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to invest her oapital in New York {ertral stook. and then to

sell zewspapers on the street or take in washing a8 a relianoe

for such Jdividends as she needs beyond what the stock brings

her. S. P.
Philadelphia, Pa.

RURAL PRIZE SERIES

PROFITABLE FARMING FOR A POOR MAN,
Waldo F. Brown.

The wonderful resources of France, by whioh she was able
to pay the enormous sums levied upon her by the Germans
after the war of a few years since. astonished the world. This
money did not come from the millionaires and capitalists ex-
clusively, but from the common people. and Jargely from the
the farmers. I have scen the statement on good authority
that the larger part of France is divided into furms of from
two or three to 10 acres each and consequently is more tho-
roughly cuitivated and produces more than any country on the
glvbe. Eogland and Irelaud, on the other hand, are examples
of the evils of great estates, of which we have ample proof in
the agricultural distress and the troubles between landlords
and tenants. Oune great good accomplished by a poor raan in
becomming owner of a few aores of 1und ie that hi. chaaces
for a maoly indeprndence arc increased, he is much more k-
kely to become a good citizen and to bring up his children
well than when livipg from hand to mouth and moving
every year or oftener. During ten years past I have thorght
much on this subject, and have had an oppertunity of contrast-
ing the condition of the common lsborer with that of his
fellow who owned a few acres of land, and it was with great
pleasurc that I noted that the good old RURAL bad the inte-
rest of this olass at heart. So much by way of preamble.

The first question of importance is HOW SHALL A POOR
MAN GET A LITTLE LAND. It would require years of econo-
my and pinching for him to save the few hundred dollars ne-
cessary to buy even a small place, and by the time this was ac-
complished —if ever— the strength and enthusiasm of youth
would be gone and his chances of success and enjoyment of it
greatly lessened. My advice would be to buy the land s soon
as two or three humdred dollars were caved to pay on it, and
o in debt for the remainder, but in doing this he should be
careful not to runm too great risk of losing his investment.
Our building associations, now fortunately quite, commos, offer
great advantages to the poor man struggling for a home. In
many of them money can be borrowed at cight per cent. and
both interest and priocipal are payable weekly, The principal
is paid in installments of 25 cents per week on cach share of
$200. This allows ncarly sixtecn years in which to pay up
the stock, but the association will receive the full amount at
any time and cancel the mortgage which it takes to secure
itself. Or, if the borrower wishes to pay both intercst and
ducs a year in advance he can do so, and will be allowed in-
terest on all money so paid in advance. He is also allowed
his tull share in the profit, and cach year reduces his interest.

For example, we will suppose a o< 'r man has $200 saved
and finds a home of eight or ten acres, with a house in which
he can live for afew years, which can be bought for $600.
He pays his 200, and borrows 8400 from the building asso-
ciation. All it costs him to become a member 18 25 cents
initiation fee on each share of stock, and asmall fee for exam-
ining title and drawing ap the mortgage whea he borrows the
money. His payment, on this the first year, would be ; dues,
826 ; interest, 832. The second year his interest will be re-
duced $2.08, for he will have no interest on the $26 that

were paid off the first year. The second year will not oanly
reduce his interest the same as the former, but he will also
get his share of profits of the association on the umount paid
in the previous year, which will be noarly the same per cent.
as the average interest paid by borrowers. If all the money
loaned by the uesociation should be borrowed out at eight per
cent., the profits would pay the intercst soon after half the
sum was paid io ; for the expense of running the association
will be a small fraction of one per oent., the scccetary being
the only salaried officer. It will be seen that at the end of
cight years half the stock would be paid in and that the pro-
fits on this would soon pay the interest on the other half.

But are thess associations safe ? Perfeotly, or as nearly so
as any organization can be. All the fands are loaned to
stockholders as fast as they accumulate, nod on first mortgage
on real state. The association is controlled by a board of
directors clected from the stockholders, and they serve ons
year without pay. No large amount of money is kept on
hand w0 tempt the treasurer to dishonesty, but it is loaned as
fast as it acoumulates. This may seem a digression, but the
building associution offers so casy a method of getting a small
pluce that I feel as though it ought to be expluined.

But we will suppose the litile furin in possession, whether
paid for or not, and now the question comes up, how shall it
be mapnaged so as to make the most out of it? First, it
should be made, so fur as possible, to furnish the family sup.
plies. Three-fourths of the wuges of the laboring man are
spent at the grocery on Saturday night laying in supplies for
the comiryg week, and now, when in possession of a home, the
ownei _hould tuke pride in secing how nearly he can come to
feeding bis fumily on home-grown products. Perhaps the
most important thing,and the one worthy of being mentioned
first, is a cow, . she will not only furnish a large part of the
family food, but will, if rightly managed, furish maaure
enough to dress an acre of wheat so as to insure a heavy
yield. This cow should be kept in her stall winter and
suwmer a groat part of the 24 hours, and the stall should be
so arranged and supplied with absorbents that every particle
of the manure, liquid and solid, will be saved. I shosld ex-
pect this cow to be found so profitable that in a year or two
another would be bought, or perhaps two, if there were as
much as ten acres of land. YFor the keeping of the cow or
cows, cvery spot of land that can be spared should be kept at
work growing a crep. Rye for early spring, oats and slover
for later; beets sown thickly for green summer food and vul-
tivated for Winter ; sweet corn for market, as much as could
be sold, the husks and staliks to be fed to thc cows, and the
same drilled in after the early crops to grow fodder for fall
and winter.

For other live stock, there should be pigs, just as many
as can be kept on the waste of the garden and house, and
probably 1t will be found proficable to buy some food for
them, for with proper care they will be found great manure-
makers Keop them in a pen with a tight floor, and let them
have a yard of cqual sizc with a tight floor a foot or more
below the level of the feeding-floor, and if thisis supplied
with straw, sod3, weeds, potato viocs, &o., you will get ma-
oure enough from halfa-dozen pigs for another acre before
the year is out, and with the arraugement I recommend the
pen can be kept from cver becoming offensive. Next you will
want to kecp chickens, and they will pay in manure as well
as and fowls for the table, 2and can be kept confined to a
small lot if you give them such care as you should. They
may be let out half an hour before sun-down for cxercise and
to find some animal food, and they will do little if any da-
mage in the garden, and even if you forget to shut them up
at night they can be readily cal{ed into their yard in the
morning.



