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of the same liquor. On the one it exerts no visible effeets; of
the other it makes a ravingy nadman. Is he the more ininoceb.
of the two whose stronger nerve or more slugýgishi brain or jlng
habit of drinking, renders hiru callous to the eflècts of the liquor?
Is that a degrading vice in one which is a harnIless indulgence in
the other ? What jugglery of words is this ? Nay, the greater
is lus sin who makes bis strength the temptatioÂ of bis weaker
brother. Oh, ye prudent drinkers, whlo kznow 3ust when to stop,
who can take your dramn or let it alone, beware lest ye be thie
stumblingr-blocks over whichi souls shall fali into eternal rilai!

As little can we deflue what is really drunkenness: Tiiere may
be iao visible effeet, yet the judgînent miiy be perverted, t1he
imagination excited, the perceptions obscured, the nerves jarred,
and the mnan unfitted for the efficient discharge of bis duty. Yet
those duties may be of the most momentous character. it miay
be a nîilitary officer has taken a singyle glass to invigforate blis
nerves on the eve of an engagement. On his correct decisioni aid
prompt action may depend the lives of thousands, the issile of
a battie, the fate of a nation. But the treacherous spii-it-more
Qangerous than the foe-mounts to his brain, and the co!!fusion
and disorder, causing disaster and defeat, spread throucgh the
army. Or a ship-captain may have taken an unustial dram,
under the delusion of better endurino, P:posure to the storn; bis
intellect becomes obscured, bis conduct becomes reckless, biis
preseuce of mind is lost, and the vessel is wvrecked throtigh
alcohol. Or, more common stili, a phiysician may be sumnmoned
from the enjoyrnent of the table to the bedside of the sick or of
the dyinig. Life, or wLat is infinitely more valuable, the sotu!S
salvation, may depend on the coolness, tact, perspicuity, and
intellectual. clearness and vigyour of himn who is called to iîîister
to the dying man. Hlow terrible the consequences of thiat per-
version of intellect, that "stumbling in judgment," whiich 'ùe
Scriptures declares results from strong drink, and whicl niav reail
fromn a very moderate amount!

Is this danger exaggyerated? It is a matt.er of notoriety tlhat
frequently the most momentous interests are imp)erilled through11
the influence of strong drink, and the wost tragical disaster,
resulting in far-reachingy desolation and woe, bias resulted tlrough
its use.
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