>

THE CATHOLIC,

wicceeded by dint of the most virulent and vilu-l
norative declamation ; backed as they wero by-the
whole weight of the ¢ivil power; and armed \\'ilh!
‘v most barharous and bloudy penal siatutes ever,
tecotded inhistory ; statutes denouncing fine, con-
useation of properly, imprissnment, bodily forture,,
»anishment and death, to the teachers and follow-
crsofthe ancient faith ; those who dared against!
‘heir decrecs to worship God as all christiane had;
Litherto worshipped, and still generally warshipped
wian . tilf at last they succeeded in so darkening
ihe minds of the community, and crusting them
aver so thickly with prejudice against catholicity 5
45 to render them  quite impervious to teuth ; and
nsensibly callous to all the sufferings which their
sellow creatures, and fellow countrymen endured
merely for conscience scke.

{t is in the total removal of these hideous atrocitics
of the English reformation, that we now call upon
“fie public to mark the visible finger ¢f God 3 and
the wonderful interposition of a just and merciful
Providence : who, after trying so long his chosen
servants ; has stretched forth at last his avmn in their
Jdefence.

Had any one, ouly thirly years ago, predicted
‘his event ; who would bave delicved him ; consid-
aring the seemingly insurmountable obstacles to its,
scalization 2 ow, one would have asked, could
“he whole Protestant public, having the Legislature
m their side, be brought spontancously to share
with Catholics, whom they had been tanght to con-
<ider - whom (before they could obtain the meanest
slace of trust under their scctarian government,)

hey were compelled te dencunce upon oath, as
wicked and idolatrous monsters ; how could they
% hrought to share with such outlawed and au-
Wrizedly reputed miscreants, their own exclusive
jrrquisites and preferments. By what avenue was
the sacred  light of truth to find its way to their
. lose-obstructed and benighted minds : and the
tlack brooding phantom of prejudice to be scared
izom its dark haunt by the broad beaming blazeand
‘wnon-day brightness of evidence 7 Catholic books
of instruction they never read.  Catholic teachers
they could never be brought to listento. ANl the
*nown possible means of being undeceived with
regard to the long misrepresented doctrines of the
tathotic Church, were scrupulously avoided by
tem.  And the spirit of untruth seemed securely
~uthroned in their hearts and minds, and destined
o possess and sway them forever.  Yef, by that
very authority, which established him there, was
Tic doomed to be cast forth ; and all bis mischievous
wvarkings o be exposed to the horror and detesta~
Jdion of his own very dupes and volarics.

1t would seem as  if God had intended to shew
furll his protecting power in favor of the persccuted
atholics in Ireland ; 29 he bad formerly dono in
rwor of {be persecuted Israclites in Egypt: andto
make Catholic Ircland in the British dominions
resemble ke land of Gossenin the domintons of
the Pharaos.  For in both places alike did tho in-
tunon decree go forth to exterpate and destroy
the people of God - and in both places alike, in
acom of that decsee, did God multiply Lis oppress-

cd people prodigiously. ‘Fhe oppressors in both Jworth the recording? Who, but  Ile, conld have
instances were tsoubled, and grievously uliwrmed for||made them, though divided on every other subject

Itheir own safety, at the growing numbers of the lso firmly and perseveringly united on this? whick
.oppressed 3 and wished the cauntry 1id of their)|fixed upon their assembly and church the irremov

dreaded multitudes,  The Israclites were therefore [ eable veproach of systematic cruelty, falsehoad and
suflcred to depart, carrying with themthe only rc--.!injuslico;aclcd upou with unabated rigour for threo
ligion and worship of the true €iod ; which they twhole centaries; during which their church and
werc destined to plant in other nations.  ‘The Irish, " stat had bound themselves together in sworn com-
(in like manner, forced forth by theiv persecutorsiipace to degrade, ruin and reduce to nought the
'from the land of their nativity, have filied the earth jmast loyal & conscientious portion of his Majesty's
|with their emigrations ; and planted the snle true',subjects. From (e hazrangues of such, ullered
;teligion and worship of the Saviour in the transat- iin parliament, and teauswitted by post to every
{antic regions of the new world; over ail \vhichg'comcr of the Empire in the public journals, waé

