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Stueep Husbandry.

b o

Suesr Eatrve Topacco~~We huvo heard it said
that no creature upon carth, cxcept man and one
nosty-looking worm, would cat tobacco. Wo are
very sorry to learn, from the following statement Ly
Dr. Randall, in the Rural New Yorker, that the Im-
proved American Merinocs are accused of so filthy a
practico:

In the winter of 1864 we stated the seemingly
wouderful and anomalous fact that several flocks of
Merino sheep had been found to be fond of zating the
small or damaged dry leaves left on tobacco stalks,
and of peeling off and cating the dry bark or ex-
ternal skin, from those stalks. We do actually and
scriously find that the cases wo gave are the rule and
not the exception—that it is a ecrious fact that all
Mcrino flocks (g0 far as we bave heard of its being
tried), will thus eat tobacco thrown out {o them in
winter. They commenco nibbling it at once, and
goon corsumo it habitually and quito frecly We
have received this statement from numerous reliable
tobacco growers. Perhaps other breeds of sheep

wonld feed upon it as freely, but our informants have
oll been Merino flockmasters. Not the least injury
appears to accrue to sheep from actually eating this
powerful vegetablenarcotic,w bich contamsaprinciple
(nicotia or Nicotin) so deadly, that a drop of it in the
state of concentrated eolution will kill a dog.

Few
human tobacco chewers can swallow much of it with
impunity. We Knew a case lagt wiater where it was
regularly fed to breeding ewes, (by Chester Baher,
Lafayette, N. Y,,) and it produced no injury to the
lambs. They came strong and were healtby  This
corresponds with the experience of all the feeders of
1t whom we bave conversed with. Most of these
gentlemen regard 1t as nutnitious fuod to shuep, su
far as they eat it—and some fancy that their sheep
are healtbier for having it' We confess that. to us.
this is onc of the most paradoxical facts in natural
history. Well, we hope our Merinoes won t take to
smohing next, for if tuey do they will set all the
barns afirc. They aiv already eccused, by their
encmies, of setting a good many men's brains ufive’

A Sueer Srory - Clinton Willis of Charlmont,
Mass, recently sold three yearling cheep the lambe
of onc ewe, at one birth, for $35. The lambs weighed
870 pounds. The product of the ewe the past year,
is as follows . Wool sheared frum herself and lambs,
21 ponnds, $21—price of lambs sold, $S35—tatal, $36.
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Leterinury Depaviment.

On the use of the Cautery.

CatTERY is of two kinds actual and potential. By
the first is meant the red-hot iron , Ly the second, any
caustic application.

The use of the cautery, tu the credit of our art be
it 8aid, is on the decline. The farriers of former days,
had ever in their bands their cautery or firing-irons ;
with them thcy openmed albiscesses apd pegelrated
tumors, introduced setons, stanched hemorrbage,
cleansed sores, and scored theshia over cnlargements
and lamenesses of almost all descriptions, indeed,
¢ven nowadays, wo occasionally meet with some luck
less wight of a horse that hasgono through this ordeal,
bearing marks of having been scored over almust
every joint in bie body.

This barbarous and unnecessary practico is, how-
ever, much diminished , the impruvemeants of modern
times have shown us tha. we can, in very many of
these cases, afford the same relief in & much simpler,
and more humane maoner. Not thatI am une of those
squeamish or chicken hearted mortals, who would
hesitate, as its medical attendent, to put an animal to
aby pain, short of actual torture, which I was thor
ouglily conviaced was necessary for its cure or relief,
at the same time, if I thought I couid effect by mild
means that for which were commonly employed harsh

and painful measures, ¥ should feel it my duty to
adopt the former in preference to the latter, even
though the process required a somewhat longerinter-
val of time.

In fact, I hold it up as oncof the proudest boasts of

modern veterinary surgery, that tho rod-hot iron—that
terrific though potentremedy—Iisin many casos supor-
seded by comparatively painless but equally effica:
cious measurca; and let us hopo the day is pot far
distant when wo sball requiro its aid even less than
we do at prescot—Percival on the Disorders and
Lamencsses of horscs
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Diseases of the Horse’s Foot.

(CONTINTED.)

Tantsn or frush, a very common disease of the foot,
consists in a muco-purulent discharge from between
the clefta of the frog, arising from congestion or in-
flammation on the surface of tho sensitive parts.
Frash, although a very common occurrence, but sel-
dom interferes with the horse’s usefulness, and very
little notice is taken of it. However, it Is occasion-
ally the cause of Jameness. A frush is not considered
an unsoundness, unless it produces lameness.

The most common cause of frush i3 continucd ex-
posure to wot and dirt, or the acrid moisturo arising
from dirty stables. 1t is absorbod by the horny frog,
and therefore becomes an irritant to tho sensitive
frog. Discasc of theinternal structures of the foot, as
navicular discase, also gives riso to frush,and cutting
away the frog too much, as is often done, bas a great
tendency to produce it. So also has shoeing with high-
heeled chocs.

Frush, in somo cascs, may be said to be constitu-
tivnal, a8 young horses in high condition are some-
times disposed to it.

In the treatment of frush, un!~es it is causing lame-
ness, it will not be necessary to lay the horso up
from bis usual work. The parts affected must be
cleaned out, and all discascd born removed. In bad
cas2s, o poultice of Linsced meal or bran should be
applicd for two or three dags, and dressed daily with
the sulpbate or oxide of zinc. In slight cases, after
cleaning out the parts, a misture of Barbadoes tar
and salt wiil often effect a cure.

