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H1LIE ESSEX 1TARTYR1S, IN 1555, AND LITTLE CHIL-
DREN PR13AYING FOR T IIEM

In the year 1555, under Queen Mary, and Bonner, of celebrated
emory, Stephen Knight vas burned for bis Protestantisn, at Maldon,
Esex, and John Laurence, at Colehester. Stephen Kniht had
ei a priest, and. one of the Black Friars ; but, diseovering lis errors,
embraced the truth of the Gospel as taught ii the New Testament,
d steadfastly proibssed it. When Bonner foiund Iat le could not
won by flatteries, nor mnoved by thereas. he procured his degreda-

n fromi the priesthood, and sentenced himu to be delivered to the
ular power,-as the Church, forsooth. never perseeutes ; she onlv
-es themi ii o the hands of tlo;e wlho will work ber will, and carry

SQntces into eflfet. SometnIg ol Siephen Knights principles
character may e gathered fron the prayer wbilh he addressed to
Ahnightv Saviour at the stake.- As recorded by Fox, it was to
effect .-
O Lord Jesus Christ, for whose love I willingly leave this life, and

ire rather Ile bitter death of his croý:s, with the loss of all earthly
gs, than to abide Ie blasphemy of thy mnost holy namie, or to
y men in breaking thy loly commandmiunt.: thou seest, O Lord,

where I might live in worldl wealth to worship a 'alse god, and
our tine enemy. I choose rather the torment of ny body, and tbe
of this myv life, and have counted all things but vile, dust, and

g, that I miight win thee ; which death is dearer nlto ne than
sands of gold and silver. Such love, O Lord, lt! thon laid up
y breast. that I hunger for thee, as the deer that is wounded de-
h the soil. ied thy holy Conforter, O Lord. to aid, conifort,
strengt lien thiis weak piece of earthi, which is empty of all strength
elf. Thou remenrberest, O Lord. that 1 an but dust. and abie to
othing that is good. Therefore, O Lord, as of t hine accustoned
ness and love, thon hast bidden ne Io this banquet, and accounted
orthy to drink of thiline own ènp amonugst thine elect ; even so
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