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wrltcr, "lthis, rnueh nay be uaid of its
porpectual and niversal obligation that it
stands alone having thse sc! of the Divine
sanction in thse New Testament wvhile em-
bracitig tise priaciplca containcd in the Old
Testament arrangements, that it obtaiued
ln iec apostolic churches; that it bears &Il
the marks of, and is found by many to ho a
sacrcd mcmis of grace; and that its prac-
tice proves at once convenicat and ad-
vantageous to ourselves, generous to meni,
and pleasung to God, white every human
expedient proves deficient both o et matcial
supplies, and of graclous influences on the
hoart. If thse episties addressed te ancient
churches impose any obligation on us, 'why
not; this obligation? If they impose no
obligation where is our charter of grace and
privilege V"

To these weighty words niay it not be
added that if we gencrally cite, as our
authority fosr the mcthod of celebrating the
Lord'à Sujper, the terras of thse institution
as found iu this very epistle; if we bow
reverently and universally to ils nutisority
when it, treate of thse obligation of thse mode
of commemorating the Saviour's love to us,
where la our cousistency if vre ignore or
deny its binding force, when it teaches us
the method la which we shoulfi ranifest
our love ta Hlm?

But it is nccessary Io advert; briefly Io tise
other aspect of the samne objection, viz.: to
thse position of thoso who -admit the uni.
vyersal and perpetual obligation of tise pre-
cept 50 far as it concenns tise lirovision
wbich is requircd to bie mado by the cburchf
for the poor, wbile they dcuy tisat it bas
any autlsority as a rule for the mctbod of
securlug funds for other purposes. In this
connection it snay be proper to inquire,
why was this provision for the poor made a
part of the Sabbath servicý, and rcquired to
bie attended to "lon thse first- day of thse
week " by cvery persois to whom tise pro-
Cep: came ? Unless ive are to yield thse
pos-ition tsat; tise greti: duties of thse Sais-
bath are rest and worsbip, it does seem that
the onl1y satisfactory answer wbich cau bo
given to tisis question is that; giving for thse
relief of thse poor saints frora right motives
lu worslsip, that on accounit of the identity

between Christ and His poor followers,
what was doue for thora was an act of
hornage to Hlm. Upon no other principlo
does it seer possible to accounit for the pro..
minent place which tho sub cet of Chiristian
I3encficenco holds in thse episties of Paul,,
and especiali>' in bis episties to thc Coi-
thians. With the exception of thse greqt
doctrines of Justification by Faith, tlîi.
ýPriestliood of Christ> and tha Final Resur-
rection tiscre is no such elaborate argumen~t
au on this subjeet in ail the Apostie'.'
wvritings. Bettides the flrst sevea verses of
thse sixctcenth Chapter of the first epistie *to
th6 Corinthians, it is thse theme of the cightli
and nintis of thse second. Pollowing ira.
medîately upon thse staternent and proof
of the aniniating doctrine of thse resurrea.
tion; in thse former of these passages, it
contributes one of *the mnost important
clemauts in its application, for closely linkeà
with thse charge, "lBe ye sted.';st, immove.
able, nhvays abounding ln thv %vork of theo
Lord,> is the prccept " Now conceruiing thè
collection for the saints as I have g*tvèt
culer lu the churches of Galatia, &e.> Ont>'
upon the supposition that thse duty enjolusi
enters into the very essence of truc and ac-
ceptable worship eau we satisfactorily ar.
count for all these facts. But if thse Lord
Jestis bas identified His niinistering servaný8
as well as Ris poor saints with Hlimself, àf
when He sent forth the first jfreachers iof
the gospel He dclared, IlSe that receivetis
you receivetis me," if He has fully set Hie
hcart upon thse evanigelization of thse world.'
if as Lord of al, Ho has bestowed thse gold
and silver upon Ris people for thse purpose
of enabling tbcm to manifest thiefr love to
Him by tiseir trequent, grateful, joyful con-
tributions to Bis cause, must not thse cou-
secration of our property to religious pur.
poses uncler proper impulses constitutela
truc act of bornage to thse Lord Josus, and
so la its essence become identical with giîts
tor tise poor? Docs it not also ser evéri
way probable that as lu snany other ià.
stances, .90 la this case tise Spirit of in4*
apiration designed by enjoining a preceptiii
a specific connection to establish a general'
principle which should rule ln ail siraillat
cases 1
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