
THE CANADA FARMER.

rational reason to give la, that fromt wet and melhod preaervea il only for a certain period.
low-lying land a greater amount of water la s e kaow hov difficuit IL ln ta preaorve béet.
evaporated than from other land, and this root béyond thé month of April, and Low
evaporation produces the cold ao match rach il llas every day both ia weigbl aud
dreaded i but against this IL nuay e said that quaiity whén spring makes the plant vége-
fron the dryer land (being warmer) the eva- tat@. M. Ledue was cotpélt.d ta use bis
paoration is greater, and therefore should pro. bécîrool iu aix monthq, and fattén up an i
duce greater cold. Then again, the black conveniént numbérofcalîle. Thus the pré-
muck, fron its colour, ought, during the day, servation er is root vas ot gat interési to
to absorb a greater amount of boat fromn the M. Ledtc, hence il wouid enablo hlm ta kéep

n'a ray.i than lighter coloured land, and il for a vhoié year. Weil, Ibis plan has beén
tihis heat so absorbed during the day ought, discovered. IIving succeeded on a emall
une would think, tu keepthe i nd fromt frooz scaie, il bu béén triéd on a large sclo at
aug during the night ; but thiis l not so, for Ieaurevoir. It La béen etated hy a certain
it is this very black soit that is hlie worat af- numbér of persona that beet cut on thé Gtb
jected, and it is well known that the saine day, and preservcd ina certain mannér, was
,oi:, alter a few e.rs' ploughing, and when keptin a ate of great presérvation. Thèse
the stutpis ihave &Il been tAtei out and boots were eaten withgroat éagerness by thé
.he clay Lis beet brought to the surface, cail. It appéara Ibal this food woutd hé
wili los its trosty character altoetàer, and quite as good next yéar. Thé folluving is
becorme producti ,. Itis a very curious and the plan adopted: The béet was cul aud
purplexing (question. and one w hich deserves nixed wilb slraw-nine kilogrammes* ofbeet
esecarch bth by th, farmer and by the philo- for one kilogramme of Etraw. Thé wholé

«opher. was put in a diteh of brickwork or in a
Every observer must have noticed that square trougb, and put mb the ground, not

diuring the tirst froats certain portions of the Loo moi2I, however. Thé food should hé
country seem to be free, -A hilst the vegetation pressed %eryclosely, in ordér la make il for-
,in otber poi tiuns la entirely cut off. In tra- ment equally. Tho ditch, once full, aboula
îelling fram Turunto to Ilamitton this has bc covercd with twenty-tlve ccntimetrésf of
teften been obserred ; every now and thon earth. At he end of six daya' fermentation
half a mile or a mnile of country will be black wili bave begun, and vill lut about ton
with frost, and the intermediate poitions dayq. DnringtIisthobeetdeprivcdo!airis
,carcely touched. It seems as if the frost ia a bath ofeleam, wbich givés il a piquant
winds came in strips, and every now' and thon faste and préaerves it tborougbly. . Leduc
,truck and clung to the oarth, whilst other writes tbi foliowing: 'WhouIwu pcr8uaded
part had the power ut resistance. Every one that tLe food eut en thé 6th May vas pérfectly
you talk to bas a different opinion and tteory good, aud wouid kcep a long lime, I docided
'on the subject ; all secen reasonable ut the on makiag provision for the next yéar, but 1
time, but there is great doubt whether any determined on makiag a acw éxperiment.
nre absoltély right, aitbousgb the %vetusi. Of This tyk place sI September, 1859, eith
the land is probabiy the principal cause, and
points to draining au. Ithe renedy.

YECTIS.

Preservation of Roots and Green Food.
The following, which we clip fron the

journal of the New York State Agricultural
Society, opens a wide field for Canadian far-
mers. Winter food for cattle cannot bu too
highly recommnided, if cuws aire to be kept
in mUik, and sheep are to d- ve. and if we
can, ns indicated in the following article,
lind a nmethod by which inatgold Cau bu pire-
aterved, the boon wiii be great to ail. The
only objection tu mangolds is their tender-
netis to frost, and their injur«, and indecd
Ibo destruction of their valuable properties,
.by heating and malting. ai it were, by
growth. Mangoulds. as a food for cows, yield
excellent milk and butter, and are faîr supe-
rior to any kind of turnips if taken at thoir
best; but they rapidly deteriorate fromu mnany
causes, and then fall below turnips in their
useful effects. If on trial fite plan recomn-
,nended is found to answer, it will add one
more to the farmer's winter resourcesi. Tho
followlng la the article alluled to:-

