
116 The Methodist MVagazine.

Th7Iis littie Bible wvent witb the
young miissionary to bis wvorlc in
%Vstei'n Africa, the " White hfan's

G rave; ' to Coomassie, the "City 0f
Btlood ;" to our own Nortli-lVestTer--
ritory, indccd a. Great Lone Land,
in the early fifties; then througli
iiany years of miissionary work
among the Indians of Ontario. In
bis journal 1 read, Dec. '24th, 1839:-
"ýCh ristinas Eve. fo-da3r we passed
to the wvestward quite close to the
Canaries (on1 oui, way to Western
Alfrica), and at nighit we saw the
chuî'iches illuiininated." On Christ-
mias 1E've, 1893, we laid the old and
worii-out fi-aine to rcst under Cana-
(han skies, and I love to think of the
dlear, dim eyes growving brighit and
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young again, wvben they siglited the
lighits of the lcaveilly City!

Only thc little Bible and heavy
old journal reinain as visible links
to that noble band of men whio lived
and worked, and many of 'vhoiii
died, for West African missions.

As we read this simple story of
quiet h croisiii, unutterable sufferi ng
patienitly endured, and noble lives
laid dowvn without a inurmiur, let
us rouse oursel'es to truer faitlî
and nobler courage. God is over
ail, and lis hieroes are flot dead
yet!

tclHe that goeth forthi and weepetlî,
bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less corne again with rejoicing,
bringîng bis sheaves Nvîth him."
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By bis long, arduous, and cmi-
neîiitly suceessful imissionary labours
iii the land of Montezuma and Cortez,
Juarez and Maximilian, D)r. Butter
(so well known by his earlier mis-
sionary work in India) fairly earned
the right to be beard on tbe inter-
estingr subjeet whîch lie bias cbosen,
namely, the long, slow process by
which' the land of the 'Aztecs lias
been set free from the blighting
despotism of Spanish governors and
inquisitors, and provided withi free
and stable institutions of bier owvn.

ileaders who cling tenaciousiy to
popular rnisapprehiensions, and are
unwilling to revise their judgment
of men and tbings, bad better let
this book alone, foi' tbe indisputable
ev idence here offered forever sliat ters
those idols of popular admiration

and synipathy, liernando Cortez and
tl)e " Emperor " Maximil ian.

In the year 1494 Pope Alexander
VI. assumed authority to assîgn to
Spain every island, continent and
sea on whici bier troops should plant

'lier flag in tbe Western hemispliere.
Thus, inspircd by mingled motives
of adventure, avarice, and religion,
Cortez and bis hardy companions
advanced to the conquest of the land
of the Aztecs.

Fromn the brilliant pages of Pres-
cott we have gained a somewhat
exaggerated estimate of the heroism
of the conquerors. Even Spanishi
-%vriters are disposed to discount some
of the extravagant stories wbicib
Cortez sent home. We are only'
beginning to look at the whole hb--
tory froin the Aztec side, and to
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