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dcclarcd his the brightcst naine known to dcntistry. He places
him above all his contcnporarics, and suggcsts calling thc ninth
decade of the century " The Miller Decade."

Whercycr Prof. Dr. Millcr now goes le is the rccipicnt of dis-
tinguishcd honor. Last summcr I was his guest in Berlin, and
asked him to give me ai account of the special distinctions that
had bccn confcrrcd upon him iii Germany and elscwcrc. In
answer, he dug out from an old chest an armful of diplomas, cach
of which rcprcsented somc distinction covctcd by most mcii. Last
autumn he made a briof visit 'to Amccica, and w'hcrcver he wcnt lic
was cagcrly reccived and honorcd by professional admirers. He
made i3uffalo a visit, and cvery dcntist and physician vas anxious
to meet him. It was the samc in the very few other citics which
he visited, and whcn on his way home he stopped in London, lie
vas cntertaincd by the bcst there, a grand dinner being givcn in bis

honor. Yet these are things which he nover sccks, for he is iot at
aIl a self-assertive man in his manner. If you lcarn anything of a
spc;ial honor vhich bas becn conferrcd upon him, it vil] not usually
bc from bimself.

WVhat bas he accomplishcd ? It is difficult to give an adequate
idea within the limits of such an article as this. Before he com-
menccd his studios, there vas no accepted theory of caries. \s
many separate opinions werce hcld as thero wer*c individual
thinkers and experimenters ; the most absurd viows were advanced,
for a majority of the writers had started out with a preconceived
hypothesis, to which they endeavored to make the facts conform.
Miller vent to work the othc- way. He began bis experiments
without a theory, deducing that from his observations. It vas, in
brief, this ;

Dental caries is primarily produced by an acid, which is the
product of a ferment organism. Fermentation in the mouth does
not essentially differ from that out of it ; but one of the by-
products of that process is this acid, which Miller demonstrated to
be identical with lactic acid. This being produced in immediate
contact with tooth tissue, dissolves the calcarcous portion, thus
forming a pocket in which fermentation proceeds with increased
vigor. The inorganic elements of the tooth being first dissolved
out, the organic portions are destroyed by yet other organisms,
and thus decay proceeds.