" Wehave sen thatM.Leducemployssteam
for 6he preservation of bsetroot, but this

850 kilogrammes of beet cut down. The 19th
October, I opened the ditch, and found the
food would preserve as long as that cut on
the 6th May. I had made this experimentbe-
cause the beetroot eut in May bad fermented
in a mass, and I feared that which I cut in
November would ferment too scon, and
would not keep su well. This new experi-
nient'inakes tue work with ail certainty of
success.

" As M. L.educ hesitates no longer, ut the
end of October he cut down 200,000 kilo-
grammes of beetroot, Vhich, mixed with
wheat straw and straw of colza, have been
placed in a heap neasuring nearly twelve
metres long, twelve broad, and three deep.
and containing about 430 cubie moires of
food. The beetroot was heaped in this large
reservoir, -then covered over wUth thirty-five
centimetres of earth. In five days fermenta-
tion began; the beetroot, deprived of air,
was kept in a bath of alcoholic steam. by
degrees fermentation ceased, and when we
opued the ditch on the 7th liecember, Ihere
was a strong odour of alcohol. Given to the

A kitogramme is equlvnt to 2 Ibo. rA drache
avotrdspots.

t A oeUmetre la eqaal to 39-I0thOs of aun neb.
l5 centmetru wilt theretore amon to 975 t00thS,
or a itae ove 9 Lâches.

443

animale, they ate it with eagermesa. la these
conditions the fermentation of the aaccharine
matter of the beet began ; owing to the

miall quantity of air in the mau, ad parti-
cularly in the strawdilding il, formentatiin
having absorbed this air, continued,and the.
terminated without any symptom of putréfao.
tion. The carbonic acid in the hep mut
have been caused by the air. We tau meaely
affirm ithat beetroot cut and fermented will
afford for cattle the cheapest and most abua-
dant food, and will h of great value to our
farmers. Now, in what way does the use of
beetroot present the moit advantageo
Should he extract the pulp, or sbould he use
it entirely 1 That is a question latimately
connected with the circumstances of the
farmer, and ho must discover which can be
donc with the greatest ease. But in alL
cases il will be an evident advantage for the
small farmer to prepare the necessary food
for the catile esenomically te lait the year.
There will b an advantage also for the
fariner who wishes to fatten a number of
cattle to produce a quantity of mantire."

While on this subject, wo may mention
another plan which seems to be increuaig
in' use on the continent of Europe, namely,
the preservation of green Indian corn atalks
for winter cattle feed. The information wua
taken fromt a foreign publication, and the
translation seemed to be imperfect, but the
hiuts and suggestions may be usefal, and
lead to a anoessful experiment. A pit is
prepared in the ground in a dry place, well
drained to prevent the accumulation of
water, and the bottom and sides boarded, or
wattled so as to keep out the carth and keep
the food clean. The entire stalks of green
corn, leaves and al, are then laid close toge-
ther, either acrose or lengthwise of the plit,
and as soon as a depth of six inches is at-
tained, sait ia strewn over It, then another
layer of the cornstalks il added, then more
salit, and so on until the pit is filled. Boards
are placed on the surface, and earth on the
boards, tntil sufficient is laid on-to exclude
the air. The entire mass beats, and works
itself into a rich vinous smelling food, which
is (when ready in the winter) cut out with,
spades, and fed to the cattle, and of which
they are immoderately fond. It is stated to
be very wholesome and fattening, and not to
affect the milk of cows with any disagreeable
flavour. The thing is well recommended,
and is worthy of a trial. Would not green
clover do as well as Indian corn stalks?

VECTIS.

Ti. GaI-Vr UJmru.--Mr. George Badge,
of Caradoc, gives an account of his expe-
rience with this varicty of poiato during the
lastseason. Hie obtained a yield of 87J lbo.
fron two tutbers weighing together les than
a pound. The ground was not la favourable
condition, being tough bite gras. sod, and,
owing to the wet season, it wa found Impos-
sible to keep the grass down.