Caxskes is an exceedingly loatisome disease of the
fout, aad may be defined to be a diseased condition
of that portion of the sensitive foot which secretes the
hurny sule, sumetimes spreading to a great cxtent,
and causing entire separation of the insensible
sole. A fungus growth springs up somewhat of
a cauliflowered appearance, andfrom it exudes a thin
and offensive discharge. Canker occurs oftencst in
the coarse and heavy breed of horses, and particu-
larly those that have much hair on their lega. The
hind feet arc oftener affected than the fore. A
common cause of canker is the continued application
of heat and moisture, as is tho case with horses
standing in foul, damp stables, The most frequent
origin of this disease is n neglected frush, which,
penetrating beyond the gensitive frog, sets up inflam-
mation in the vascular sole, causing aa unhealtby and
abnormal secretion.

Canker is a very intractable discase, and both time
and attention are required to perform a cure. Take
off the shoe, have the sole thinned out, and remove
all picces of dead, as well as any liviag, horn, which
may be in immediate contact with the cankerous
parts, 8v as to lay open completely tho diseased sur-
face. All commurication between the sound and un-
sound parts must be cut off before any dressing is
attempted. After the cankerouspartsaro exposed to
view, dress well with the chloride of antimony, which
must be introduced into every crevice. After thus
dressing, apply pledgets of tow and tar, have the
shoo put on, and stuff full with tow, putting pieces of
weod between the shoe and foot, 80 as to causo as
much pressure as the animal can withstand. Any of
the preparations of mercury, arsenic, zinc, or copper,
may be used in place of, or alternately with, the
chlonde of antimony. The dressings should be re-
peated every two or threo days, and except in very
bad cases, it is not necessary the animal should bo
kept off work, as from the motion and pressure given
to tho foot by « <ercise, & curo often procecds more

rapidly.

The Dplavy.

Boos and their Queens.

ExrERIMENTS wero tried by ITaber to asceriain how
a hivo of bees would behavoe to o strange’queen, after
they had lost their own, le romoved the natlve
queea, and after o few hours be introduced n strango
queen jnto the hive. The bees which mount guard
at the entrance of the hive, immediately scized ber
and made her & prisoner, precisely as they would
have dono if their queen had still been among them.
They did this cach time tho experiment was repeated.
An interval of sixteon bours was suffercd tu clapso
from tho time they discovered the loss of theirqueen,
and then a stranger quecen was introduced to the hive.
Sho was treated preciscly as the others had been, as
wero also her successors in similar experiments;
but ia some instances, whero they survived the pres-
sure, want of sir, and hunger for several hours, they
wero allowed to assume the position of queen of the
hive. Twenty-four hours werc then suffered to elapso
after their queen had becn taken away, before o
forcign queen was put into the bive, and instead of
being made a prisoner shoe was welcomed with eve
sign of jcy, and at once accepted as their queen ; evi-
dently they had arrived at the conclusion, that, from
thelength of time that had elapsed there wasno chaaco
of their own queen coming back. It must have been
from the reasoning of this way, because it was always
the case, that if twenty-four hours bad passed sinco
she disappeared, tho new queen was received with
respect and obedionce. A very striking fnstance
of this is related. The lawful queen was remov-
ed at a time when she was busily engaged in lay-
ing cggs. After a time the news spread through the
hive and the usual consternation prevailed. Tho
were left in this condition a gieat masy hours, their
agitation being tbo groater that nonew queen was
rcad{ for release from her cell ; in fact, none of the
royal cells had been built. Taey therefore procecded
to enlarge somo of the cells containing the eggs of
workers. A stranger queen was then introduced, and
dircctly she cntered the hive, those who guarded the
entrance, instead of making ber a prisoner, received
her with the greatest respect and satisfaction ; they
approached her, and touched her with their antenne,
and gave her food. The news began to circulate
tbrough” the bive that a new monarch bad arrived,
and the bees kept pouring in, all of which drew near
in succession, and performed the same ceremony.—
All the Year Round.

“Why did the Bees die in my Hive
with plenty of honey ?'

To the Edilor of TuE Caxapa Faruen:

Sm,—The above is a question often agked me, and
egpecially this winter, which has been one of remark-
able severity, especially for bees wintered out of
doors. I will therefore answer the question, with
your consent, through Tue Caxapa Fanurr, which
should find a welcome in every household.

There are several reasons why bees die in 4 hive
with plenty of honcy. but the principal reason is
this : their stores of honey, which are in the outsido
combs and outside edges of the combs, and especially
at the top of the ¢orabs, become frosted by the freez-
ing of tho vapor which arises from the bees. The
bees are thus prevented from reaching their stores,
and perish for the want of food ; for they would as
soon cater the fire as frosty combs.

Now this frosting of the combs takes place when
the weather becomes very cold, and if it continues
cold a length of time, the bees become starved for the
wapt of honey and are casily frozen to death. Ani-
mal heat sufficient to keep them from freezing, can
only be kept up by their having suficient to eat. It
will then appear clear why there are more such cascs
in this section of the country this winter than for-
merly. The culd weatber has aot only been very se-
vere, but continuvus, bence many colonies kave
perished.  If occasionally there bad been warm sunny
days, the combs would have been cleared of frost by
tho combiced heat of the bees inside and of the sun
outgide, and the bees would then havo been able to
reach their supplics often enough to havo kept them



