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the eradle and mock the tomb, it is impossible to entertain other thy
feeli. vs of pity, contempt, and scorn.

Reason, Observation and Experience—the Holy Trinity of Science
have taught us that happiness is the only good; that the time to JFrcunna
happy is now, and the way to be happy is to make others so. This il believ
enough for us. In this belief we are content to live and die. If by an ander ¢
possibility the exisi-nce of a power superior to, and independent creed.
nature, shall be demonstrated, there will then be time enough to kned hile me
Until then, let us stand erect. verythir

Notwithstanding the fact that infidels in all ages have battled for (Jeder al
rights of man, aund have at all times been the fearless advocates (WY tha
liberty and justice, we are constantly charged by the Church with tearingli©t 80
down without building again. The Church should by this time knog! 80
that it is utterly impossible to rob men of their opinions. The histonfl Felling

religious persecution fully establishes the fact that the mind nece i 18 1
sarily clings to old ideas until prepared for the new. The moment vl Ve 8¢

omprehend the truth, all erroneous ideas are of necessity cast aside, be temp

A surgeon once called upon a poor eripple, and kindly offered to rendefinidte it
him any assistance in his power. The surgeon began to discourse very hat litt
learnedly upon fhe nature and origin of disease ; of the curative properJRease pr
ties of certain medicines ; of the advantages of exercise, air and ligh) 'mmhcd
and of the varibus ways in which health and strength could be restorel Jli"¢ 1€ I
These remarks were so full of good sense, and discovercd so much pr- hen Re;
found thought and accurate knowledge, that the cripple, becoming M God
thoroughly alarmed, eried out, *“ Do not, 1 pray you, take away my
crutches. They are my only support, and without them 1 should b
miserable indeed ! ‘1 am not going,” said the surgeon, *to take
away your crutches. 1 am going to cure you, and then you will throw
the crutches away yourself.”

For the vagaries of the clouds the infidels propose to substitute the
realities of earth; for superstition, the splendid demonstrations ani
achievements of science ; and for theological tyranny, the chainles
liberty of thought.

We do not say that we have discovered all ; that our doctrines are the
all in all of truth. We know of no end to the development of man. We
cannot unravel the infinite complications of matter and force. The
history of one monad is as unknown as that of the universe; one drop
of water is as wonderful as all the seas; one leaf, as all the forests ; and
one grain of sand, as all the stars.

We are not endeavoring to chain the future, bat to free the present.
We are not forging fetters for our children, but we are breaking thos
our fathers made for us. We are the advocates of inquiry, of investig
tion and thought. This, of itself, is an admission that we are not per
fectly satisfied with all our conclusions. Philosophy has not the egotisn
of faith. While superstition builds walls and creates obstruction
science opens all the highways of thought. We do not pretend to hase
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