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CANADIAN PACIFLO RA.ILWAY AND THI E NEW
NORTH-WEST.*

13Y T. L. PENDERtGÀST.

FÂsR away in the North-west, as far, beyond St. Paul as St. Paul
is beyond Chicago, stands Winnipeg, the capital of Manitoba,
and the gateway of a new realin about to junxpfrom its present
state of trackless prairies, as yet almost devoid. of settiement, to
the condition of the xnost prosperous Western States. Here,
bounded on the south by Dakota a-ad Montana, -west by the
llocky Mountains, north and east by the great Peace River and
the chain of lakes and rivers that stretch from Lake Athabasca
to WVinnipeg, lies a vast extent of country, estIrnated to con tain
800,000,000 acres, or enough to make eight suc-, States as Iowa
or Illinois. Not ail of it is fertile, it is true, yat it inay be safely
said tihat twyo-thirds of it are available for settiement and culti-
ration.

In fact, the extent of available land in these new countries is
apt to be under-estimated, for if the traveiler does not see prairies
waist-deep in the richest grass> lie is apt to set themi down as
bairen lands, and if lie crosses a marsh, he at once staxnps it as
land too wet for cultivation. Those, however, who remember
the early <¶ays of Illinois and lowa-, hanve-seen lands ten passed
by as worthlepi swanxps, now held at high prices as the best of
meadow-land. This is a land of rolling prairies and table-lands,
watered by navigable rivers, and not devoid of tinxber.

Its climate is hardly sacli as one would select for a lazy nman's
paradise, for the winters are long and cold, and the summers
short and fiercely hot, thougli their shortness is in some measure
cormpensated for by the great length of the midsumxner days.
Nevertheless, it is a land where wheat and many other grains
ana root crops attain their fullest perfection, andl is well fltted. to,
be the home of a vigorous and healthy race. Manitoba, of
%Yhich we hear so inucli Uow, is but the merest, fraction Of this
territory, and, lying in the south-east corner, is as yet the only
part accessible by rail.

*We bave pleasure in roprinting from Harper'a Magazins, the estimate of au
intelgent American of our great North-west -BED.
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