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MERICA was the home of James
AL MeMaster, He had no other
eonntry,  After his God and his
don his eountry was the
dearest objecet of his lite, He
loved it as dearly as man eould
K love it, There is not on the
face of this earth a more honest or more
ardent admirer of our eountry than he was.
There is not a heart. throbbing at this hour
in the bosom of man that pulsates towards
our glorions Republic with greater love and
affection than did the heart of J. A, Me-
Master, It was this love that made his
peart blead when he called to mind that
his eountry was overshadowed with the
darkness of heresy, its sheiety political and
religious not under the henign influrner of ]
that ancient Catholic Chureh, alone the
mother of a thorough christian civilization
that this nineteenth century failed, in our
land especially, to seo that divine Trath,
as taught by the ehureh, esuld alone be the
safeguard of the liberties of Ameriea,

In his estimation, however, the nine.
teenth eontary was the hast that the world
ever saw—the most advanced in material
progress and the natural seienees, an age
that by its wonders of telegraphy, of steam |
power, of electricity and of the n-ln-plmnv,l

| Catholie society was ne

had broaght the most distant nations within
the eivilizing influ nees of eommeree and

! society, annihilatinz, it would seem, time,

spaee and distane:: an age of the education
of the masses of the people by the printing
press, an age of unsurpassed invention that
has unlocked many of the seerets of nature
and deciphered the ancient writingson stone
of the times and history of nations buried
in the tomb thousands of yoarst an age
blessed with the mast benign influences of

! ehristianity. of the aolition ot slavery, of

politieal and religious liberty 1 an age when
<0 pure, nor the
masses ever so generally instraeted in theie
ith, nor the elergy ever nre loyal, selte
saerilicing and devoted,

Hener he wias no pessimist, nor did he
take his stand against the nineteenth eens
tury with the calamity-howlers or the
prophets of woe, 3

Yot this same ninetsenth esntury has ity
dark sides, mueh of evil to ecorreet in the
tield of letters, in point of literature: much
of evil to repair-—in social lifte by the
strengthening and proteetion of the bhond
of marring: and by a more general diffusion
of individual eharity s much of evil to res
pair—in making edueition for our ehildren
wore ehristian and society less seandalizing
in its modoes of fashion and amusement,

For all this improvement no power in the
hands of religion is so efficient and far
reaching as the press.  And no serviee more
benefieial to man, or more pleasing to God,
can a gifted and eourageous journalist
render than his endeavor th make the press
the hand-maid of religion for the spread of
truth and the blessings ot a ehristian eivilis
zation,

Sueh a inl\ru;ll‘h( was Jas. A, MeMaster,

Now, we etnnot expset the people to set
earnestly about stamming the torrent of the
evils in the land, unless they are well ens
light2ned as to the soures from which they
flow. This MeMaster has heroieally done
for forty years, e displayed heroism in
his eonversion, and in defending  the
Catholie faith: heroism in suffering and
cont nding for Catholic schools and Chrise
tian education: heroism in defending re-
ligious liberty, and in upholding the constis
tution of the United States and the rights
which every citizen should enjoy under that
constitutions heroism in sacriticing what
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