cnough to satisfy them; but we live at the distance of nearly 2000
years, and is therd enough to satisfy us? Those facte, which consti-
tute the evidenees of Christianity, might have heen credible and con-

. vincing to them, if they really saw them ; but [is there any way by

which they can be rendered eredible” and eonvincing to us who only
read of them? What is the expedient by which the knowledge and
belief of the men of other times can be transmitted to posterity?
Can we distinguish Letween a corvupt and & fuithful transmission?
Have we evidcnce before us, by which we can ascertain what was the
belief of those to whom the messuge was first communicated 7~ And
can the belief which existed in their minds be derived to ours, by
our sitting In judgment upon the reasons which produce it ?

The surest way in which the belief and knowledge of the men of
former ages can be transmittcd to their deseendants is through the
medium of written testiwony ; and i4 is fortunate for us, that the
records of the Christian religion are not the only historical documents
which have come down to us. A great variety of information has
come down to us in this way ; and a great pavt of that information
is firmly belicved, and s confidently proceeded uponm, as if the

L:king narrated had bappened within the limits of our eye-sight, No
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