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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

give this as an illustration of the internal principle
and life of Gbristian courtesy and the fact that it may
be fouud where few advantages of cultivation of man-
ner have been enjoyed. It is far from enr intention

to detract from the value of the usual observancos of

society, On the contrary. we believe that they should
be highly prized and studiously regarded. 1t would
perhaps be safe even to say that admitting the hoilow-
ness of many of the common acts of intercourse, ad-
mitting, that the grasp of the hand the pleasaat smile
aud salutation, are extended to persons to whom the
feclings are quite indittorent, and who by possibility
deserve litile regard, it is well to maintain these court-
cous attentions.

It is well for ourselves. our aetions react upon our
emotions. Inourdaily pathswe meet friends acquaint-
ances, strangers, it may be enemies.  If with self-con-
centred coldunss we pass along, if' we scarcely give a
thought to those who cross our way, if we have a
chilling indifference towards others, and if we mani-
fest this in our conduct, the more we act this out, the
more we sufler the emotion to influence our manner,
the more does the habitnal ontward action harden the
wicked inward negligeuce of what is due of kind no-
{.~e 1o our fellow pilgrims to the equal great and one
judgment seat.  On the eontrary, if we form the habit

of uniform pleasaut attention to other persons in all,
the intercourse of life, the very fact of pleasant eon-,

duct dispozes us {o plensaut cwotions towards them,
and we cultivate the Christ-like dispusition of bebiold-
ing in every individual & neighbor and a brother.
Nor in speaking of the value of courtesy for our
own sakes, should it be furgotten that the littly atten-
tions often cement, while their neglect breaks the
bonds of affectionate reganl.  Cuastant Clivistian po-
litepess is like the sunshine on the buds of human af-
fection. It developes thun aud gives. them their
brightest hues. s pexglect isa frost that oiten kills.
A wrong apparent or real, eacites strong  intocdiate
fecling, aud is likely to call ont a prompt explanativn,
But a sligrt passing negleot svemns tou  smalt to men-

tion. Afriend passus a friend a few times with scarce

a word chiefly from thoughtlessness. The other
tainksit strange. and when they next ineet in company.
his own manner takes a shade of uuwonted culdness.
Both then. begin  to thiux singularly of each other.
There i3 no overt ael, nothing apparently demanding
tr be clearced up; bul the process goes on, and at

length the separation becomes mutual and perpetual.

This has been in principle the history of manya
brokenfriendship. These negleetsof wisat true polite-
ness, springing from a real Chnstian regard for the
feclings of othiers demands, courtesies unregarded, kind
expressions little noti¢ld, kind letters unanswered. at-
tentions unreciprocated, have dissolved the intimacies
of years, and left hearts that once throbbed warmly
together to beat solitary “funeral marches to the

> ‘.c.:’

We should also he courteous Lo uthers for thewr sakes.
The desire of the Christian is te rromote the happiness
of others. TL.oving all men a3 brethiren, he rejo:ces in
their rejoicing. It isnet, however, in the power of any
one person to do Areat things for the prosperity of all
with whom he may be thrown in contact. Bat he may
often confer much pleasure on many iundividuals by
that which costs him little exertion and which he ever
has in his power to confer. Much of cur happiness con-
sists in the miuor circumstances of life. Great bless

ingsas well as great trials come seldom. To bave they

fecling that others care for ug, that then if humble we

are not despiscd, that we arc uot isolated from the sym-
at others havea . T thak
a,1be judgmeant scat of Christ.

pleasant attention, constitute a great clementin the
ordinary pleasure of life. A person isoften more pain-

pathies ~f our associates, to think th e
respect and regard for us, and show as a suitable an

insulted. An insult proves that at any rate we are of
enough consequence to deserve some notice. We nay
require a settlement of the matter. But a cool disre-
gard depreciates our estimate of ourselves, and is apt
to make a person of any sensitiveness either miserable
or angry. Apply these principles, and itis plain, that
the benevolent emotionsand desires of the heart of the
true follower of the beneticent Savior will prompt to
genuine politeness, which, after all, is hut the graceful
manifestation of a true feeling of good-will towardsall
'our associates. IF a bright look. a ¢ordial shaking of
thie hand, o pleasant inquiry after the welfare of ano-
ther will contribute to his bappiness, is it not very un-
charitable to withhold them? In the pre-occupation
and beste of our vigorous American life are not these
things too much neglected ?

We are speaking of Christian courtesy. This is
politeness on principle. A man not a Christiun, but
by pature gemal and by circumstances polished, may

anifest much agreeable courtesy. It is delightful to
meet such an one and he deserves the favor he is sne
to win. Asa man he acts kindly and well towards
bhis fellow man.  But with the Cliristian this obligation
rests on even higher grousd.  Itis ng duty as Christ’s
‘disciple to obey the apostolic injunction * Be courte-
ous.” If the image of his Lord be truly formed ia his
soul he will loresll men asdid lus Lord.  This inward
disposition will prompt to its appropriate outward de-
velopment. e will prove his atlection for all by be-
ing suitably cunsiderate wud attentive towards all.
He is thus to adora his professinn and cvmmend his
picty. A minister of the gouspel, or, private Clristing,
exhibiting, or seeming to exhibit in his sauner, either
fa proud, or cold, or merely negligent indifference to the
Yusual conrtesies shown to others, may not only preju-
'dice hls own position in their estimation, but also pre-
judice the cause of the piety which be professes. R.li-
fo'an. not justly indeed, but as & matter of fact, is too
'much judged of by its professors. It affirms that its
‘tendency and power are to soften the heart, suouth the
‘disposition. and inspire hindly regard for all.  1f those
lwho declare therselves go.erned by these principles
fail to discover them in their usual intereourse, piety
itself suffers in the view of the world. It is spoken of
as uesacial. morose, and clannish—as unsuited to the,
amenities of refined life. Thus the merely uncourteous
and impolite Christiap, evea if othermise consistent,
hriugs a reproach on his sacred name, and wounds the
church of his Redecrer.  Weinay fud in being perfect
masters of what the world calls “ good breediug,” but
lwe need none of us fail in what Is far more importaat,
thoth before God and man—kiud and gracivas maaners
ito all, out of hearts warm with love to both.—Chris-
tian Intelligencer.

RULES FOR VISITERS AND TRAVELLERS.
IF RESIDING IN THE COUNTHY.

1. Never neglect your accustomed private dnties of
reading, meditation, self-examination, and prayer.

2. Nuever fail to attend some place of worship on the
Lond’s day, ualess prevented by such circumstances as
yeuare sure will excute you in the eye of God.

3. Never entertain invited company on the Lord’s
day, and pay no visits, unless to the sick and needy.
as acts of benevolence.

4. Never engage inany thing ¢itber on the Lord's
ar on any sccular day, which will comprumise your
| Christiau consistency.

5. Seek to do goud to the soulsof your family and
lall others within your reach.
6 Always remember that you are to * stand before
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IF TRAVELLING. o
1. Never, onany plea whatever, travel on the Lord's

ed perbaps by being neglected than by being positively (day.




