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o SPRING

4 Lancoln Avenue, Montreal,
February, 27th, 1893,

Boforo this number of the Journal
reaches our readers, wo may fairly
Lopo that tho lungest and hardest
winter known in our provineo for
years will hato nearly finished its
dreary course. From tho 19th of
Dacember ull the date of the presont
writing, one almost uninterrupted suc
vession of zero weather has tried the
moral and physical health of the
peoplo.  Fuel, thanks to the good
rtoro of coal laid in by the wiso fore.
#ight of our dealors, has not mounted
0 such an exorbitant prico ns might
havo been expected.  Bread and meat
bavo remained at reasonablo rates,
thanks to tho perfection of our means
of commanication ; and, altogother,
10 great suffering has been_apparent
among our poorer classes. Payments
have been fairly met when due, and
wo hear from all sides that, with the
advont of spring, business may bo
expected to start again into renowed
lifo, and the trade of tho whole Domi.
nion bo all that its best friends can
wigh,

With spring comes work; and in
dider to carry on that work without
4ny unnecessary delay, overy farmor
should make such preparations asshall
enablo hin to set to work at onco as
€oon as tho combined influenco of the
sun and the wind shall havo dried tho
innd sufficiontly. Thero should bo no
waiting for tho smith to sharpoen the
Earrow-tines, or for tho rcollar maker
10 ropair the harness. The horses,
100, should be prepared for their
coming work by food and exerciso;
For itis no joko for au animal to be

+

takon ont of a stabls or yaid whero ho | j
has beon idling away his time, for
weeks porhaps, with his bolly ignorant
of anything but straw and a little hay,
and to be immediatoly compolled to
draw tho plough or harrow through
a ten hour day. Many u horso has
been rondored usoloss” for weeks by
this trontment,

Post and rails for fencing should bo
got ready and laid down whoro they
will be wanted. Manure, whore ot
already drawn out, should bo laid up
in well Luilt cubic heaps, cach load
carted on to the proceding one; and,
after boing carefully trimmod, as
soon as the weathor pormits, a foot
thick of carth should bo threwn over
the top of the mixen,

Cows will bo soon dropping their
calves; owvv will be lambing; both
of' theso will require attontion as to
food, and attention to tho food of cows
and ewes provious and subsequent to
parturition is of tho highest impor-
tance. Thoe Arab woman dismounts
from her camol, gives birth to a child,
and remounts immedintoly after, as if
nothing had happened. But it is not

so.with tio highly vefined fomales of
our modern civilisation, Woall hnow
what cave a womm ofthe non-working
clnsses requires beforo and after her
confinemeont, and it is a similar care
that is required by the highly orga.
nised constitution’ of the improved
breeds of sheop aud cattlo, for both of
which no food is so sorviceable in
doing away with tho dangors atten.
dant on pavturition as linsced, eithor
in the form of cake, or tho grain
itsolf ground up with sufficient oats to
absorb the oil, and mixed with damp-
cned chaff.

Sows, too, require attention, though
they can generally tako protty good
care of themselves. Their litter should
be scanty and short, when expected
to pig —they keep their time alinost

to the hour - 112 days —If any of the !
quarter of 448 1bs,

litter die, they should bo remjoved at
onco, a3 the sow is very likely to eat
them, and sows cometimes by this
means ¢ :quire a taste that seldom
leaves them, in tho case of a vory
fat, nogligent sow, that.seems likely to
ovorlic hor young ones, a rail fixed
round tho sty about 6 inches from the
floor affords a refugo for thom.

Oatmeal and water, givon luke-
warm, is about the bost food for a sow
after pigging. For tho young ones
barloy or corn, and pease, ground
togother, in the proportion of 4 of
corn to ono of poase, will bring thom
along nicoly after weaning, Geld the
males and spay the fomales at from
10 to 14 days old, oxecept of course
those to be kept for sloci. An uns-
payed sow-pigis n troublesome beast, ¢
and if sluughtered when at heat is,
ough! Pigs aro too frequently weaned
tousoon : six weeksat least they should
bo on tho sow.

If the litter is numerous, one or two
may bo killed for sucking-mgs.: doli-
cious indeed, 1f well dressed, and not
over 8 month old. ,

fm s e

The Great Christmas Market
at Islington.

What a change tho prices of meat
in London have undergone sinco tho
year 1874, At the Xmas markot that
year, tho best Scots, Dovons, and
Welsh runts were worth 6s, 10d a
stone of 8 lbs,, equal to about 21 conts
a pound, *“ sinking the offal,” and on
the 12th Decomber, 1892, the finest 90
stono beast in the land could have been
bougbt for 16 conts a pound ; $35.00 a
head of difforonco 1

Our readors will understand that al)
cattlo are sold at Islington by sales-

mon. The buyer looks at a beast,

wools, were moro salenblo,
Downs, from 60 Ibs. to 68 lbs,~vhe-
ther
Shropshires, makes no differonco—
fotched from $10.00 to $11.30 a head;
while great, comso long-wool owes
woighing 80 1bs. when slaughtered,
were only worth $9.50.

