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THE ESSEX MARTYRIS, IN 1555, AND LITTLE CHIL-
DREN PRAYING F'OR TIEM.
In the year 1555, nnder Queen Mary, and Bonner, of celebrated
emory, Stephen Knight was burned for his Protestantism, at Maldon,
Essex, and John Laurence, at Colchester.  Stephen Knight had
en a priest, and one of the Black Fris ; but, discovering his errors,
embraced the truth of the Goxpel as taught in the New Testament,
d steadfasily professed it.  When Bonner found that he could not
won by flatteries, nor moved by threats. he procured his degreda-
n from the priesthood, and sentenced him to be delivered to the
ular power,—as the Church, forsooth, never persecutes ; she only
ves them into the hands of these whe will work her will, and canry
sentences into effect.  Something of Siephen Knizht's principles
character mav be gathered from the prayer which he addressed to
Almighty Saviour at the stake.- As recorded by Fox, it was to
effect +—
O Lord Jesus Chiist, for whose love I willingly leave this life, and
ire rather the bitier death of his eross, with the loss of all earthly
3, than to abide the blasphemy of thy most holy name, or to
v men in breaking thy holy commandment : thou seest, O Lord,
where T might live in worldly wealth to worship a false gnd, and
our thine enemy. I choose rather the torment of my body, and the
of this my life, and have counted all things but vile, dust, and
o, that [ might win thee ; which death is dearer unto me than
sauds of gold and silver.  Such love, O Lord, ha® thou laid up
y breast, that I hunger for thee, as the deer that is wounded de-
b the soil.  Send thy holy Comforter, O Lord. to aid, comlort,
strengthen this weak picee of earth, which is empty of all strength
clf. ‘Thou remenberest, O Lord. that 1am hut dust. and able to
othing that is good.  Thevefore, O Lord, as of thine accustomed
ness and love, thou hast bidden me to this banquet, and accounted
orthy to drink of thine own ¢up amongst thine elect ; even so
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