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to kiîov that this matter has been grCatly improvcd, and to-day
our beSt colleges fequire a fair preliminary examination before
miatricuilation. In somile States an examination before a State
Board tif Regcits is rCquired, lwhich is a stel) in ihe right direction,
WC desire ùo be classcd as professional men, wc munst tlhcrefore
it ourselves to mcet the requirenîcits demîandcd of prfssional
nî in otier lines. The title " Doctor," as appid to a doctor of

miiedicine. is practically a d'stinctivc mnark of sciolarly attainîmcnt.
While it certainly is nt my design Io lower ti: position we occupy
by courtC:, if unt alwavs bv cducation, yet 1 cannot help asking.
Howlf)i many of us are fullynt cidetclo Iliat imuch covtcd anid
jcalouslv.guarded title, Doctor? It niay be rcearked, aic with
sole justice, too. tlat wc hîave in -our profession incu who are
excclleiit denttiss and yet arc far from scholarly. This may be
truc, but, gentlemnc. Io brinug ouir profesion up to hic high stand-
ard for which ve ail hope, our ranks 'must be recruited by young
lien of educational as weil as dental attaitnmcnt.

I do not nccd to rciind you, gentlemen, thai therc is no pro.
fession so trying to the niervcs as that of dcntistry. rcquirinîg, as it
does, so mtch that imust be classed as surgical work. Sixty years
ago, before fhe use of ana:sthîetics, surgeons sometimcs rcfuscd to
pcrforn operations that werc considered bcst for the patient, simply.
becausc tlcy could not bring t.hemselvcs to endure the sight of the
suffering they must cause. 'Flic dentist's wori much of it, causes
so imuch suffering that le must have good nervc to be able to
forget it sufficiently to do thorougli work, t.hcrefore an important
duty is the carc of our hcalth. A discussion of the way in which
that duty can be fulilied would excecd the limits of a papcr like
this. Sufficc it to quote from Sec. 3: "ic dentist should be temper-
ate in ail things, kceping botli mind and body in the best possible
hicalth, that his patients may have the benefit of that clearness of
jutdgnent and skill which is their right." The dentist, if a:ny one,
shoulld deserve and clain the title of gentleman ; there is scarcely
any subject in rcgard to which the general public shows such
deplorable ignorance as in that of dentistry, yct each one must be
met with politeness and patience, attention and consideration, all
characteristics of a gentleman, if succcss is desired. So truc is this
that I unhesitatingly affirm, when i hcar of a thoroughly success-
ful dentist, he is a truc gentleman. Our duty to each other seems
an appropriate thene to consider lere, since in that case any
lapse fron gentlemanly conduct cannot be excusecd on the ground
of dealing with ignorance. It is the most natural thing in life for
man to be more or less seflnsh-this, I an sorry to admit, is as
prominently devcloped in the dentist as in men in otier walks of
life; but, while we arc naturally selfish, tiere is no reason why we

*cannot teach ourselves to be charitable and just. We are all


