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their formn, give us at once a very correct idea of tlie nearest
relaioishiip? XVe porceive, befere cxailnuîiug any structural
ebaracter, wblethier a. Beetie is a Carabicine, a Louigicorn, an
Elatcrid, a Ctircuilionidl, a Chrysemecline ; ý,buitIier a Moth is a
Nectuelite, a Geinctrid, a Pyralid, etc. ; Nvicther a bird is a
Dov'c, a Swallow, a Iltiminig-bird, a Wuudpeuer, a Suiipe, %
Ucron, etc., etc. But befere we cati aseertain its guints, ive bave
te study the structure of s(>re clharatteribtic parts; before we
eati combine famiiilies jute natural greups, we bave te make a
thoroug-h investigation of the:r wbele sLtuture, and comnpare it
with that ef otther faiiilies. Se form is eharatuistic of famiilius;
and I cati add, trem a carefuil investgation of the subject for
several years past, during whicbi I have reý iuewed the wliule ani-
mal king'lem with refereuce te this aud ether topics cennected
with classification, that forin is the esbe'tiaI characteristic of

faie.I de nnt mean the mcere ottlie, but forma ab dcturmn-
ed by structure ; tlxat is te ray, that faumilies caiinut Le %veil de-
fined, nor e:ircunsý:ri5ed withia their natitral limuiits, without a
thoreugli investiîgatiou -if al] thusc features of the internal struc- .
turc whlch eombine te determiine the formn."

5. «eliera, aise, are wveIl aud ably elîaractersed:
"I1 bave stated before, tlhat iii erdur te aý,eurtain iipoii wbat

the differeut groups adupited in our systeis are futeudc!d, I wen-
sultcd thie werks of such iriters a are culubr-ated itu the anais of
science fer having eharaeterised witli partieular folity aity oee
kind of these groupz, and 1 have nientiuneJ Latreille as promin-.
eut auieug zeelegists fur the precisien iiith whiueh lie lias dufiiued
the gecerti of Crustacea and Iusects, upou whvlih lie lias vr;tten~,
the mest extensive werkz extatit. An inecýdote which I have,,
often heard rcpeated by entumelogitt %% ho kinew Lâtruille wull, is .
velry elaracteristie as te tihe meauiiug le connected wNith the idea,:
of gYenera. At the titne be was prepariug the woikzjust meution-,
ec, lie 1ozt ne eppertunity of obtiiuig specimuieus, the better te
aseertaiu frem nature the generie peculiatities cf these aniimaIi
aud lie used te apply te the enteniologitsts fer contributions te bis
collection. It wvas net show specimeuis lie cared te obtain, any
would do, for le used te say lie w'anted themn qîly "'te examine,
their parts." Have wve net here a hiut, fronti a mastur, te teacli
us %vhiat genera are aud hew they shold be charaeterisud ? Is it,
not.the special structure cf soine part or oftbem, i0bili eharacterý-
ises greuera? îL it iiet tue fiish of the orý:,auizatioii cf the boiiy,