-they are nunerously spread.  ‘Lhus, asever ﬁnnlly': that people to be undeceived ; who mistrusting
‘happens ; the enemy of truth has been completely |every Catholic statement or remonstrance, careful-
"foiled with his own weapons : and by seeking with {ly shut their cars andl cyes against whatever was
all the help tent him by a mighty goscrnment for'ssaid or written in their own defence by the perdee
{hundreds of years, to root out and dostroy Cnth~hculcd.
iolicity in Ireland ; he bas ouly forwarded itspro-}i Time, however, was necessary, i order, by
pagation over countrics vastly grealer than the 'dint of demonstration, to wear off from the public
jone which he endeavored to make all his own. mind (he long formed and hard crusted prejudice :
But there is this semarkable difference between [[and that time was given in the long delay of grants

the caso of the Jews, and ihat of the Irish; thatjjing thc repeatedly urged, and as ofien rejected
the Jews left Egypt all {o a man: whereas theliclaims of the Irish Catholics. Little did the pefr-
many Catholic thausands leaviag Ireland, still left'itioners imagine that the very rejection of their just
||lhc growing Catholic millions behind them. The! demands only tended to insure and render nermit-
‘brimful fountain, in sending thus forth its stream, 1nent the attainment of their object. For eyvery
(suffers no visible diminution in its rcmainingi{ncw refusal to grant their petitiun brought on a
'\valcrs. I fresh discussion on the merits of theic claims : il},
| The inesterminable nature of the overgrowing !the whole world being made at length acquainted
Catholic population of Ircland, began at length to\}with their wrongs; the general voice declared itself
he felt by its heartles government. The voice of lagainst their oppressors: and the awakened sym-
;& mighty people, acquiring influence with wealth, i pathies of their fellow beings universally called for
;could no longer be slifted. They demand at'la redress af thewr unparalieled grievances.
atlength, in a firm, but loyal and conslilu(iomﬂl' What the petitioners craved was the restitution
toue, the restifution of their natural rights, from“ofthcir temporal rights . but their religion, for thefe
that very Legislative body, which had deprived {firm adherence to which they had incurred theit
them of them. And now, above all *s displayed civil disqualificotions and forfeitures: but the Sa-
God’s intervention in behalf of his unjustly perse- fiviour’s spotless spousa ; their long and much ;:ql-
cuted and long suffesing people. “umniated mother, had her char.cter to clear jn the

His chaste aud only spouse, like the innocent :md} face ofthe world ; admitted ng her case was n&%
beautiful Susanna, had been falsely accused of:lfor anee into a tribunal the most public of any, apd
corruption by the judges of the Iand. His calum- |open to inspection of all mankind., She had {hera
niated church was now tobe tried in open court ; X
and her casc to obtain for once a public hearing. 'very traducers and adversaries to declore, in tHeir
The {rish petition for their civil rights: or what lown full “:’d 0150“ C°}‘“‘}‘v !“‘J’} cllmract%r in eve

. ) wtholic peliti . e tsense unstamed ; and her whole -
was called the Catholic pelition Sor emancipation, f)c?xcha‘{)]c.a nHa 3 s!l;:z nolf w‘itllno :\I;ec?gil::tt i’:g&_
introduces the subject. . ledge and consent of all parties, obtained this ver-

But who are to plead her cause in that court,

dict in her favor; the temporal tights, which by-.a
which none dare to euter, but Xer sworn enemics?

|

to compel with the irvesistible force of. truth her

hasty decision of Parliament her cluldren i
|, the very representatives of her revilers? These,
ithen, to whose pleadings in her favour no suspicion

done to those of hier own friends or children ; these
are chosen to be her unobjectionable advocales,
dnd strenuous defenders.  These are brought to
refule within, their parliament the very charges
against her-which in their test-oath, they hind swomn
to without ; and thus to prave themselves perjured
by their vindication of her innocence. Who, but
the Almighty, could have brought things to sucha
pass ; and have ranked on the side of her defence
alt the illustrious and great in that assembly : the
only individuals looked up to as politicians and

of partiality cau attach ; as it certainly would havey

have regained ; would have soon aguin been ¢
from them by the hostile still, as umnfonned 4
misdirected multitude, ’ -
Itis <till further remarkable that this signal vie~
tory obtained by the €atholic Cburch, has hutn
wholly fought and won by her very oppopenty,—
Nay, those the most opposed to her, gave been
wade to sustain the bruntof the battle inher favor;
and have triumpbantly.terminated to her wish the
long enduring and still .doubtful coutest. It mag
not a fricndly anda traly Jiberal Canning; but 2
Peel, aparty man, scot in against her from 3Ee
cnemy’s camp : it was not her well wigher,a Mar-
quis Wellesley ; but her avowed enemy, a Duke
of Wellington ; who, yielding {0 a mighties force
than the one he conquered at Waterloo 5 prasanta
her with that civic crown, which be, and’ his ati=
catholic collegue, had solemnly pledged thetogeivha

stalesmen 3 or whose names have been thought
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never fo grant her,