Average price of bar]

Average price of

Maik
Canadian barley is noted at 18s to 2us
a quarter of 400 1bs., while Saale, io-

udgos its slaaghiored weight tu bo su

and go. and offars accordingly ; thon
comes tho chaftoring botweon the two:
that does not take up much time, as
they kuow"each his own businoss
protty thoroughly ; the beast, or tho
lot of bensty, is sold, the buyer pays
his cheque, at one of the baunks, to
the salesman ; the salesman sends his
cheque to tho owner of the cattlo by
the night's post, with a statemont of
sales, condition goud or bad ot the
beasts, faults to bo found or perfoctions
to bo pramed in tho cattio; and the
affuir is tinished and dono with,

Tle feoling as to the future was that

prices would be bettor, During the lat.
tor fail, multitudes of ha'ffat boasts
wero sold, their owners fearing that,
owing
woulﬁ
mado wonderful progress, and many
furmons seo & prospect of not turning
out their fattening bensts till thoy aro
duly ripo,

to the short hay-crop, shoop
be scarce. but the roots have

Sheop, too, as regards 0 best short.
Good

Southdowas, Hampshires, or

Small, “ London pigs '~ from 45 1bs,

(1) to 50 lbs, tho four quarters—
brought from 36.75 to $7.50 cach,

English grain-markels —

Aierage price of wheat
December 10th,. ... 262, 104, & quarter

December 10th ..., 255, Idya quarter,
$

December 10th ... 178 4d nquarlt“r

No quotation for Canadian wheat o
ane (where duesit go to 7,

avian, &e,, goes as high 15 46s. a

Canadian oats are worth 16s. a quar-

ter of 304 1bs., while New-Zealand oats
are quoted as high as 28s, 2 measured
quarter,

.
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The Competition of Agricultural
Merit.

—

THE GENERAL REPORT TO THE COMMIS-

BIONZR OF AGRICULTURE AND
COLONISATION, QUEBEC.

The undersigned have the honour

to submit to you tho report, as Judges
of the Provincial Compotition of Agu-
cultutal Morit, for-tho year 1892,

This is the third year of the Provin-

cinl Competition, inaugurated in 1890,
the duration of which is fixed for five
years, one yoar for each of tho five
agricultural districts into which the
provinco is divided. This summoer, tho
compotition took place in district No 3,
comprizing the following 16 counties .

Arthabaska, Beauce, Bellechusse,

Bonaventure, Dorchestor, Gas ¢, Ka-
mouraska, Lévis, I1'Islet, Lotbinidre,
Mégantic, Montmagny, Nicolet, Ri-
mouski, Témiscouata, Wolfo.

Wo cemmonced visiting the farms

on tho :"7th of Inst June. Wo have
mado a wpecial roport on cach of the
80 competitors, but wo thought it use-
less to print all of them, and wo de
tormin
aro included 1 the goneral roport,

only to publish those that

Tho district in which the compoti-

tion was hold this year, is much greater
in oxtent,
than tho district of last year.

particularly as to length.

Wo did our best to placo clearly be-

foro tho farmers tho good oxamples to

(1) Tho perfect leg a pickled pork, fed on

barloy-meal and skim-milk, for the * West-
end " trade, weighs four pounds.

Eb.

bo followed,.«s well a8 the errors to bo
avoided ; unll we tried, cspocially, to
mako thom all undoerstand that intelli-
goncee, an ordorly mothod, economy,
and resolutivn would tend to the pros-
perity of the furmer, undor whatever
climato and in whatovor circumstances
he might find himself.

It will be obsorved that, as we did
last year, wo havo laid great stress
upon the utilisation of manures. How-
vvor favourablo may bo the results ob-
tained in a meist climato, where rains
aro frequent, hike England, by spread-
ing manure a8 a fop-dressing, wo un-
animously agreo that in a country
like this whoro summors ave so dry,
thero 18 only ono really protitable way
of employing manure, namoly, plough-
ing it . Still, in cortain cases, nceord-
ind to circumstances, such as a second
year's meadow, immediatoly after the
hay has been cut, and during rainy
weather, a light coat of well-rotted
well-broken up dung, mixed with bog-
ourth, will do good: for tho grass,
pushed along rapidly by tho manure
will guard it from the rays of the sun,

‘Che samo offect will be produced ﬁ"

oun rrowing  gran,  especially
irhm%,gl%ss-secd% take with ditficulty,
Tho take of new grasses will bo on-
sured by a light {op-dressing of dung,
But in carting this on, tho whoels of
tho tumbrelz must be wide, and the
dung thoroughly mixed beforchand,(1)

The accouunts, as a rule, leave much
to bo desived, though this is a mattor
of great importunce to the farmer; for
if thoy are well kept, they will not
only show him what his profits for
tho year are, but also teach him
what crops or what operations brig
in the greatest remunoration; and, at
the same timo, ho will learn what
thoso aro that yield the least return,
or perhaps turn out to bo 2 doad loss,
Wo particularly advise farmers to
make out, at the close of each year,
an inventory, as accurato as possible,
of their stock, implements, eotc., and
to comparo those inventories with each
othor.

Wo strongly recommend the uso of
Dplaster in tho stables and cattle-sheds
to absorb tho gases that rondor them
morbific, and, at the same time, to
preserve the most costly clement of
the manure, i. ¢, tho nitrogen,

A diploma of the kighest merit, and
a silver medal, are granted to cach of
those who obtain 85 points outof a
100; a diploma of great merit and u
bronze medal for 75 points, and a
diploma menit for 65 points,

in making this our third report of
the competition of Agricultural merit,
wo have thought it our duty to add a
few remarks on the present state of
agriculiure 1n the provinee of Quebee,
and moro especinlly on what it cught
to be. Theso romarks ought perhaps
to havo been made in the first report
of the competition, but the difficulty,
then, would have been to mako them
judiciously  Now, however, that the
previous roports have displayed more
in detail tho state of our provinco as

regards agriculture, it is 1 much sim.
plor task for the judges who have the
honour to send you the present report
to oxpress their ideas on this subject,

AGRIDULXURE,

As to tho genoral faiming of the
province of Quchee, our opinion is
that the dircction towurds the dairy-
industry, given to it by both tho
Dominion and thoe local governments,
is founded on correet views,

Tho groater part of our soil has
been rumed by tho abuse of gram-
croppiug.  As to meat, it i> almost if
not quite impossible for us to compote

{1 About all wo have sver contended fer.

Ep,



