
ki8s upon lier mouth; and when, solemilye and, tenderly rather than
passionately, she thougit, of this-in the very bouse and aniong the
very people whiere shie iad once been -so lonely, yet not unblest or dis-
contented in lier lonlines-it seemed as if silc could nover be Ionely
any more.

Whon she quitted. the drawving-room--coniing ont of the glitter arid
the show, yet not'unreal, or painful show ; for thiere was lieart-warrntli
beneath it all-and w'ent back into lier own. i-cer, Hannali was happy
toc.

For tiiere, frein a crib in the cori4er, caie the soft-breathing of
aluitie's darling," whvo always slept beside lier now. . Slie hiad taken

lier during some slight illness of Grace's, and could no£t agatin relinquish
the fond chatre, lb gave lier sncbl a seuise-ef rest, and peacce, and
content-the niere consciousness of littie ]Rosie aàleep beside her--:it
seurned to drive avay ail the evii angels thiat sreethues hiaunted lier,
the regrets and despolidencies over a lot that suclî a littie more w,,old
bave mnade quite perfect;- anid yet that lita-le could net be. -Regrets,
ail the sharper that thiey were not altogethier fer heraeif. For she,
lufd Rosie; and She -%vas seocretly, a.lniost Contritely, awa-e thlat Rosie
iwas lnotenougli to iake lier happy. Not so witlî Bernard. Ae,
she, sat over lier pleasant lire, shie could have bl;imedl herseif for t-bat
,peace cf iein-t ini -%vlich lie could net share.

11e had begged lier to wvrite to him regu1lsrly, and shie lîad agreed;
for she saw no rea.sen w]îy both should net takce every coinfort that
fate :illowed thei. YKet -when she sat down shie knew not va to
say. IIcov w-as sie to write, to Lim-Pts lier brothier, lier friend, her
betrothed ý Rie wvas all there, and yèt iîeiLlher; and lie -miglit nover
be .invtliinct else.

Shie dropped lier pen, and fell inte deep thoughlt. ]?uttiîîg hierseif
euitiroly aside, was it rig'ht to allow ]3ernitrd, a young n-an. in the prime
of biis da1ys, te bind hliaiseif by an uncertain b)ond, which debarred
hini freni tlîi natural joys of life, and exposel Lirn te t-he continuai
tornient of hlope dleferred, Nvhich to a wolmau wvould 'be liard enough;
but to a mil ivas ail but Ûnendlurable.

Now that suie asaway fron Easterhiaii-escapl f rom: t-he nigeht-
inr lk ifluenlce Of the life, hlaf bliss, hiaif tortures, which she had

led there-slie tried te feel in t-lis new place like a -neov person, and
te *jndâ e l own position calmnly, as if it had lbeen that of sorne one
else. Siethoughit ever, dehiberately, every word she, -lad beard frolu
Lord Punsmore and others that niglit, and tricd te cotint what rear
sonable chiances tliere wvere cf t-he oiily thing Nv'hichi could ever make
lier Dernard's -wife-the passing cf t-le Bill tlîey land talked abolit.
Vain slieculation-as liundreds iu t-b)is ]and know only tee well. The
result -was, tliat instead cf thle letter she hiad meaut te write,. she sat
down a.nd -wrote another. Sucliaan one as rnany a woniin. bas -writ-
ten, tee, wiLl withi -bleeding heurt and streamiingr eyes, Lhouigli t-he
-wvords niay, Lave been calin and cold. Shie iniplored hini for his own
salce t-o conisider whethier lie could net conquer bis ill-futed love- -for
lierseif, aud fifld auiong the many clarn-ing grl lie -%vas ahvways ieet-
ing,ý soine eue -%vlorn lie could love and inarry, and Le happy.

1I oinly Nvant you te be -lieappy," she wrote. 1I sha.h nover blaine
you-never tell any uman beiing you once cared for me. And you


